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‘Vizag to become data centre

h

i ntum hub’

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu

Naidu on Tuesday outlined an ambitious,
long-term technology and infrastructure road
map for Andhra Pradesh, announcing that
Visakhapatnam is fast emerging as a global hub
for data centres, while Amaravati will anchor the
State’s knowledge economy as India’s dedicated
Quantum Valley. Mr. Naidu launched what he
described as the world’s largest quantum skilling
programme, with over 50,000 registrations in
just 10 days. Notably, women account for 51% of
the participants.

fa=i o 50,000 & 31 Ushawur gul

‘Vizag to become data centre hub,
Amaravati quantum hub

®icH gdv

o Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu on Tuesday outlined an
ambitious, long-term technology and infrastructure
road map for Andhra Pradesh, announcing that
Visakhapatnam is fast emerging as a global hub for
data centres, while Amaravati will anchor the State’s
knowledge economy as India’s dedicated Quantum
Valley.

ST Y= & JOIHAT TH. A5arg ATdg A HIadR $f
sy & fow U meareiah, defwiios wenfirat
3R SR IS AY UK {331, Ig TWo v gu
o fa=mraTTaw aoft § Se1 Wl & o e afys &«
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Ficy A & TU T I 31 JA rfoaawat o7 SR
Ceuif!

o Mr. Naidu launched what he described as
the world’s largest quantum skilling programme,
with over 50,000 registrations in just 10 days.
ot g A ol 3% gl &1 9ad 91 HieH
Pt wTdwa gar, 34 Al e, forad 7= 10

Notably, women account for 51% of the participants
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Jnanpith Award
winner Vinod Kumar

Shukla passes away

Shubhomoy Sikdar
RAIPUR

Renowned Hindi poet and
author, and the 2024 Jnan-
pith Award winner, Vinod
Kumar Shukla, died in Rai-
pur on Tuesday. He was
88.

Mr. Shukla had been un-
dergoing treatment for
age-related ailments at the
All India Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences, Raipur, since
December 2.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi expressed sad-
ness over the death of the
writer. “He will always be
remembered for his inva-
luable contribution to the
Hindi literary world,” Mr.
Modi said in a post on X.

Mr. Shukla was born in
1937 in Chhattisgarh’s Raj-
nandgaon. His journey as a
writer began in 1971, when
his first poetry collection
Lagbhag Jaihind was pu-

Vinod Kumar Shukla

blished. Over the years, he
penned several poetry col-
lections, including Kavita
Se Lambi Kavita.

His novels, including
Deewar Mein Ek Khidki
Rehti Thi and Naukar Ki
Kameez, are also well-ac-
claimed, with the latter
even being made into a
film.

Chief Minister of Chhat-
tisgarh Vishnu Deo Sai, ina
post on X, expressed heart-
felt condolences to his fa-
mily, readers, and fans.

Jnanpith Award winner Vinod Kumar Shukla
passes away

gfﬂﬁawﬁﬁmﬁﬁzwww
e}

. Renowned Hindi poet and author, and the 2024
Jnanpith Award winner, Vinod Kumar Shukla, died in
Raipur on Tuesday. He was 88.

TRig &) fa o d@®, 9uT 2024 TS RHR
faoiar farie FHR Yoa T HEaR & IR § FuT 81
71 9% 88 9N & U

. Mr. Shukla had been undergoing treatment for age-
related ailments at the All India Institute of Medical
Sciences, Raipur, since December 2.

off T 2 TR @ aif@d URAE T,
IR § g Haeht iy & sa & faw ydf 3

. Prime Minister Narendra Modi expressed sadness
over the death of the writer.

YU T WG A dad & FeA R D Had foa |

o “He will always be remembered for his invaluable
contribution to the Hindi literary world,” Mr. Modi said in
a post on X.

St AT 3 T IR TH URC & HgT, “I6 fodl Alfeed oird
31 S AT o folt =y ATg e smam |

) Mr. Shukla was born in 1937 in Chhattisgarh’s
Rajnandgaon.

o Yo BT T 1937 H BARIG & ISHIGHIG | g3 UT|

. His journey as a writer began in 1971, when his first

poetry coIIection Lagbhag Jaihind was published. ) ]
TGP & ©U T D! IE1 1971 T Y& g3, 9 SD] Ugdl Hiddl GUg WY SFAfee UHIRAd

gor|

e Over the years, he penned several poetry collections, including Kavita Se Lambi Kavita.

a8t & SR

I BIIar FUE B T B, o wfaar & ddt Sfaar i 21

e His novels, including Deewar Mein Ek Khidki Rehti Thi and Naukar Ki Kameez, are also
well-acclaimed, with the latter even being made into a film.

3% IuAE, o H SR A e fRasst vedl A iR e &t s it g, +f st
W MY, 58 T 91¢ ard R fpe off &t

e Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh Vishnu Deo Sai, in a post on X, expressed heartfelt
condolences to his family, readers, and fans.

3 & eIl faw] 39 91 A Te R TF URe & 3% URaR, UTed! iR URINS! &
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Greta Thunberg arrested during
pro-Palestinian protest in London

Greta Thunberg arrested during pro-
Palestinian protest in London

de o W-fpferedi=it we=i= & SR Uer y=ant
RwR

. British police arrested Swedish activist Greta
Thunberg in London on Tuesday at a pro-Palestinian
protest, U.K.-based campaign group Prisoners for
Palestine said.

fafew gfera 3 wifE=r srfeat der Y= o) HireaR &
e § T N-FpfRred weefa & IR fiRwaR fan, Yo
g.F.-3nutia i agg e wiv fsferdi= A Fer

. It said Ms. Thunberg was arrested under the
Terrorism Act for holding a sign that said “l support the
Palestine Action prisoners. | oppose genocide”

99 Bl 1 o Yot Yart >l St sififraw & dea

British police arrested Swedish activist Greta Thunberg in London
on Tuesday at a pro-Palestinian protest, U.K.-based campaign
group Prisoners for Palestine said. It said Ms. Thunberg was arrested
under the Terrorism Act for holding a sign that said “I support the
Palestine Action prisoners. | oppose genocide”. REUTERS

TRUIR foran a1 i a8 U axit Udhe g of oy OR fora o7 “I support the Palestine

Action prisoners. | oppose genocide”

Japan clears last major hurdle to restart
the world's largest nuclear plant in Niigata

Assocnatg Eess

TOKYO

The governor of Niigata
prefecture in Japan on
Tuesday formally gave lo-
cal consent to put two
reactors at the Kashiwaza-
ki-Kariwa nuclear power
plant back online, clearing
a last hurdle toward res-
tarting the plant idled for
more than a decade follow-
ing the 2011 meltdowns at
another plant managed by
the same utility.

Governor Hideyo Hana-
zumi, in his meeting with
Economy and Industry Mi-
nister Ryosei Akazawa,
conveyed the prefecture’s
“endorsement” to restart
the No. 6 and No. 7 reac-
tors at the Kashiwazaki-Ka-
riwa plant, accepting the
government’s pledge to en-
sure safety, emergency res-
ponse and understanding
of the residents.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj

Niigata’s governor has conveyed the prefecture’s endorsement to
restart No. 6 and No. 7 reactors at the Kashiwazaki-Kariwa plant. Ap

Restart preparations for
No. 6 reactor have moved
ahead, and utility compa-
ny TEPCO is expected to
apply for a final safety in-
spection by the Nuclear Sa-
fety Authority later this
week ahead of a possible
resumption in January.
Work at the other reactor is
expected to take a few
more years.

The move comes one
day after the Niigata pre-
fectural assembly adopted
a budget bill that included
funding necessary for a
restart, supporting the go-
vernor’s earlier consent.

‘Difficult decision’

“It was a heavy and diffi-
cult decision,” Mr. Hanazu-
mi told reporters.
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He also met with Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi,
who also supports nuclear
energy, and asked her to vi-
sit to observe the safety at
the plant.

Japan once planned to
phase out atomic power
following the disaster at
the Fukushima plant
caused by an earthquake
and tsunami. But in the
face of global fuel shortag-
es, rising prices and pres-
sure to reduce carbon
emissions, the government
has reversed its policy and
is now seeking to increase
nuclear energy use by ac-
celerating reactor restarts,
extending their operation-
al lifespan and considering
building new ones.

Of the 57 commercial
reactors, 13 are currently in
operation, 20 are offline
and 24 others are being de-
commissioned, according
to the nuclear authorities.
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Japan clears last major hurdle to restart the world’s largest nuclear plant in
Niigata

ST A fATraT | g & 9 99 uRATY) IS4 @t fihe A IRE o 9t sifaw
TSI qTYUT UR St

The governor of Niigata prefecture in Japan on Tuesday formally gave local consent to put
two reactors at the Kashiwazaki-Kariwa nuclear power plant back online, clearing a last
hurdle toward restarting the plant idled for more than a decade following the 2011 meltdowns
at another plant managed by the same utility.

ST & FAITaT Wid & IS9uTe 3 SR & SRS -SRIan U] Sl 6493 3 g
frugeRl &I R @ a1 o & e shigaies wirta wgafa &, fored It Suaifiar grr Ienferd
TH 3= U9 H 2011 & Aee SIS & 9I¢ U &% 3§ IS I0g § 98 Us W &I R 4 &
HRA B Sifo U R BT

Governor Hideyo Hanazumi, in his meeting with Economy and Industry Minister Ryosei
Akazawa, conveyed the prefecture’s “endorsement” to restart the No. 6 and No. 7 reactors
at the Kashiwazaki-Kariwa plant, accepting the government’s pledge to ensure safety,
emergency response and understanding of the residents.

3 erforawyT 3R I HAY TURAE SrpTeITal & 1Y Ul Soh H
WWW%WG@W7W@&W@ P P foTT Uid i
“Tdipfar mﬁﬁ?wm,mﬁquﬁmsh?ﬁmmaﬁmgﬁ@améa
WHR & dIg P WHR fHa|

Restart preparations for No. 6 reactor have moved ahead, and utility company TEPCO is
expected to apply for a final safety inspection by the Nuclear Safety Authority later this
week ahead of a possible resumption in January.

v 6 NUaex & U gH: URY 3T daiikal 3/ §¢ o1 & SR IUAITar dut disdidtait &
TRt B WU g: Tare ¥ Ugd S9 UWie & ofd & URHTY] JYREMT UTRISGRT & wHe Jifad
e FAerur & e smaed #RA @1 IEiE g

Work at the other reactor is expected to take a few more years.

TR RUger R HW R e H it $ 3R auf &1 I @ H &1 IWfiE §1

The move comes one day after the Niigata prefectural assembly adopted a budget bill that
included funding necessary for a restart, supporting the governor’s earlier consent.

g Hed fATmar gidig fAu=auT gR1 Ue geie fadas Tikd [T M &t e a1e Iorn
a1, fore® O: URY & e eiraxaes SRR =i ot $fiR IrsauTd &t 4d Witgsfa o1 gadH fama
T

‘Difficult decision’

i fofr

“It was a heavy and difficult decision,” Mr. Hanazumi told reporters.

off SIS A aragrarsil @ a1, I8 Th URI SR Hie ok ar”

He also met with Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi, who also supports nuclear energy, and
asked her to visit to observe the safety at the plant.

IBI HUTTHA WHTT arpTg § o Garehrd &1, St URHTY] SHelt &1 9HeE Bl §, 3R 399
T B GRET BT A0 H=A o o 31 7 SR o |

Japan once planned to phase out atomic power following the disaster at the Fukushima
plant caused by an earthquake and tsunami.

SITaTE A Ft YU IR FART T 5T FH R TG & 1Y & §1G URHTY] Frott bl RS
U Y FHI P DI IoHT 515 Al

But in the face of global fuel shortages, rising prices and pressure to reduce carbon
emissions, the government has reversed its policy and is now seeking to increase nuclear
energy use by accelerating reactor restarts, extending their operational lifespan and
considering building new ones.

Afp A Su= B FH, Teft Sadl 3R BT IS HH B S I1d P IAd TWHR 7
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o Of the 57 commercial reactors, 13 are currently in operation, 20 are offline and 24 others
are being decommissioned, according to the nuclear authorities.

mmﬁwﬁ%»ﬂﬂr{ 57 grioTfou® fruees) # ¥ 13 adaH & JaraH # €, 20 9 § 3R
24 39 3! Afspy fpar @1 8|
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1. | Implications of the Vande Mataram discourse

¢ AravH fawst & fFAfgard

Acrobatl( courage: Sikhs participate in a Nagar Kirtan procession ahead of Veer Bal Diwas in Amritsar, Punjab, on Tuesday. The Diwas is
observed to mark the courage and sacrifice of Sahibzada Zorawar Singh and Sahibzada Fateh Singh, the sons of Shri Guru Gobind Singh. pTI

Acrobatic courage: Sikhs participate in a Nagar Kirtan procession ahead of Veer Bal Diwas
in Amritsar, Punjab, on Tuesday. The Diwas is

observed to mark the courage and sacrifice of Sahibzada Zorawar Singh and Sahibzada
Fateh Singh, the sons of Shri Guru Gobind Singh
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Implications of the Vande Mataram discourse

he recent debate in
Parliament on Vande
Mataram, held as part
of its 150th anniversary,
deserves to be welcomed, despite
the fact that a few lawmakers from
the Opposition parties linked it to
the forthcoming Assembly
elections in West Bengal. Several
participants from the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), the Congress,
and Trinamool Congress cited
historian Sabyasachi
Bhattacharya’s book, Vande
Mataram: The Biography of a Song,
as a key source. Not surprisingly,
the debate has been accompanied
by distortions. After all,
politicians” history is often more
about politics than about scientific
truth. This is why scholars need to
engage with such debates, mainly
to rescue facts from ideologically
motivated interpretations.

For secularists, the debate
appeared to be more an exercise
in Nehru-bashing than anything
else. Given that the Congress is
almost non-existent in West
Bengal, one wonders what
electoral profit the BJP might
derive from this exercise. The key
issue that has prominently
re-emerged is whether Vande
Mataram should be sung in its
entirety or only in part, as is the
case since Independence, in its
avatar as India’s national song.

According to Professor
Bhattacharya, the song was
probably written by
Bankimchandra Chatterjee
between 1872 and 1875, but it
entered the public sphere through
his novel Anandamath, published
in 1881. The novel first appeared
serially in Bangadarshan, a
monthly journal founded by
Bankimchandra. The first
instalment of Anandamath was
published in the 12th issue of the
journal’s seventh year (Bengali
circa 1287), and the final
instalment appeared in the
Jyaistha issue of Bengali circa 1289.
According to Julius Lipner,
Professor of Hinduism at the
University of Cambridge,
Bankimchandra had a deep
knowledge of Sanskrit learning

Le@\, -
53

Shaikh Mujibur
Rehman

Author of Shikwa-e-
Hind: The Political
Future of Indian
Muslims. Views are
personal

ke

Ensuing
discussions in
Parliament will
have
implications for
Indian
secularism and
Hindu-Muslim
relations

and regularly reviewed Sanskrit
publications in Bangadarshan. He
referred to Sanskrit passages,
texts, and expressions in his
writings. Aurobindo Ghose
considered Bankim “the rishi of
Indian nationalism.”

The song played a vital role
during the Swadeshi movement.
However, around the 1930s,
prominent leaders of major
political organisations such as the
Congress, Hindu Mahasabha, and
Muslim League engaged in
discussions over it, rendering it
politically controversial. Some
Muslim leaders objected to certain
parts of it, viewing them as
idolatrous. According to puritan
interpretations of Islam, Muslims
are to worship only Allah, the
Creator of all, including Mother
Earth and the motherland itself.
They are not permitted to worship
anyone else, not even Islam’s only
messenger, Prophet Muhammad.
It is said that the Prophet was very
particular during his lifetime not
to leave any image or portrait of
himself, as he feared that followers
might begin to worship his
likeness over time.

Among prominent leaders,
Jawaharlal Nehru and
Rabindranath Tagore understood
how the extended version of the
song might affect Muslim
sensibilities. As a consequence,
only the first two stanzas were
adopted as the national song.
Tagore said, “Ifreely concede that
the whole of Bankim’s Vande
Mataram poem, read together
with its context, is liable to be
interpreted in ways that might
wound Muslim susceptibilities.”

Even Mahatma Gandhi, who
was initially enthusiastic about the
song, later reconsidered his
position. In July 1939, Gandhi
wrote in Harijan: “It had never
occurred to me that it was a Hindu
song or meant only for Hindus.
Unfortunately, now we have fallen
on evil days.” Gandhi reportedly
advised local boards and
Legislative Assemblies not to sing
the song. Notably, Prof.
Bhattacharya titled the first
chapter of his book as ‘A

Communal War Cry’.

In the recent parliamentary
debate, this historical context
explains why some Muslim MPs
such as Asaduddin Owaisi (AIMIM)
and Aga Syed Ruhullah (National
Conference) invoked Article 25 of
the Constitution, which
guarantees every citizen the
freedom to practise their faith.
This constitutionally protected
right, in the context of singing
Vande Mataram, has not been
adequately addressed by the
Hindu Right. Instead, its leaders
tend to dismiss such concerns as
mere “appeasement politics” by
Nehru and others. However, as is
now well established, any issue
involving Muslims tends to be
coloured by baseless accusations
of appeasement, which only
renders such arguments hollow
and xenophobic.

A litmus test

It appears that the desire to sing
Vande Mataram in full has been
turned into a litmus test of Indian
nationalism. Yet Indian
nationalism is far older and far
more robust. It lived in the minds
and hearts of Indians long before
Vande Mataram was composed.
Even V.D. Savarkar, the most
prominent Hindu Right thinker,
recognised this when he
celebrated Hindu-Muslim unity in
the 1857 resistance against British
rule in his book, The Indian War of
Independence of 1857.

The most curious aspect of this
controversy is that, while some
Muslims and secularists consider
Vande Mataram idolatrous,
Bankimchandra himself was
known to oppose idolatry. In an
1874 essay on the worship of
deities in Bengal, he argued that
idolatry was “anti-science,”
inimical to the growth of the
human self, and a constraint on
the human mind.

Nonetheless, the tone and tenor
of the debate in Parliament show
that the last word on this issue has
not yet been spoken — and that the
ensuing discussions will have
implications for Indian secularism
and Hindu-Muslim relations.
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Implications of the Vande Mataram discourse

9¢ arare fawst & fafgand

The recent debate in Parliament on Vande Mataram, held as part of its 150th anniversary,
deserves to be welcomed, despite the fact that a few lawmakers from the Opposition parties
linked it to the forthcoming Assembly elections in West Bengal.

d¢ AT W WG9S | gIorT 984, S SU®! 150d] quilie & 3/a¥R WR i g8, Wi
g g, vdl 8t fauelt ool & oo el A 38 st ufdm swme fyem=a T gAmat @ shenl
Several participants from the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), the Congress, and Trinamool
Congress cited historian Sabyasachi Bhattacharya’s book, Vande Mataram: The
Biography of a Song, as a key source.

STaT UTel (HTSTUT), ST 3R JUIE S & Fs Ufaqi 3 3feeR g
‘HEFIT&@W Vande Mataram: The Biography of a Song ﬁmg@@rd %Wﬁﬁ'&f‘i{d

Not surpnsmgly, the debate has been accompamed by distortions.
WHIfae %0 ¥, 39 989 & 91y fagpfear +f 9
After all, politicians’ history is often more about polltlcs than about scientific truth.

W,Wﬁﬁmﬁmwhﬁwﬁmﬂm%aﬁﬁm%

This is why scholars need to engage with such debates, mainly to rescue facts from
ideologically motivated interpretations.

=t Rl g &) 3 9891 & W&y &A1 91T, dife da1ive ¥u d IRvd aremnsi §
a0 & I SIS |

For secularists, the debate appeared to be more an exercise in Nehru-bashing than
anything else.

yHfRYgaTaTeal & foe a8 T84 foeh ofik a1d ¥ 3ife Agw=-farty &1 31ar wedtd g3
Given that the Congress is almost non-existent in West Bengal, one wonders what
electoral profit the BJP might derive from this exercise.

I8 314 §U b ufd swme ¥ i3k ey SifRIadi= §, U8 Uy 331 § foh WIeTaT &1 39
3T § o1 AT ATy et Toha g

The key issue that has prominently re-emerged is whether Vande Mataram should be sung
in its entirety or only in part, as has been the case since Independence, in its avatar as
India’s national song.

T U9 ot O G T § SWRT 5, 98 U8 © b d¢ WAy $I RT 7T ST A1 a1 hael
ifR1p & U H, ST fob Teirar & 16 § YR & AP Hd & U H gl S 8|

According to Professor Bhattacharya, the song was probably written by Bankimchandra
Chatterjee between 1872 and 1875.

WhaR HETar & S9R, I8 T Yad: 1872 ¥ 1875 & g afbwHs gguTeard gR1 forar
RIEI

It entered the public sphere through his novel Anandamath, published in 1881.

Ig 1881 T UHIRIA 3% IUAN AHGHS & HTEH ¥ AIdwi-1b & & 31|

The novel first appeared serially in Bangadarshan, a monthly journal founded by
Bankimchandra.

g SUIN Ugd SIGRI A1 | Uit & YRIaed ©U § USRI gofl, fore! wimemr
dfeads A &1 di

The first instalment of Anandamath was published in the 12th issue of the journal’s
seventh year (Bengali circa 1287).

3T-GHS ! Ugal de! URIHT & HIdd a9 & 12d 3 (STell Jad THIT 1287) H USH1R1d
&l

The final instalment appeared in the Jyaistha issue of Bengali circa 1289.

3ife FHEt SATE} Had TTUIT 1289 & T 3P T TH1RIA 65|

According to Julius Lipner, Professor of Hinduism at the University of Cambridge,
Bankimchandra had a deep knowledge of Sanskrit learning.

Fie fayfaarag & g «f & MR i iR & SR, df$uds &1 Ivgpd faean &1
TR AT AT
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e He regularly reviewed Sanskrit publlcatlons in Bangadarshan.
[ fafid &0 9 O5pd UHTRIAT B GHiem od o

o He referred to Sanskrit passages, texts, and expressions in his writings.
IBi 3T G T HEpd b 3i=M, TiefY 3R SRRl 1 Seor b

e Aurobindo Ghose considered Bankim “the rishi of Indian nationalism.”
SR Oy 7 §fpw &1 “HRet IgaTE BT B A

e The song played a vital role during the Swadeshi movement.
39 it - WGRI Mg & GRIM Aga@yul YfA®T v

e However, around the 1930s, prominent leaders of major political organisations such as the
Congress, Hindu Mahasabha, and Muslim League engaged in discussions over it.
2T, 1930 TP F AU B, &g weTauT ok gftaw o oy weHifas
TS & Adrsit A 39 W 9 B |

e This rendered it politically controversial.
Y g8 Td Ieifae €49 & faarerug o= T

¢ Some Muslim leaders objected to certain parts of it, viewing them as idolatrous.
S G a1l 3 35S P SRl W Ry T, I Gfergere A gL

e According to puritan interpretations of Islam, Muslims are to worship only Allah, the
Creator of all, including Mother Earth and the motherland itself.
mﬁw@mﬁ%eﬂﬂﬁ A B Had S(edTg, Sl TH™ GiY BT Iy
? — o erelY wrar iR ATgyfRr of <fie § — ot € SurHen AT |

e They are not permitted to worship anyone else, not even Islam’s only messenger, Prophet
Muhammad. ]
I ot 3R ot Sura 3t Sl 761 ], T8l ao & 3¥aTH & THH TR goikd ewie
EIRE T

e ltis said that the Prophet was very particular during his lifetime not to leave any image or
portrait of himself.
g1 1T ¢ fob TR 30 ShiaaTal & 39 1 &1 Ao Sicdd WrayT & fas 3@t B ofd a1
fo T SleT oMl

e He feared that followers might begin to worship his likeness over time.
I8 ATRT 2 o THT & 1Y SIFArR Ih! TP B oIT H & T g |

e Among prominent leaders, Jawaharlal Nehru and Rabindranath Tagore understood how
the extended version of the song might affect Muslim sensibilities.

T Aar3il § siarexard Age 3R gy ¥MR 3 e % fia &1 favara wu gfeaw
TGS BT H8 THIIT IR Thar |

e As aconsequence, only the first two stanzas were adopted as the national song.
S HRUI bl Ugel gl Ul 1 s M & =u  syueman w

e Tagore said, “I freely concede that the whole of Bankim’s Vande Mataram poem, read
together with its context, is liable to be interpreted in ways that might wound Muslim
susceptibilities.”

J &gl “H TgoIdT ¥ WHR TRl § [ afbd BT de A1y 0= Tyufar oik e wfed

U 9M WR U 3df § oarenfid faram S epdr € off Ry HTa-Ts &Y 3gd &R Idbd g 17

o Even Mahatma Gandhi, who was initially enthusiastic about the song, later reconsidered
his position.
%a;wﬁ?mrmﬁ, S URY T 59 711d & Ufd ST ¥, S5 916 H U1 39 YAfdaR

I

e In July 1939, Gandhi wrote in Harijan: “It had never occurred to me that it was a Hindu
song or meant only for Hindus. Unfortunately, now we have fallen on evil days.”

SaTE 1939 T il = gRe & foran, TR 77 § ot a5 7161 oman o1 6 9 &g feg Ma g an
Fad fgaft & fore g1 gufgaw, siggr qr fa=f & snu g1

o Gandhi reportedly advised local boards and Legislative Assemblies not to sing the song.
HET A1 ¢ fob e = R Sie ok faum Tl &1 a8 id =1 7+ &) Terg < 2

¢ Notably, Prof. Bhattacharya titled the first chapter of his book as ‘A Communal War Cry’.
It g fos . @aﬁ%&mﬁm%%ﬁ 3{Tg H1 XMYH ‘A Communal War Cry’
(|
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¢ Inthe recent parliamentary debate, this historical context explains why some Muslim MPs
such as Asaduddin Owaisi (AIMIM) and Aga Syed Ruhullah (National Conference)
invoked Article 25 of the Constitution.

T 59 o 78} efaetRie e sarar 8 i 0 sRigele sita=ft (AIMIm) 3T 3mm
%W(ﬁwﬁ%ﬂ)ﬁwmm%mﬁmawgéq 25 F1 I
|

o Article 25 guarantees every citizen the freedom to practise their faith.
TG 25 TASD ANIRG PI 3T UH BT YT B BT AT 1 TR Sl ¢ |

o This constitutionally protected right, in the context of singing Vande Mataram, has not
been adequately addressed by the Hindu Right.
d¢ ATRY TH & deY # g8 "auHe U I WRid ifUer g Wge R v wu 9
TSI &t e mar g

e Instead, its leaders tend to dismiss such concerns as mere “appeasement politics” by
Nehru and others.

TP TOI, 3P 1 BT Riarstt & A= 3R 3= AN &1 Had “gRHI0T i IS
FHEPR TN R ¢ 8|

o However, as is now well established, any issue involving Muslims tends to be coloured by
baseless accusations of appeasement.

gTalles, ST o 319 T §, GaEHTHL 3 ST H18 o a7 3R giydor & fAR1uR el 3
1 fea ST g1
e This only renders such arguments hollow and xenophobic.

T WY 6 Ppad @rEd SR fagzrgt 89 1 &1

A litmus test

TP HHIEL

e It appears that the desire to sing Vande Mataram in full has been turned into a litmus test
of Indian nationalism.
U1 Uelld 81l & o d¢ wrave o guf 7 & T &1 301 1 YR IPATG B SHIet o1
e T gl
¢ YetIndian nationalism is far older and more robust.
AferT U TyaTg Hel 3ife i ok gee 3
e ltlived in the minds and hearts of Indians long before Vande Mataram was composed.
Ig §¢ HIGRH &1 a1 ¥ 9gd Ugd &1 MRl & 1 3R gea o Sifad ol
e Even V.D. Savarkar, the most prominent Hindu Right thinker, recognised this.
gg 91d 4. 81 FraRa, Sl fig ge & Uy [daR® 9, 7 1t WieR o1
e He celebrated Hindu-Muslim unity in the 1857 resistance against British rule in his book
The Indian War of Independence of 1857.
3611 U J&I® The Indian War of Independence of 1857 ¥ fafe=t == o favg 1857
% uferiy ¥ fég-gfay Toar o1 S g-m|
e The most curious aspect of this controversy is that, while some Muslims and secularists
consider Vande Mataram idolatrous, Bankimchandra himself was known to oppose
idolatry.
39 fqaTe &1 qad fee=Ry ugq I8 © & S8l $© guaur iR ydffRugmamard 48 aravy
B gfdgeie Td 2, 961 dfhwes wd gfdgen & faid 3
e Inan 1874 essay on the worship of deities in Bengal, he argued that idolatry was “anti-
science”.
1874 T & B sl &1 gun W ford v fdty & I FeT i gfefgen “fagm-faRied g1
e He described it as inimical to the growth of the human self and a constraint on the
human mind.
I 3Y AM4 I & faera & ufaga iR wHa 7feass W) & du= Iam|
¢ Nonetheless, the tone and tenor of the debate in Parliament show that the last word on this
issue has not yet been spoken.
%fﬁv—{lﬁ, TG U 53 969 &1 W 3T deeN a2l ¢ i 39 T8, W 3ifew ara anft w78
I
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e The ensuing discussions will have implications for Indian secularism and Hindu-Muslim

relations.
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The upskilling gap: why women risk being left behind by Al

With 10 hours less per week for self-development than men, India’s working women need flexible learning and "time-saving” policies to compete

| DATA POINT |

Shravani Prakash

Tanu M. Goyal
Chellsea Lauhka

s 2025 ends, Indians are
A consumed by two anxie-
ties — whether artificial in-
telligence (AI) will take over their
jobs, and whether the future be-
longs to 80-hour work weeks or
the right to disconnect after office
hours. But for millions of working
women, a near 80-hour work
week is already a lived reality, as
their workday continues long after
office hours, filled with unrecog-
nised and unpaid labour. Unfortu-
nately, no Al or algorithm has yet
threatened to take over women’s
“unpaid work” or rescue them
from the long hours spent on cook-
ing, cleaning, caregiving, plan-
ning, and emotional management.
India’s latest Time Use Survey
(2024) makes this reality unmis-
takable: 40% of women now parti-
cipate in the labour force. They are
not simply leaning into paid work;
instead, they are working a relent-
less second shift. As women take
on more paid work, their unpaid
responsibilities hardly decline —
instead of substitution, there is
stacking. This results in working
women being left with limited time
for personal development, leisure,
or adequate rest.

Chart 1 highlights a stark imba-
lance in how Indian men and wo-
men divide their working hours.
On average, working women
spend around 9.6 hours a day on
combined paid and unpaid work.
A substantial share of this time is,
however, spent on unpaid work
that largely comprises elderly and
childcare activities; domestic
chores such as cooking and clean-
ing; and other voluntary work and
subsistence production. This bur-
den peaks when women are in
their prime ages (25-39 years),
leading to their total working
hours exceeding 70 hours a week.

In contrast, men record lower

total hours of work. On average,
they spend about 8.6 hours a day
on combined paid and unpaid
work, with more than 80% of this
time devoted to paid activities
(wage/salaried work, remunera-
tive self-employment, and produc-
tion of goods and services for sale).
Across the working life cycle,
men’s total work hours typically
fall within the range of 54-60
hours per week, largely because
their unpaid workload is minimal
and stable across life stages.

Women’s working hours exceed
men’s across nearly every age
group. The gap is widest in the 25-
39 age range, when women spend
double the time on unpaid caregiv-
ing than men, with childcare form-
ing the largest component. Even
later in life, while men’s unpaid
contributions rise marginally (of-
ten to care for ageing parents), the
broader unequal contract at home
remains intact, regardless of age,
occupation, or income level.

Women don’t have more hours
in a day, but they simply offset the
burden of double shifts by cutting
back on time for self-care. On aver-
age, women in India sleep fewer
hours in a week than men, with
the gap widening to around 2-2.5
hours a week during their prime
working years (Chart 2).

Women, on average, also spend
10 hours less than men every week
on self-development activities, in-
cluding learning, skill enhance-
ment, building self-awareness and
practices that support mental,
emotional, and physical well-be-
ing. Once again, this gap is widest
(around 11-12 hours per week) dur-
ing the prime age group. These fi-
gures matter immensely in an Al-
disrupted economy, since time for
upskilling and self-development is
essential to transition from low-
skilled to higher-value work.

Women contribute a mere 17%
of India’s GDP, not because they
do too little but because much of
their essential labour is unpaid
and invisible, which does not get
added in national income calcula-
tions. The Periodic Labour Force

Survey shows that nearly 40% of
women outside the labour market
cite household responsibilities as
the reason. Even the recent rise in
women’s workforce participation
is driven largely by unpaid family
work and low-paid self-employ-
ment. The Al era could make this
worse, as women’s jobs are more
automation-prone, and Al-driven
performance metrics risk penalis-
ing caregivers whose time con-
straints remain invisible to algo-
rithms

True empowerment cannot
mean merely adding jobs, unless
paid employment replaces wo-
men’s drudgery instead of com-
pounding it. Policy, technology,
and workplaces must be rede-
signed around women’s time - an
undervalued resource that under-
pins both care and productivity.
These must shift towards an out-
come-based approach that expli-
citly uses time-use data to free wo-
men’s time from unpaid work and
redirect it toward higher-value, re-
munerative activities.

The gender budget can be a key
tool to enable this by integrating
time-use metrics. Budgets must
prioritise and sustain outlays to
time-saving infrastructure such as
affordable childcare and elderly
care, piped water, clean energy,
and safe public transport. Simulta-
neously, to adapt and thrive in a ra-
pidly changing world of work, wo-
men must have access to lifelong
and flexible upskilling opportuni-
ties designed around their time,
mobility, and digital constraints.
This calls for sustained gender
budget allocations to expand pro-
grammes that build locally rele-
vant vocational capabilities,
strengthen technology and digital
skills, and scale targeted initiatives
such as the India Al Mission and AL
Careers for Women programmes.

Until women’s time is valued,
freed, and mainstreamed into pol-
icy and growth strategy, India’s
2047 Viksit Bharat vision will re-
main constrained by women’s in-
visible labour, time poverty and
underutilised potential.

Double shift for women

Chart 1A: Working hours for men in a day across age groups
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Chart 1B: Working hours for women in a day across age groups
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Chart 2: Trade-off between 10
work and sleep in number
of hours acrass age groups
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With 10 hours less per week for self-development than men, India’s working women
need flexible learning and "time-saving” poI|C|es to compete

oYl &1 ga § Te-fasra & g Ui 9iie 10 9 &H §1F & HRUI, HRd B HTHBTSN
w%mﬁﬁuﬁwufmﬁ%%qmﬂ?ﬂmﬁaﬂmaﬁ? THg-gaa” faal o
HTTIHAT §

As 2025 ends, Indians are consumed by two anxieties — whether artificial intelligence (Al)
will take over their jobs, and whether the future belongs to 80-hour work weeks or the right
to disconnect after office hours.

2025 ¥ 3fd H, YR &t Fiarsif ¥ Sz ) § — 71 nféfpRRraa efereia (Al) 37T Tl
T A, SR T UITST 80 T & BRI TWTE FT ¢ U1 SR & 91G [STpae g & ARIPR F1
But for millions of working women, a near 80-hour work week is already a lived reality, as
their workday continues long after office hours, filled with unrecognised and unpaid labour.

AT A BTSSR FRATHT P [T THTHT 80 T2 T HTd TWTE Uea Q &) araashe 2,
Fiifer ITbT PTIETT SR & J1¢ i ST 3R 3ddf~Ie 49 I W11 g

Unfortunately, no Al or algorithm has yet threatened to take over women’s “unpaid work”
or rescue them from the long hours spent on cooking, cleaning, caregiving, planning, and
emotional management.
U A, 31F IF BI3 Al TT TENRSH AfRarsit & “srdafe rl” & Juraq a1 3¢ [T
ga»ﬁ, TWTS, TTUTH, AT 3R YIGTHP YaUE § T a1d ds JHg J Gad el R grl

I
India’s latest Time Use Survey (2024) makes this reality unmistakable: 40% of women now
participate in the labour force. ]
YRd &1 TdHdH T3H g9l 99 (2024) TH T HI T 6T ¢ [ 31d 40% AfTATE 97 g o
YT el &
They are not simply leaning into paid work; instead, they are working a relentless second
shift.
d $ad JaIHRN R T a6 §; 9fcep o AR T gadt Rge i R @
As women take on more paid work, their unpaid responsibilities hardly decline — instead
of substitution, there is stacking
R ARt mwwmm% @ St RrReIRal aHT $F 51 gl —
UfRITO & ToI1g BT BT Sigt Sl SATal 3|
This results in working women being left with limited time for personal development,
leisure, or adequate rest.

T URUIH I8 81T ¢ 3 ol afigansi & ury safewama faew, sraerer a1 wafw
R & fog SHifdra awg sTar |

Chart 1 highlights a stark imbalance in how Indian men and women divide their working
hours.

ATE 1 T8 AT & o YR 739 3R Afgan o S T80T B H R U J died g
On average, working women spend around 9.6 hours a day on combined paid and unpaid
work.

S, HTHGTST AfgATd UG TRTHT 9.6 ¥ da-THI Tt 3R rdaf~e ot & foardh &

A substantial share of this time is spent on unpaid work, including elderly and childcare,
domestic chores such as cooking and cleaning, and other voluntary work and
subsistence production.

T IHT H1 UH 931 [e Srdaf-e &1 8 iy &, forad gl ofk g= 3t S@HTd, ;Y
BT O GHT I 3R THTS, T 370 Wafss &1 iR saafak Iaure wnfia &

This burden peaks when women are in their prime ages (25-39 years), leading to total
working hours exceeding 70 hours a week.

Ig I Afgarstl &1 Y87 3 (25-39 9¥) & Ta¥ HfUF gid &, o 371 $d S 98T 70
He ufa Jare ¥ 31fie 8 Sira g

In contrast, men record lower total hours of work.

% fAuia, Tou &1 $at ST G0 9 1 8|

On average, men spend about 8.6 hours a day on combined paid and unpaid work, with
more than 80% of this time devoted to paid activities.
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3TaH, gV Ui T 8.6 He $d S H I &, FoFTH T 80% | 3iftres wag daaft
nfafaftr o S gl

Across the working life cycle, men’s total work hours typically fall within 54—60 hours per
week.

R BRI Siia I T, TN &1 Hd B G FHTIG: 54-60 G Ui TwTe & s §dl g
Women’s working hours exceed men’s across nearly every age group.

YT B 3Tg Tt § Afgarnsfl &1 S I0g ool | Sifte giar g

The gap is widest in the 25—-39 age range, when women spend double the time on unpaid
caregiving than men.

g 3R 25-39 TY &1 1Y & Yad 31fee giaT g, ofd AfREE Jo™ &1 gaT H P S@HTS
TR ERHT GHG T g

Women don’t have more hours in a day, but they offset the burden by cutting back on self-
care.

afgarsii & U i § Siftres € 7181 §1d, ek d Td Y S@UTA HT IHT I 39 digl Bl
T 5

On average, women in India sleep fewer hours than men, with the gap widening to around
2-2.5 hours a week during their prime working years.

3RTaH, YR H AR T30 &1 o1 & 1 il 8, 3R I8 3R 3% G $1d 6t § 2-2.5
He gfd Awig d% §¢ Al g |

Women also spend 10 hours less per week than men on self-development activities.

Higent - nfafaftrl w gel Bt ge | ufd IwrE 10 9 BH IH 3 B

These figures matter immensely in an Al-disrupted economy, since time for upskilling and
self-development is essential to move from low-skilled to higher-value work.

3 3fips Al Q guTaa Srfeaawur o srid Heayuf €, Fife Srafpfen ik wa-faswrd & forg
T HH-PINE A SH-Yed P § URacH o oY M g1
Women contribute a mere 17% of India’s GDP, not because they do too little but because

much of their essential labour is unpaid and invisible, which does not get added in national
income calculations.

AfFATE YR & GDP BT Pad 17% TNTGH Sl &, Wwwﬂﬁ%%ammaﬂ?ﬁ%
S SR & IT SIIBIRT SMaaes o i 3R 3rewd &, o g sima 3t o H
fEa a1 fbar ST

The Periodic Labour Force Survey shows that nearly 40% of women outside the labour
market cite household responsibilities as the reason.

ARAfS® daR P |d el 8 b 41 TR  a16R g drell THTHT 40% HigaTE 391
FHROT R et & garkh €

Even the recent rise in women’s workforce participation is driven largely by unpaid family
work and low-paid self-employment.

afgansit & srdaa HEfert & erfern afS o Tora: srdafae wiRare ot sik &7 3a9
Tt W 4 ORd B

The Al era could make this worse, as women'’s jobs are more automation-prone, and Al-
driven performance metrics risk penalising caregivers whose time constraints remain
invisible to algorithms.

Al g 39 fUfA &Y 3R foTrs T 7, Fiifes Afgarsit &t eiar sifie Taema=-uaur 8, 3R
gﬁ%uﬁé@mhﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁ%ﬁﬁmmﬁm
ey |

True empowerment cannot mean merely adding jobs, unless paid employment replaces
women’s drudgery instead of compounding it.

IRATID ARIAIBRUT BT 37 Had BT SIS ol 81 Tabdl, 9Id q fob AATHR AR
afgarstt & FSR Agd B! HH HY, 7 fo 3 3R e

Policy, technology, and workplaces must be redesigned around women’s time — an
undervalued resource that underpins both care and productivity.

Hiferal, apie 3R SrRiwE o Afeensl & THa & 3d-M1E g7: fSwrs fdan o =y —
Ig U HH ATHT T JATY ¢ S SEHTA 3R IATGH T 11 BT 3R

These must shift towards an outcome-based approach that explicitly uses time-use data to
free women'’s time from unpaid work and redirect it toward higher-value, remunerative
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activities.
S5 UNRUTH-3MeTRa ¥HI0T BT iR Tg1 A1, SN STFH-GoT ST BT WF IR B Afgamaii
& TG B! Sfddi-i BT § ad I I-Je 3R IS RI fafaftrl o1 3R AIs |

e The gender budget can be a key tool to enable this by integrating time-use metrics.
ST geTe 39 TP HEAqUl SUSRY 51 Il ¢, Afe 394 TTSH-gH Afea $ THipd fbal
a|

e Budgets must prioritise and sustain outlays to time-saving infrastructure such as
affordable childcare and elderly care, piped water, clean energy, and safe public
transport.
goic o IHY-q9d ATEGT DI EGHAT R MR I0 firer aifeu, o wvdt argesdaR
3R gt TwuTE, UrsU A 5 Syfef, Taws Seit, iR WRfda wrdwifae ufvasal

e Simultaneously, to adapt and thrive in a rapidly changing world of work, women must have
access to lifelong and flexible upskilling opportunities designed around their time,
mobility, and digital constraints.
7Y g, ol & Sead e g § srgmad SR wifd & forg afganstt & 39% wwa, faiierdn
3R feforea Wrameif & sy st iR aid srufpferT srawR e =nfeul

e This calls for sustained gender budget allocations to expand programmes that build locally
relevant vocational capabilities, strengthen technology and digital skills, and scale
targeted initiatives such as the India Al Mission and Al Careers for Women programmes.

3P 10 AR ST oeic 3MTde B! Al 7, dife I ¥ I UrEfie
grarait o1 fAfor 81, aeiet ik fefored Siwra Iwad 8, 3R India Al Mission TT Al
Careers for Women é@aﬁwWwWﬁW|

e Until women’s time is valued, freed, and mainstreamed into policy and growth strategy,
India’s 2047 Viksit Bharat vision will remain constrained by women’s invisible labour, time
poverty, and underutilised potential.

e a% Afgarslt & THY B Tgd To! fadl ST, 39 Gad e (ol Sl SR i 7 fasra
U & PRy H 76T O ST, 99 9 HRd BT 2047 e d WRd faw afeenst &
ST YU, UG B T 3R 3rquf Iugin $t 75 &rwar I 1fdd @
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Holiday hues

T el e e

Tourists at the frost covered grassland at Neymakkad estate near Periyavarai in Munnar on Tuesday. JOMON PAMPAVALLEY

Tourists at the frost covered grassland at Neymakka estate near Periyavarai in Munnar on
Tuesday.
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A native forest along the Strait of Magellan, near the Brunswick Peninsula, where Chile plans to create Cape Froward National Park to protect roughly 150,000 hectares of forests,
peatlands, glaciers, and coastline in collaboration with Rewilding Chile, in Punta Arenas, Chile. REUTERS

A native forest along the Strait of Magellan, near the Brunswick Peninsula, where Chile

plans to create Cape Forward National Park to protect roughly 150,000 hectares of forests,

peatlands, glaciers, and coastline in collaboration with Rewilding Chile, in Punta Arenas,

Chile
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95 lakh electors left out of draft rolls of three States, one U.T.

I I 3R TP o RTT USRT Bt AAleT AdgTaT YAl | 95 T
HdGTdT S8
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YEATINAR FiY B WD RGSdl BT ATH A B & [T R34t
A
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didt-oft 7 <ff srffFraw 2025 WREATHS B B ¥ FRaT 8

4. | End the explmtatlon

BT 3d B
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A Frafd po  T=ai A Rme e §
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Y YR T M-S Ugh BT STEI0 HI I3 &

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page16



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

95 lakh electors left
out of draft rolls of
three States, one UT.

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

About 95 lakh names have
been excluded from the
draft electoral rolls in Kera-
la, Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh, and Andaman
and Nicobar, which were
published on Tuesday as
part of the ongoing special
intensive revision exercise.

In Kerala, names of
24,08 lakh from among
2.78 crore voters were de-
leted. Of the 2.12 crore
electors in Chhattisgarh,

27.34 lakh names were
dropped, and in Madhya
Pradesh, 42.74 lakh of the
5.74 crore electors were
struck off. In the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands,
64,000 of the 3.10 lakh
electors were removed
from the draft rolls.

Voters whose names
have been deleted can ap-
ply for re-inclusion. The fi-
nal rolls will be issued in
February 2026.
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» PAGES3 &5

95 lakh electors left out of draft
rolls of three States, one U.T.
T I 3R TP s MR U™
FI HHeT AdeET Rl A 95 A
HdqIdl dTgR

. About 95 lakh names have been
excluded from the draft electoral rolls in
Kerala, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh,
and Andaman and Nicobar, which were
published on Tuesday as part of the ongoing
special intensive revision exercise.

1 3¢ oI e GiEon $nar & dgd
WIAAR &1 UHIRIT ARSI e gl &
&, BTG, A YT, 3R AU 3R
PR & Y I 95 TG AT SR I 3T
TR

. In Kerala, names of 24.08 lakh from
among 2.78 crore voters were deleted.

I T 2.78 HRIS HdGTarsil & T 24.08 IR
HH ¢ Y|

° Of the 2.12 crore electors in
Chhattisgarh, 27.34 lakh names were
dropped, and in Madhya Pradesh, 42.74
lakh of the 5.74 crore electors were struck

off.
BUIE H 2.12 FIS Hagrarsi § § 27.34 TG AW U T, 3R ALY US § 5.74 HRIS
Hagare d ¥ 42.74 @R 91 $Ie AU M|

¢ |nthe Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 64,000 of the 3.10 lakh electors were removed from

the draft rolls.

3su™ 3R PR guayg & 3.10 AR Tagrarsit & I 64,000 & AT Jfay I gern

|

o Voters whose names have been deleted can apply for re-inclusion.

S IrdeTaTsi & 1 gert 7Y §, § 4H: W fU oM & 1T 3mded &R 9 B

e The final rolls will be issued in February 2026.

Sifom Taerar gt weast 2026 F SR & ST

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page17



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

ROV study to assess
structural integrity
of Mullaperiyar dam

IE|!E !1[1!]] !ureau

IDUKKI

An underwater inspection
using a remotely operated
vehicle (RoV) began at the
Mullaperiyar dam in Idukki
on Tuesday to assess the
structural integrity of the
dam.

According to sources,
the inspection is being con-
ducted on the dam’s water-
front portion to determine
its strength.

The inspection of the
1,200-ft-long structure is
being carried out in 100-
metre segments. After
each 100-metre section is
inspected, the dam’s width
will be further divided into
50-metre intervals for a

more detailed ROV sweep.

Finally, the middle por-
tion of the dam will be di-
vided into 10-metre sec-
tions to collect
high-resolution images of
the waterfront area.

Sources said earlier stu-
dies conducted by the Ker-
ala government had found
that the lime-surki mortar
and cement mix had erod-
ed, leaving stones visible at
a depth of 110 ft.

The ROV study was be-
ing conducted following a
directive from the Su-
preme Court. The research
was being led by experts
from the Central Soil and
Materials Research Station,
Delhi, using an ROV
brought from France.

detailed ROV sweep.
Y% 100-Hiex Ws & Al & a1, 3ifiie faxgd st Tiu & forg siy ) TS &1 50-
Hiex siavrer | fauiforg fosan s
o Finally, the middle portion of the dam will be divided into 10-metre sections to collect high-
resolution images of the waterfront area.

3iddt:, FiY & AT N BT 10-Hex Wl T fquIford fasar Sem arfes aievthe &7 &1 3a-

Reitege ofaat ved o) o1 9|
e Sources said earlier studies conducted by the Kerala government had found that the lime-

surki mortar and cement mix had eroded, leaving stones visible at a depth of 110 ft.

G A el fob P WRPR gRT [T T U5l & ez B urn 717 AT {3 qAr-gRadt ?efR oiv
Wee forgror ef¥a 81 T 2, B 110 e Y 18R18 W URR fars 39 @
e The ROV study was being conducted following a directive from the Supreme Court.

T B¢ & (G2 & 1 I8 ARST Seaa a1 S g1 1

e The research was being led by experts from the Central Soil and Materials Research
Station, Delhi, using an ROV brought from France.

Ig MY HAT GeT Te ARt Srgae wxM, fawedt & faRivsl gRT Wi | AT 7Y SRaiid
P SUANT Db (AT ST g1 UT|

ROV study to assess structural
integrity of Mullaperiyar dam

TiY B IRIATHSD
G ST BT ATHAT B3I & forg
3RS Srema—

. An underwater inspection using a
remotely operated vehicle (RoV) began
at the Mullaperiyar dam in Idukki on
Tuesday to assess the structural
integrity of the dam.
TiY B EAATHD RIS AT B b
DR & [ HITAAR S gt RUd
YeaTafaR iy § Ruiedd sifuves o
(RoV) HT IUTNT & gU U UMl & -id
e == g
) According to sources, the inspection
is being conducted on the dam’s
waterfront portion to determine its
strength.
¥l & SIER, 7Y B Herge! Huffd H
37 %%nz Y dlespe fowdr FRie & araR
I

. The inspection of the 1,200-ft-long
structure is being carried out in 100-metre
segments.

1,200 e Gt TEAT BT AR7E07 100-Hiew
WSl forar S @ 5|

. After each 100-metre section is
inspected, the dam’s width will be further
divided into 50-metre intervals for a more
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The VB-G RAM G Act 2025 fixes structural gaps

he President of India has assented to

the Viksit Bharat — Guarantee for

Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin)

Act, 2025, enhancing the statutory
wage employment guarantee to 125 days and
strengthening rural livelihoods through
empowerment, convergence, and
saturation-based delivery for a resilient,
self-reliant rural Bharat.

A misreading by some

Yet, even as the VB-G RAM G Act comes into
force, there are some who have advanced a set of
assumptions that do not withstand careful
scrutiny. It is being claimed that the employment
guarantee has been weakened, that
decentralisation and demand-based rights have
been undermined without consultation, and that
the reform represents fiscal withdrawal that is
disguised as restructuring. Each of these
assertions rests on a misreading of the Act’s
substance and intent.

‘What has led to this misreading is a deeper
conceptual error — the assumption that welfare
and development are opposing choices. The new
framework is built on the opposite
understanding: that welfare, anchored in an
enhanced statutory livelihood guarantee, and
development, anchored in durable infrastructure
creation and productivity enhancement, are
mutually reinforcing. Income support, asset
creation, agricultural stability and long-term rural
productivity are treated as a continuum rather
than a trade-off. This is not aspirational rhetoric
but an approach embedded in statutory design.

The suggestion that the legal right to
employment has been diluted is incorrect. The
Act retains the statutory and justiciable character
of the employment guarantee while
strengthening its enforceability. Far from being
curtailed, the entitlement has been expanded
from 100 to 125 days. Procedural dis-entitlement
clauses that previously nullified unemployment
allowance in practice have been removed, and
time-bound grievance redress mechanisms have
been reinforced. The reform directly addresses
the long-recognised gap between statutory
promise and lived reality.

It is also argued that demand-based
employment has been abandoned in favour of
top-down planning. This rests on a false binary.
Demand for work continues to originate from
workers. What changes is that demand is no
longer addressed only after distress has set in. By
anchoring execution in advance, participatory
village-level planning, the reform ensures that
when workers seek employment, work is actually
available rather than denied due to administrative
unpreparedness. Planning, in this sense, does not
suppress demand; it operationalises it.

The charge of centralisation overlooks the
architecture of the law. Gram panchayats remain
the primary planning and implementing
authorities, and gram sabhas retain approval
powers over local plans. What has changed is that
decentralised planning is no longer ad hoc or
episodic but institutionalised as a structured and
participatory process. Viksit Gram Panchayat
Plans are aggregated at the block, district, State
and national levels to enable coordination,
convergence and visibility across sectors, not to

Shivraj Si
Chouhan

is Union Minister for
Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare, and
Rural Development,
Government of India

Guarantee for
Rozgar and
Ajeevika
Mission
(Gramin) (VB-G
RAM G) Act,
2025 is no
demolition; the
opposition to
the Act is based
on a set of
assumptions

override local priorities. What is centralised is
coherence; the decision-making authority
remains local. This corrects fragmentation
without undermining decentralisation.

Claims that the reform was pushed through
without consultation are equally inconsistent
with the record. The Bill was preceded by
extensive consultations with State governments,
technical workshops and multi-stakeholder
discussions. Core design features — village
planning structures, convergence mechanisms
and digital governance systems — were shaped by
feedback from States and by lessons drawn from
years of implementation.

An increase in allocations, equity

The broader premise that the employment
guarantee was systematically weakened over the
past decade does not align with facts. Budgetary
allocations increased from ¥33,000 crore in
2013-14 to 86,000 crore in 2024-25. Person days
generated rose from 1,660 crore in the period up
to 2013-14 to 3,210 crore thereafter. Central funds
released increased from 2.13 lakh crore to ¥8.53
lakh crore, and completed works expanded from
153 lakh to 862 lakh. Women’s participation rose
from 48% to 56.73%. Over 99% of fund transfer
orders are now generated on time, and nearly
99% of active workers are linked to the Aadhaar
Payment Bridge. These trends point to sustained
commitment and improved delivery, not neglect.

‘What became evident over time, however, was
that implementation experience had also
revealed structural weaknesses in the earlier
framework itself — episodic employment, weak
enforceability of unemployment allowance,
fragmented asset creation and persistent scope
for duplication and ghost entries. These
weaknesses were visible on the ground during
drought years, migration spikes and periods of
disruption such as the COVID-19 pandemic.

Fiscal restructuring under the new Act is also
mischaracterised as abdication. The central
government’s contribution is increasing — the
provision for the Centre’s share rises from
86,000 crore to nearly ¥95,000 crore,
underscoring continued and enhanced support
for rural employment. The 60:40 funding model
follows the long-established structure of centrally
sponsored schemes, while the northeastern and
Himalayan States and Jammu and Kashmir are
accorded a differential 90:10 ratio. Far from
signalling fiscal withdrawal, this framework
reinforces shared responsibility and
accountability.

Equity is ensured through rule-based
normative allocation, with State-wise allocations
determined on objective parameters prescribed
in the Rules. States are treated not as mere
implementing agencies but as partners in
development, empowered to notify and
operationalise their own schemes within the
statutory framework. Flexibility is explicitly
preserved: during natural disasters, or other
extraordinary situations, States may recommend
special relaxations, which includes expansion of
permissible works and temporary enhancement
of employment. Rule-based allocation and
contextual flexibility are thus balanced in a
manner consistent with cooperative federalism.

The Act empowers States to notify, in advance,

The VB-G RAM G Act 2025 fixes structural gaps

dleft-sit 3w St Siftrfeaw 2025 IREATHS HIUAT B

periods aggregating to 60 days in a financial year
covering peak sowing and harvesting seasons
during which works shall not be undertaken.
Differentiated notifications may be issued at the
level of districts, blocks, or gram panchayats
based on agro-climatic conditions, ensuring that
the enhanced employment guarantee
complements agricultural operations.

The UPA’s record

From its very first tenure, the Congress-led
United Progressive Alliance (UPA) government
failed to match rhetoric with delivery under
MGNREGA. While the Congress manifesto
promised “at least 100 days of work at a real wage
of T100 per day”, the government capped wages
at %100 as early as 2009 and kept them frozen for
years, ignoring inflation and rising rural distress.
The Centre openly admitted that States were
acting arbitrarily under the scheme and justified
the wage freeze by blaming State governments for
“indiscriminate increases’. This admission itself
exposed a serious governance failure: the
Congress-led Centre was unable to control even
its own State governments, allowing MGNREGA to
become vulnerable to misuse, fake job cards, and
financial leakages.

The UPA’s second term saw a steady decline in
commitment to the scheme. Budgetary
allocations were cut from 340,100 crore in 2010-11
10 33,000 crore by 2012-13, despite growing
demand from States. In a parliamentary reply in
2013, Minister of State Rajeev Shukla
acknowledged that employment under
MGNREGA had fallen sharply — from 7.55 crore
workers in 2010-11 to just 6.93 crore by November
2013. Delayed fund releases, lack of transparency
in payments, and administrative apathy
discouraged workers from seeking employment,
directly undermining the legal guarantee
promised under the Act.

The Comptroller and Auditor General’s 2013
report laid bare the true state of MGNREGA
during the UPA years. It highlighted widespread
corruption and mismanagement: over 4.33 lakh
fake or defective job cards, thousands of crores
lost to unaccounted withdrawals and irregular
work, delayed or denied wages in 23 States, and
poor record-keeping in more than half of India’s
gram panchayats. States with the highest
concentration of rural poor — Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh and Maharashtra — used only about 20%
of allocated funds, proving that the scheme failed
precisely where it was needed most.

To frame the debate as a choice between
welfare and development is to pose a false
dichotomy. Welfare, when anchored in a
guaranteed livelihood, and development, when
anchored in durable rural infrastructure and
productivity, are not competing objectives but
interdependent ones. The real decision was
whether to freeze a framework that often
under-delivered, or to reform it into a modern,
enforceable, and integrated employment
guarantee that advances welfare through
development. The new Act preserves the legal
right to work, expands entitlements, strengthens
worker protections, and corrects structural
weaknesses revealed through years of
implementation. This is not demolition, but a
process of renewal grounded in experience.

R BIAT R

Viksit Bharat — Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) Act, 2025

fafRId YRd — AR 3R srshifaeT o mdfior

) MRT Srferfraw, 2025

The President of India has assented to the Viksit Bharat — Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) Act, 2025, enhancing the statutory wage employment guarantee

to 125 days.
YR &

J fapfia HRd — SR 3R srrshifaeT farer (meion MR sifferas,

2025 %! Wipfd 21 8, TR Jenfie Horgsl ASFIR TR 1 125 faY I Tgmn T B

The Act aims at strengthening rural livelihoods through empowerment, convergence, and

saturation-based delivery for a resilient, self-reliant rural Bharat.

T8 fffam axifaaeor, SRR 3R SqRe-sneutfyd faavor & mrem & o
SATONfABT H) Aolgd B BT TeT Tl 7, Al Fee 3R eyl smdor ura &1 fmfor g

& |
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A misreagling by some

O ann

GIRT ITeTd HTST

Even as the VB-G RAM G Act comes into force, some have advanced assumptions that do
not withstand careful scrutiny.

VB-G RAM G SifUfam & ar 81 & 1Y & $© Al 2 T SFHM TIIE § St g+ o &
feebd 781 1
It is being claimed that the employment guarantee has been weakened.

Tg TraT fhar o T 8 o SR TR B FHR R fear mr gl

It is also alleged that decentralisation and demand-based rights have been undermined
without consultation.

g i SRIT TN 1 T & o fadrsitanor ofiR AiT-3muria sfUeRY &1 wrast & famr
FUGR a1 T gl

Some claim that the reform represents fiscal withdrawal disguised as restructuring.

$B NIl BT g & b I8 YUR GRET & = o fyd g s arosht

Each of these assertions rests on a misreading of the Act’s substance and intent.

A gquit T rfferas Ft o HIaT 3R ST P Terd FHS W SR B

What has led to this misreading is a deeper conceptual error — the assumption that welfare
and development are opposm choices.
3 e ARSAT & %m%g%%—ugw%weﬁ?mw-w
% faRieh fowe %’ |

The new framework is built on the opposite understanding that welfare and development
are mutually reinforcing.

T G 39 fAuid THg R 3neTRd g i dearor 3R fAerT tah g 31 geg Fed 2|
Welfare is anchored in an enhanced statutory livelihood guarantee, and development in
durable infrastructure creation and productivity enhancement.

HT &) fawaria dufe smeitfaeT TR § Siier w7, Jefes faw &1 fewrss
SEReAT fAufor ik IaTemar gfs 3|

Income support, asset creation, agricultural stability and long-term rural productivity
are treated as a continuum rather than a trade-off.

3 ggrudr, uRkauf fFafor, i fRRar v Sedeifere unftor sargea ! gusia &
oI U FReRa 3 &0 3 3@ 71 3|

This approach is embedded in statutory design, not merely aspirational rhetoric.

Ig DD Had SATHIETETS YT g, a%m” Heg H SfafifRa gl

The suggestion that the legal right to employment has been diluted is incorrect.

Tg gI1d & AR BT STAT SHRISR HHWIR fHar mar €, 7ad 3|

The Act retains the statutory and justiciable character of the employment guarantee while
strengthening enforceability.

ST JASATR TR & AUTP MR TR WY & §-1Y @ §U STD! Yad-adr &
THAGd Bl ¢

The entitlement has been expanded from 100 to 125 days, not curtailed.

ISR BT 100 V TGP 125 & a1 T , Teran 78t ma|

Procedural dis-entitlement clauses that earlier nullified unemployment allowance have
been removed.

Ugd SRISRTRT 4T FSryTat 53 a1l Uishareas SruTsraT WrauT=i &1 gel faar man 3|
Time-bound grievance redress mechanisms have been reinforced.

e Rrerad fFaru & & gee fear mar g1

The reform addresses the long-recognised gap between statutory promise and lived
reality.

ggw%mﬁmaﬁ&ﬁvmﬁwaﬁﬁaaﬁwﬁwwﬁaﬁﬁmm
|

It is argued that demand-based employment has been abandoned in favour of top-down
planning.

g@ﬁ%mww%%m-anmﬁaﬁwmﬁwﬁ#%aﬁuﬁw%q&rﬁ@ﬁs%mw
|
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This rests on a false binary.
U5 U ¢S &8 W AR &
¢ Demand for work continues to originate from workers.
ST Bt AT 379 off AergRl o g1 I gicll 5
e What changes is that demand is no longer addressed only after distress has set in.

g g g fo Al &1 39 Pad Hbe ST 84 & d1G o JaNdd Tal fobar S|

o By anchoring execution in advance, participatory village-level planning, work is available
when demanded.
Friform, Tgurht sma-w Qe & g1em § ag gRAfa fear w g 6 o % s e
RECERE]
e Planning does not suppress demand; it operationalises it.
ST W Y gaTel 8T, 9t I AagR A IR T
. The charge of centralisation overlooks the architecture of the law.
BT AR P DI AT DI ToR 3G HT 5|
¢ Gram panchayats remain the primary planning and implementing authorities.
U vaTgd 3§ H gReT g 3R STaiaae witie o+ g3 §
e Gram sabhas retain approval powers over local plans.
YT FUTSHT & U RITI Aerre & Wepfa 39 1 ifier s gen gl
e Decentralised planmng is now institutionalised, not ad hoc or episodic.
¥ oo AT o HRINTA 2, 7 ¥ St a1 Sifafera |
e Viksit Gram Panchayat Plans are aggregated at block, district, State and national levels.
R 9 darga gieF =i, ﬁ;m,waﬁvvr@uwuvvﬁmﬁaﬁr%
e This enables coordination, convergence and visibility across sectors, not overriding local
priorities.
Y &t | wH=ad, JAFURIRT 3R uReRiar 9 §, 7 i wiria mrufiredrsit &1 sifamdur
BT gl
o Whatis centralised is coherence, while decision-making authority remains local.
T W B Bl e T, Srafes i a9 o1 Sifie R R € ke 7
e This corrects fragmentation without undermining decentralisation.
7% fad ez #) HrwR [P foqr s & gurdar 3|
e Claims of lack of consultation are inconsistent with the record.

W B B & <1d Repls I A 781 @ |

e The Bill was preceded by extensive consultations with State governments, technical
workshops, and multi-stakeholder discussions.

390 T Ugd Ied BRI & ATY ATIH WRIRl, dh-iat FRIRmam, ik 9g-RaurR®
it g3 |

o Core design features were shaped by State feedback and lessons from years of
implementation.

T RIS faRvdTd Irea 3t ufafear sk aut & erafaad 3 frd sgyal @ @ 31 TS|

An increase in allocations, equity
3rde ¥ gfe, gu=ar

e The broader premise that the employment guarantee was systematically weakened over
the past decade does not align with facts.
fUsd Th ax@ o AR TRET B afRUT@ F9 F AR fHa1 T1—ag YR a2 9 0d
ol Q|

¢ Budgetary allocations increased from 33,000 crore in 2013-14 to 86,000 crore in 2024—
25,
T 3Tde 2013-14 H 233,000 HAS J TGH 2024-25 H 286,000 HRIS &l 1T

e Person days generated rose from 1,660 crore in the period up to 2013-14 to 3,210 crore
thereafter.
gfora safea-feaw 2013-14 % 1,660 FRIS T dgHR a1 B 3@l A 3,210 HRAS &1 |

e Central funds released increased from ¥2.13 lakh crore to ¥8.53 lakh crore.

Fdra AR &1 frfae 22.13 9@ $AS T Igax 28.53 OA HIIS &1 141
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Completed works expanded from 153 lakh to 862 lakh.

quf fT T H1d 153 TG | 9HR 862 AT gl TU|

Women'’s participation rose from 48% to 56.73%.

ufgensi Ft urfiart 48% I TEHR 56.73% Bl TS|

Over 99% of fund transfer orders are now generated on time.

3T 99% T 3P B B TSI THY W IR gid g

Nearly 99% of active workers are linked to the Aadhaar Payment Bridge.

TTHT 99% HAfehd 4fire Sy e f ¥ 93 gU il

These trends point to sustained commitment and improved delivery, not neglect.

3 ol AR ufdasar iR dgaR fparag=T o SiR Ydhd axdl §, 7 for I0&m 31 3R

What became evident over time was that implementation experience revealed structural
weaknesses in the earlier framework.

TG & 1Y U8 WY ol fob prai-aae & gUT A R o1 &1 I TS U DI
ISR T

These included episodic employment, weak enforceability of unemployment allowance,

fragmented asset creation, and scope for duplication and ghost entries.

ST ST ISR, RATINY 4 F HoiR yad=raar, Rrefsa uReaRy fmfo, sk
37T 9 Wil ufafdat &) erg=r nfie o

These weaknesses were visible during drought years, migration spikes, and disruptions
such as the COVID-19 pandemic.

J HHNAT &1 qul, gard # BT, 3R COVID-19 WeTHRY St anensii & SR @y f|
Fiscal restructuring under the new Act is mischaracterised as abdication.

U 3ffifm & dgd faita TRives &1 qrRia-am & ©0 8 7ad & 3 UK a1 T 8|
The central government’s contribution is increasing, with the Centre’s share rising from
¥86,000 crore to nearly 95,000 crore.

F% PR BT NG 9 V8T @, 981 Hg B QT 86,000 PRI T TGHR TTHT £95,000
HAS 51 T8

This underscores continued and enhanced support for rural employment.

Tg Arfior AR & oy FPReR iR gee wnda & Xaifed s g

The 60:40 funding model follows the long-established structure of centrally sponsored
schemes.

60:40 T fawaIyur Aise SEa UrRTG Grerrail &1 Seidbiiiie T BT SRl B B
The northeastern and Himalayan States and Jammu and Kashmir are accorded a 90:10
ratio.

ot 3R fRuTerdt Irsat qur Sy 3R HRHR o1 90:10 rgUTa AT T |

Far from signalling fiscal withdrawal, this framework reinforces shared responsibility and
accountability.

Tt araeft &1 Tahd 37 9 gR, U8 < Are Rt 3R SaradEt & Auied BRa 3|
Equity is ensured through rule-based normative allocation.

Tl &1 Fraw-snuria aFe smde & arem 9 g fear mn gl

State-wise allocations are determined on objective parameters prescribed in the Rules.
IoY-aR 3frde- famt & Fufid g arFe! & S1yR R 99 81d 8

States are treated as partners in development, not mere implementing agencies.

I} BT Had BRI TR g, dfep fIprT # IR AFT T |

States are empowered to notify and operationalise their own schemes within the
statutory framework.

T BT duTE @i & iR St el @t siftgfra SiR g v &1 SifeR fgar m

gl
Flexibility is explicitly preserved.
AAIETI W U ¥ W& 3@ T 7

During natural disasters or extraordinary situations, States may recommend special
relaxations.

WIpfae® 3muerait a1 TRy ufkfRufaay & o0 faRiv ge o! R o gad §1
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This includes expansion of permissible works and temporary enhancement of
employment.

TH AT BTl o1 IR SR AoR # Sreurdt gfs =nfia g

Rule-based allocation and contextual flexibility are balanced in line with cooperative
federalism.

fFram-smenfea smae ok ufifRufeea adiares @) GgeRl Judrg & ey Jgfad faar
T g

The Act empowers States to notify in advance periods aggregating to 60 days in a
financial year.

%ﬁ%ﬁww@ﬁaﬁﬁ?ﬂuaﬁﬁﬁsoﬁﬁwﬁmmﬁ ARGRIF FA &1 3fBR
I

These periods cover peak sowing and harvesting seasons during which works shall not
be undertaken.

3 AT gars 3R HeTs b IR WG &I HAR B! ¢, [P SR PRI 81 fhT S|
Differentiated notifications may be issued at the level of districts, blocks, or gram
panchayats based on agro-climatic conditions.

FiN-Saarg ufifRufedt & SuR R forar, sie a1 3w vargd TR R fafea siRrge=mg
S & T et B |

This ensures that the enhanced employment guarantee complements agricultural
operations.

Ig AT Har & fos faara Ao TRE $ w1af & e w0 & Frf a1

The UPA’s record

giie &1 fvsis

From its very first tenure, the Congress-led United Progressive Alliance (UPA)
government failed to match rhetoric with delivery under MGNREGA.
30 Ugd PHADTA 9 & HIAG-—qed arat Ggad WIaRNd Teae (TUY) RSN T &
TEd BUT SR Fe H Aoy RAId a1 | fawd T
While the Congress manifesto promised “at least 100 days of work at a real wage of
100 per day”, the government capped wages at ¥100 as early as 2009.
SE1 B & YUY § #2100 Uil Pt aRAid® AoIg! TR HH A HH 100 &7 &1 H19”
S 1 I1aT a1 7T T, 95T TRPBR A 2009 T g AeTgR Bi 2100 W Wdra o= faam
Wages were kept frozen for years, |gnor|ng inflation and rising rural distress.
Tt Yhe B SGE B §UAGIG B BS aul adb AR 34T T4

The Centre openly admitted that States were acting arbitrarily under the scheme.
F% WHR 1 Ga dR R WeR a1 & g1 & dgd Isa 779M &7 1d a2 3 A
It justified the wage freeze by blaming States for “indiscriminate increases”.
WRBR A Aol WA B! a1 gRT fbT T “Semefes FRrast” Hl Ay SR I sl
This admission exposed a serious governance failure.
78 WBRIH Te TR WA fAwad 31 I9R St 21
The Congress-led Centre was unable to control even its own State governments.
FIH-Agcd aTeT Hg 3O g1 I PRI ®I Fifa 0 & s @7
MGNREGA became vulnerable to misuse, fake job cards, and financial leakages.

TR GEUANT, Wil Wi wTs 3R ity fyama & ufa dag-=ie gt m
The UPA’s second term saw a steady decline in commitment to the scheme.

i & g TG T Aol & Ui aaR ged! gfaasar e & et

Budgetary allocations were cut from 40,100 crore in 2010-11 to ¥33,000 crore by 2012—-

13.

T 3Tde P 2010-11 H 240,100 FIIS T ITTHR 2012-13 H 33,000 HAS H A1
marl

This occurred despite growing demand from States.

g Held Xredl Bl Fgdl R & S[av[E & TS|
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In a 2013 parliamentary reply, Minister of State Rajeev Shukla acknowledged a sharp fall
in employment.

2013 ¥ 9 & fT T IR T o4 T3l Ieia Yaar A ISR F ool R1ae WoR &1
Employment fell from 7.55 crore workers in 2010-11 to 6.93 crore by November 2013.
ISR 2010-11 H 7.55 TS HTUPBI T GeH A9aR 2013 TF 6.93 HRAS I8 T
Delayed fund releases, lack of transparency in payments, and administrative apathy
discouraged workers.

it &1 T8 F 9, YA A ureRiar # w0, SR wxmafe Serfiaar A siet o
gaicTed

This directly undermined the legal guarantee promised under the Act.

T S & ded AU U ST TRE 31 1Y FHER fHar )

The Comptroller and Auditor General’s (CAG) 2013 report laid bare the true state of
MGNREGA during the UPA years.

fraa® ud HeTaEt wie® (CAG) Ft 2013 I Ui 3 gt w1 # 7% &1 aRafds fRufa
DI ISR foba|

It highlighted widespread corruption and mismanagement.

feare & surues YeTER iR PUEYH &I Y@ifhd faar T

Over 4.33 lakh fake or defective job cards were found.

4.33 9G¥ TP Wil a1 Iqul Sifg HTS 9T¢ Y|

Thousands of crores were lost to unaccounted withdrawals and irregular work.
TURI BAs FUA Sifafa Ferd i siftrafia el & 9y gul

Delayed or denied wages were reported in 23 States.

23 T4l T Aot | &¥ 1 YA @ SAPR B g I S|

Poor record-keeping was observed in more than half of India’s gram panchayats.

YR ot el A 3iftrep umw vamadl # RPple-3@3@ra 9 W« Ui 7|

States with the highest concentration of rural poor — Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and
Maharashtra — used only about 20% of allocated funds.

ATt RS 3 T e W ardl e — fIER, SR Waw 3R HeRTY — A bad
U 20% Srmafea FAfr &1 81 guan foan|

This proved the scheme failed precisely where it was needed most.

T U i gofl b Ao agl fawa Y6t oiel guot wad Sifire smaxasar At

To frame the debate as a choice between welfare and development is a false dichotomy.
FETT SR fIB & 19 797 F U § 69 B TR HA1 TP BT 68 o

Welfare, anchored in a guaranteed livelihood, and development, anchored in durable
rural infrastructure and productivity, are interdependent.

TREIPa APt IR 3eTRa wearor 3R feeTs: INHvT SaRiva=T g SATeH T R SHTeTRd
faor R iR

The real decision was whether to freeze an under-delivering framework or reform it.
IRdfae ula a5 o1 for 0 WeRA &3 aTd g 3t | ¥g+ fear og a1 3ud guR fHar
g |

The reform aimed to create a modern, enforceable, and integrated employment
guarantee.

YUR &1 I3 YA, yad-Na R Talgpd AR TRE F o1

The new Act preserves the legal right to work and expands entitlements.

a1 fUfrad T8 & BT AfUPR B RIET a1 § SR SAfUeRY &1 fawR HRar gl

It strengthens worker protections and corrects structural weaknesses.

Tg YT TREIUT B AIGd T & 3R ATTHD HHSRAT B FRET 3 |

These weaknesses were revealed through years of implementation experience.

q HHSNAT IO & PRI AFHT T A 3173 |

This is not demolition, but a process of renewal grounded in experience.

T8 w9 1, 9 SrgHa TR SnuTia e # ufpar 2|
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End the exploitation
Child trafficking needs concerted action
from government and civil society

0 ne of the worst forms of modern slavery

is child trafficking, and the Supreme

Court of India has issued a stern wake-up
call about the prevailing situation in India. In a
December 19 judgment, it observed that child
trafficking is a “deeply disturbing reality” in the
country where sexual exploitation of children by
organised cartels continues to flourish despite
protective laws. It was hearing a case regarding a
minor who was forcibly exploited sexually by a
gang of traffickers in Bengaluru. The Court
upheld the conviction of the gang members un-
der the Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act. The of-
fence, it said, struck at the very foundations of
dignity, bodily integrity and the state’s constitu-
tional promise of protection to every child
against exploitation. A Bench of Justices Manoj
Misra and Joymalya Bagchi drew attention to the
complex and layered structure of organised
crime networks which operate at various levels of
recruiting, transporting, harbouring and exploit-
ing minor victims. The Bench laid down guide-
lines to follow in child trafficking cases, particu-
larly the need for “sensitivity and latitude” while
hearing the child’s testimony. It may not be possi-
ble for the child to narrate with precision and
clarity the nature of the crime, it said, pointing
out that courts must not disbelieve her testimony
because of minor inconsistencies in her
evidence.

A victim of sex trafficking, particularly a mi-
nor, is not an accomplice, it noted, and “her de-
position is to be given due regard and credence as
that of an injured witness”. The Court’s observa-
tions must not go in vain and the onus is on the
government and civil society to do what is neces-
sary to protect children. The net must be spread
wide to end other forms of exploitation as well
such as forced child labour. Stringent laws may
be in place, but on the ground, much more needs
to be done like giving teeth to anti-trafficking un-
its or passing an anti-trafficking Bill. Last year, the
Ministry of Home Affairs told Parliament that In-
dia had recorded as many as 10,659 cases of hu-
man trafficking between 2018 and 2022, but of
the persons arrested for the crime in the same
period, the conviction rate was just 4.8%. The is-
sue of rehabilitation after rescue also has to be
thought through; mere compensation is not
enough. The focus must be on prevention and
protection, and one way to ensure this is to keep
children in school till they are 14 as the Right to
Education Act promised. With the advent of the
digital space, trafficking is a shape-shifting evil,
and government and social entities must be pre-
pared to tackle all its forms.

End the exploita_tion
TNYOT BT 3 B

o Child trafficking needs concerted action
from government and civil society

T THI) & Ol PR 3R ANIRG JHS D1 3R
T RS QTS BT SAITDHT 3

Child Trafficking and Supreme Court’s
Observations

e dp31 3R Hal= <ararey &) fewforar

° One of the worst forms of modern slavery
is child trafficking, and the Supreme Court of India
has issued a stern wake-up call about the prevailing
situation in India.

MYFH SRIaT & Fa HITag ¥4I 4 9§ U 1
T 8, 3R HIRA & FaTw qrTey = < § Hielg
fRUT B R TF FT AaTasit W fean 7

. In a December 19 judgment, it observed
that child trafficking is a “deeply disturbing reality”
in the country.

19 fedeR & T Folg & =marer = Fgl fos a1et st
33 7 Ue iR w0 & faafea o= arft
rEfaHar gl
. The Court noted that sexual exploitation of
children by organised cartels continues to flourish
despite protective laws.

Ty | $el fob Efed RRIg gRT 9=l &1 a1
NI, TEREUITHD HTA] & STas[G, AR erdl ST
w®IE
. It was hearing a case regarding a minor
forcibly exploited sexually by a gang of traffickers
in Bengaluru.

AT TGS | aed] & TP R gRT &= a1
YT F! RBR T TGN ¥ IS A0S DI JAaTs
HI Gl YTl
) The Court upheld the conviction of the
gang members under the Immoral Traffic
(Prevention) Act.

T A rfae awp (Fraron sifafaaw & asd
RIE & gl &t Tl B RBIR 97|

. The offence, it said, struck at the very
foundations of dignity, bodily integrity and the
state’s constitutional promise of protection to
every child against exploitation.

Ted A gl fb g SraRry AT, RIS srasar
3R N1 & fIes TS I Y |01 ¢ &
HaUTH® g9 & ga g W UeR Il gl
. A Bench of Justices Manoj Misra and
Joymalya Bagchi drew attention to the complex
and layered structure of organised crime
networks.

T wee Ay SR STaHTedT IR B U 3 WAfed SrR1Y Aedd $i dfed iR 98-

T AT B 3R e feama|
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These networks operate at various levels of recruiting, transporting, harbouring and
exploiting minor victims.
Hifgal @t udl, aiag, IR0T SR M1 & AR WRI R S Hd B

The Bench laid down guidelines to follow in child trafficking cases.

Uie A 919 ap<t Al d grae fpe oM are fe=m-fdwr Fuffia feu)

It emphasised the need for “sensitivity and latitude” while hearing the child’s testimony.
T g B AR YA T “HdeRiadr iR iU B HIaRadhdl W AR fgar m|
It may not be possible for the child to narrate with precision and clarity the nature of the
crime.

AT 3 F81 {6 T2 & 1T SIoRTY &1 gehfa o) ol Tuwar ik wdidwdar § 99 &1 ¥ya
ERIERESI

Courts must not disbelieve her testimony because of minor inconsistencies in her
evidence.

3fTdl Bl BIEY-HIET SRATIAAT & HRU IUD! TaTel DI AL Gt AT AT
A victim of sex trafficking, particularly a minor, is not an accomplice.

T Tl 31 RIBGR, TIRR Ararfent, o1 ag-rarreht A& =1 51 e

Her deposition is to be given due regard and credence as that of an injured witness.
IY®! TTATe! B IO TATg H1 e Srad g 3R faya=igan &t s+t =nfgu)

The Court’s observations must not go in vain.

Ty o1 3 fewforat sad =€) s+ =nfgu|

The onus is on the government and civil society to do what is necessary to protect
children.

WER R ARG T R 78 e § 6 3 a=9i It 380 F U sraxgs Haq 31|
The net must be spread wide to end other forms of exploitation such as forced child labour.
SR ST6 9 S 317 Y01 Ul 1 FH FA o (o SaTuss v o S anfeu|
Stringent laws may be in place, but on the ground, much more needs to be done.

HS BT HINE 81 IHd 8, A THHT TR W AR 959 $3 frar 91 arat 3|

This includes giving teeth to anti-trafficking units or passing an anti-trafficking Bill.

0 Td1-2 T spraal &Y ORI a9 a1 Gdt-2 fbfdhr fadas uiva =1 wnfira g
Last year, the Ministry of Home Affairs told Parliament that India recorded 10,659 cases of
human trafficking between 2018 and 2022.

fUad 99 g WA A TS B! I b 2018 | 2022 & &g YRA T 10,659 HIHT abt &
Id o gul

Of the persons arrested in the same period, the conviction rate was just 4.8%.

241 3fafy # RWIR fopu 7T &l # grafifes g dad 4.8% 4t

The issue of rehabilitation after rescue also has to be thought through.

9T & q1¢ YAaid & Ge, W off oikar & faar foan s anfeul

Mere compensation is not enough.

Fad Y3Tal yaie T8 |

The focus must be on prevention and protection.

& NHYUTH SR TEIT R Bfed ST =i

One way to ensure this is to keep children in school till they are 14, as the Right to
Education Act promised.

3 AT A F1 T D1 T8 © b i Bl 14 a9 B Y 9P et § I9TC 7@ A1, S
fo Rrenm &1 siftrer siftferay 3 arer i 31

With the advent of the digital space, trafficking is a shape-shifting evil.

fSforea giirar & s & 91 Tt U © U dga- aTelt RIS 84 75 5|

Government and social entities must be prepared to tackle all its forms.

TR AR TR TRT3M &) 396 U =i A fAueq & faw dur e =nfeu
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How exports are concentrated in few States
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For decades, development theory assumed export expansion would serve as the primary bridge from agriculture to mass industrial emplovment. That link

is now broken. There is now a clear trend of capital d

ECONC > NOTES

Deepanshu Mohan
Ankur Singh

espite a weakening rupee that

has put India in the bracket of

Asian countries with the worst

performing currency, the
economy’s export numbers look
impressive in the aggregate. However, a
closer reading of the data reveals a far
more uneven and structurally revealing
story. When stripped of national
aggregates, the data reveals a sharp
divergence in performance across
regions. A rigorous interrogation of the
RBI Handbook of Statistics on Indian
States 2024-25 reveals underlying
structural dynamics.

A core-periphery pattern

The geography of India’s trade is
becoming perilously lopsided as the
export engine is being powered by a
shrinking cluster of States. The top five
exporters — Maharashtra, Gujarat, Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka, and Uttar Pradesh —
now command nearly 70% of the national
export basket. This creates a deceptive
narrative where the national average
masks a deepening regional crisis —
where exports are becoming
agglomerated rather than being dispersed
across the nation. Firms are increasingly
benefiting from spatial clustering, and not
spreading out to newer regions.

Half a decade ago, the top five States
contributed roughly 65% of national
exports. That figure has now crept close
t0 70%. In technical terms, the
Herfindahl-Hirschman Index (HHI), a
standard metric used to gauge market
concentration, of India’s export
geography is rising, signalling that India’s
export geography is becoming
dangerously top-heavy. Instead of regions
which are lagging behind trying to catch
up to these States, we are witnessing a
hardening core-periphery pattern. The
coastal belts of the south and west are
integrating tighter into global supply
chains while the vast demographic
heartland of the north and the east are
effectively decoupling from the trade
engine.

To understand why this divergence is
accelerating, one must look beyond
domestic policy to the tightening
constraints of today’s global trading
environment.

Shifting from volume to value

The window for low-skill, labour-intensive
industrialisation that allowed countries
like Bangladesh or Vietnam to plug into
the world economy is closing. WTO data
indicates a structural slowing of
merchandise trade volume growth to a
band of 0.5-3%. The UN Trade and
Development (UNCTAD) 2023 report
estimates show that the top 10 global

ning while the ratio of capital to labour increases permanently

Thriving industry: Cars to be loaded in to wagons at the Rail Auto Hub, in the Walajabad Railway Station, in Kancheepuram, Tamil Nadu in 2019. FLE PHOTO

smooth movement into adjacent
advanced technologies. In contrast,
regions whose export baskets are
concentrated in sparsely connected,
peripheral areas face steep barriers to
structural upgrading, as they lack the
underlying capabilities required to enter
complex value chains.

The tragedy of this divergence is
compounded by a shift in the nature of
production itself. It undermines the
long-held assumption that export
expansion would automatically absorb

hovered around 11.6%-12%. This
stagnation persists even as export values
hit record highs. It implies that the
elasticity of employment with respect to
export growth has collapsed. The jobs
being created are not in the

hinterland are deposited in banks only to
be lent out to projects in the
industrialised coast. These financial
constraints are compounded by
persistent human capital deficits in
low-export States, constraining their

by the structural compression in the wage
share of Net Value Added (NVA). ASI data
indicates that as productivity rises in

d sectors like or

surplus labour. For decades, devels
theory assumed export expansion would
serve as the primary bridge from
agriculture to mass industrial
employment. That link is now broken.
We are witnessing a clear trend of
capital deepening where the ratio of
capital to labour increases permanently.
‘The Annual Survey of Industries (ASI)
2022-23 data reveals a “smoking gun”
where fixed capital investment grew by
roughly 10.6% while employment growth
lagged at just 7.4%. The factory floor is
becoming more expensive and less
labx i

exporters control 55% of
world merchandise trade. In this
environment, global capital is not merely
seeking low-cost labour which was the
traditional advantage of India’s
hinterland. In today’s global economy,
capital is no longer drawn merely to low
costs but to high economic complexity.
Research in economic complexity shows
that economies with more diverse and
tightly connected export baskets are far
better positioned to transition into
higher-value production.

Product space visualisations reveal a
networked structure in which
sophisticated goods, such as machinery
and automotive components, cluster in
dense core areas, enabling relatively

as the fixed capital per
person engaged has risen to ¥23.6 lakh.
We are exporting value rather than
volume of employment. This effectively

asses the labour-intensive phase of
industrialisation that East Asian
economies utilised to build their middle
classes.

Capital over the worker

‘The Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS)
corroborates this capital bias from the
household side. If the export boom were
truly labour-intensive, we would expect a
sharp structural shift of workers into
factory jobs. Instead, the latest PLFS data
indicates that the manufacturing sector’s
share of total employment has stubbornly

precision electronics, the gains accrue
disproportionately to capital owners
rather than wage earners.

The worker is becoming less central to
the production process. This explains
why we see high GDP growth in industrial
States without a losi

labour-absorbing factories of the ability to generate the skilled, healthy

hinterland but in the capital-i si ired for i ion into

hubs of the coast. high-complexity global value chains.
This capital bias is further evidenced

Need for new metrics

What emerges from this evidence is a
quiet but profound shift. Exports in India
are no longer operating as a lever of
structural transformation but have
become an outcome of prior structural
capacity. States do not export their way
into development; they export because
they are already developed enough to do
s0. In this sense, export performance is

i a mirror of

in mass prosperity. Even the PLI-driven
surge in electronics exports, growing over
47% year-on-year, is spatially sticky. It
remains locked in specific districts in
Kancheepuram or Noida because the
complexity of these supply chains
requires a logistics precision that does not
exist outside these industrial islands.

The failure of the hinterland to
converge is ultimately a failure of state
capacity and financial depth. It creates a
vicious cycle where the poor subsidise the
rich. The RBI's data on Credit-Deposit
(CD) Ratios offers a stark financial MRI of
this divide. In export powerhouses like
Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh, the CD
ratio frequently surpasses 90%. This
implies a high velocity of money where
local savings are aggressively recycled
into local industry. In contrast, in the
hinterland States of Bihar and eastern
Uttar Pradesh, the ratio languishes below
50%. This indicates a perverse form of
capital flight where the savings of the

How exports are concentrated in few States

P Faldso fr=ai A Rme e g

For decades, development theory assumed export expansion would serve as the

industrial wealth rather than a pathway
toward building it.

If export-linked industrial policy may
no longer generate labour-intensive
employment, and not catalyse
convergence, then the role of an open
economy in India’s development strategy
must be carefully re-examined. Treating
export growth as a proxy for inclusive
economic prosperity for all risks
mistaking outcomes for instruments. It
also signals a gap between hope and
reality. The danger is not that India misses
global trade opportunities, but that it is
perhaps measuring progress using a
metric that increasingly reflects past
advantages rather than future inclusion.

Deepanshu Mohan is professor and
dean, O.P. Jindal Global University and
Director, Centre for New Economics Studies
(CNES). He is a visiting professor at LSE
and a visiting fellow at University of
Oxford. Ankur Singh is a Research Assistant
with CNES, O.P. Jindal Global University.

primary bridge from agriculture to mass industrial employment.

21! a%, fasTa Rigia g8 A 381 fa fafa foar, 3 @ samue sieifie Ao o

S &1 & Ag S

That link is now broken.

9 B9 36 g DI 5|
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The geography of India’s trade
is becoming perilously lopsided
as the export engine is being
powered by a shrinking cluster
of States.

v

The tragedy of this divergence
is compounded by a shift in the
nature of production itself. It
undermines the long-held
assumption that export
expansion would automatically
absorb surplus labour.

v

Exports in India are no longer
operating as a lever of
structural transformation but
have become an outcome of
prior structural capacity.
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There is now a clear trend of capital deepening while the ratio of capital to labour
increases permanently.

3fe Yol TTg-TaT &1 T WY Ugiy fawrs St 3, ford gelt o 9w &1 rqurd it = u 9
LSRG

Despite a weakening rupee that has put India in the bracket of Asian countries with the
worst performing currency, the economy’s export numbers look impressive in the
aggregate.

HHVR gId! 3 B fRAUFT & sTave, e YR 71 TRATE 320 91 g9 @19 Uexi— a1
arett gerait o1 Auft & 1 w1 fran &, WY T U ¥ sifegawyt & fafa sifes gumased foad |1
However, a closer reading of the data reveals a far more uneven and structurally revealing
story.

BTN, SHIHS! BT TTEXTs U STTT TP Dol D A HR WRAATHS FY H IIR HIA
et T TRgd FHRal g

When stripped of national aggregates, the data reveals a sharp divergence in
performance across regions.

OIE AP ST BT DI G 4@ Il &, o1 &1 & S Y= § g 3R G 311l 6|
A rigorous interrogation of the RBI Handbook of Statistics on Indian States 202425
reveals underlying structural dynamics.

RBI &1 ‘Bsg® 31w TefeRea 3if 3feue Rew 2024-25° &1 775 fazaw siafifea
TP Ta=ftaarsi &1 IR &1 |

A core-periphery pattern
Fe-uffy (FR-THH) Fei

The geography of India’s trade is becoming perilously lopsided as the export engine is being
powered by a shrinking cluster of States.

YRA & IR BT Y TaRA1% T I Thawl gidl off 38T 7, Fifes afd $oH &) o $©
R T=a &1 99 T w13

The top five exporters — Maharashtra, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, and Uttar
Pradesh — now command nearly 70% of the national export basket.

i uta frafas =g — g, ToRTd, AeTg, Hfes 3R IR 9w — 31 AP
frata SIed T T 70% A5

This creates a deceptive narrative where the national average masks a deepening
regional crisis. ]

U8 TP UTHS YIRUTT JaT Rl 3, ST AP 3 d T TTevTd &1 Wdpe &1 v aar g
Exports are becoming agglomerated rather than being dispersed across the nation.
frafd ¥ <21 & Tem & oog o &=t o Red (Tefia) s1e ©|

Firms are increasingly benefiting from spatial clustering, and not spreading out to newer
regions.

SHufar HIvTiferes TN ¥ T4 301 61 ¢ 3R T &3 H IR 78 72 W1 8

Half a decade ago, the top five States contributed roughly 65% of national exports.

Ui 99 Ugdl, XY UTd a3l T ATa 1P At eI 65% Tl

That flgure has now crept close to 70%.

31d UG 3B ST TGHR THIHT 70% & U Ugd T g

In technical terms, the Herfindahl-Hirschman Index (HHI) of India’s export geography is
rising.

dH-d! U ¥, HRd & fafd Yid &1 gibsTa-fe=iaa §3&9 (HHI) 98 W 3|

This signals that India’s export geography is becoming dangerously top-heavy.

g gobd T 8 fob YR &1 fFafd Yiie @arATe 70 | -y giar s g 3|

Instead of lagging regions trying to catch up, we are witnessing a hardening core—
periphery pattern.

s &t & M T & SO, U Helgd gidl $e—uRfY ded IR e g

The coastal belts of the south and west are integrating tighter into global supply chains.
<o 3k ufdm & ot &= A Syl sl F it Aoige @ Jd o 3R &
Meanwhile, the vast demographic heartland of the north and the east is effectively
decoupling from the trade engine.
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I8 gAY 3R, IR 3R gd 1 fasne SFifrata geuid AGeING ©U J UTUR §94 |
T GBIl ST 5T 51

To understand why this divergence is accelerating, one must look beyond domestic policy
to the tightening constraints of today’s global trading environment.

Y Fed 3fdR P! G & o Had avg il & o dgar o & afye saraR ufa=r ot
T gt STeTT o) SRaT MTIRID g

Shifting from volume to value

AT | Ged Bt 3R Igard

The window for low-skill, labour-intensive industrialisation that allowed countries like
Bangladesh or Vietnam to plug into the world economy is closing.

U B, YH-FUT NTTHOT BT 98 SHaWR, R aivard=r iR faaa-m o =i &t
Ay srfaraw ¥ siew H Heg &1 off, 31d & BiaT ST TeT 8|

WTO data indicates a structural slowing of merchandise trade volume growth to a band of
0.5-3%.

WTO & 3PS Mid & fob HTe UTIR $I AT gy WReTed U J el §1av 0.5-3% &
R § e 8 3

The UN Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 2023 report estimates show that the top 10
global exporters control approximately 55% of world merchandise trade.

UNCTAD 2023 f¥ué & orgam sard € for =it 10 afye fPrafaes fay & @t 55% ama
AR &I T H=d 5

In this environment, global capital is not merely seeking low-cost labour, which was the
traditional advantage of India’s hinterland.

9 IRAY &, 9y Uolt Had HH AR aTd 4H B! ol & el &, off YR & Wit &=t
(Rexds) 3 uRuRS fa=iwar o

In today’s global economy, capital is no longer drawn merely to low costs but to high
economic complexity.

3T BT Ay srfarae &, Uoft ad S0 ARTd B 3R 761, sfcr I nfifes wifedrar o1 3R
TR 81 T 5

Research in economic complexity shows that economies with more diverse and tightly
connected export baskets are far better positioned to transition into higher-value
production.

3nfie Sfeadr R My g2ifdr g for S srfcuawinatt ot frafa et it fafay i smuw
T TERTS A FS SIcll 8, d IT-U ScUTe Bi 3R ThAv & forw sger fRufa & gt 51

Product space visualisations reveal a networked structure in which sophisticated
goods, such as machinery and automotive components, cluster in dense core areas.

3R SfferHifed gew, T3 HR &3 & gfed gl ¢ |

This enables relatively smooth movement into adjacent advanced technologies.
Ig afafed Saa Meififeal ot 3R sendd Jgol Yhav &I Jud T |

In contrast, regions whose export baskets are concentrated in sparsely connected,
peripheral areas face steep barriers to structural upgrading.

9% fIusia, S & &t fFafa A<t 9 92, ufvdha &= # $fa ], 3 IRaTee saaa o
TR Fremsif o1 I B § 1

This is because they lack the underlying capabilities required to enter complex value
chains.

U1 3UMT § i 370 Sifed Hed @arsii # U & U Saxds Tayd &Harsit o1 341G
gl gl
The tragedy of this divergence is compounded by a shift in the nature of production itself.

=9 fauTe T 3t FT1ad) &) It @) upfa H T sgarg 7 3R Tev R A B

It undermines the long-held assumption that export expansion would automatically absorb
surplus labour.

g 3T 9 JHY J Tt 37T et YR Dl HHGIR Bl § fo Frafa famr s ey sty o«
&I gHIfed B AT
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For decades, development theory assumed export expansion would serve as the primary
bridge from agriculture to mass industrial employment.

D! ak, fawra Rigia arar X8 for fafd foeR $fY @ 78 19 W e A9 R &t
3R S &1 G-I Ug gRT|

That link is now broken.

319 98 HS! g IHI o

We are witnessing a clear trend of capital deepening where the ratio of capital to labour
increases permanently.

§H it T§dT (capital deepening) B! ¥ Yqf 4 I8 €, SET Yoil-4 SrJurd ®Id w0 3
ECRE

The Annual Survey of Industries (ASI) 2022-23 data reveals a “smoking gun”.

ASI 2022-23 & TS Ud “TqF FHTU U Hd g |

Fixed capital investment grew by roughly 10.6% while employment growth lagged at just
7.4%.

FRIT ot fa=T AT 10.6% 3T, Tafe ATIR gfe Had 7.4% @

The factory floor is becoming more expensive and less labour-absorptive.

e WA i A 3R B 4H-a=NT BT S 3T 8|

The fixed capital per person engaged has risen to ¥23.6 lakh.

ufa ST safe FRR §oft g 223.6 ARE B T B

We are exporting value rather than volume of employment.

Y AR $ HET & IOl eI &1 fHafd 3R 38 3

This effectively bypasses the labour-intensive phase of industrialisation that East Asian
economies utilised to build their middle classes.

Y 98 HH-9UTH Sitefievor @Rur gurdt $U ¥ ge Srar 7, et suan gdf vhrrg
Srfegawytail 7 Su wegarity STt & fAHi & for fopa

Capital over the worker

4T TR Ui B guTar

The Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) corroborates this capital bias from the
household side. ]

HifaifE® dar I 99 (PLFS) TR WR ¥ 39 Yolt-ugrard &1 gfY &adi g

If the export boom were truly labour-intensive, we would expect a sharp structural shift of
workers into factory jobs.

g Frafd ISTd aRda & yH-geT gid1, ot 4fie! &1 Haedt el ot 3R WY W TEs
RITTARYT feaTs 3a|

Instead, the latest PLFS data indicates that the manufacturing sector’s share of total
employment has stubbornly hovered around 11.6%-12%.

P ToI, TdHdH PLFS 3iTes foard § i oo Ao & fHatfor & 9t et v wu d

11.6%-12% o SEUTE &1 g3 B

This stagnation persists even as export values hit record highs.

Ig o8v1d ad off 1 gan § 5ie frafa geu Rais war R uga g

It implies that the elasticity of employment with respect to export growth has collapsed.
a1 oY g o frafa 9fS & ame AR &t A @ 8 g1 71

The jobs being created are not in the labour-absorbing factories of the hinterland but in
the capital-intensive hubs of the coast.

I B el Al Wast &t ot ym-sra=idt Sfdeat & 71T, sfcw adka &t & oit-ye=
PR T E

This capital bias is further evidenced by the structural compression in the wage share of
Net Value Added (NVA).

gg@"yxﬁ-qmﬁtaﬂm(wmﬁqﬁaﬂm%mw% 3R ¥ gIdl
|

ASI data indicates that as productivity rises in automated sectors like petrochemicals or
precision electronics, the gains accrue disproportionately to capital owners rather than
wage earners.
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ASI & 3PS A g fb UeIbfreed o1 MReH saeeiey o Warferd asf § Sdrgaddr
g+ IR ATY 3RTATE FU & Yol W &1 fiadr 8, 7 fo gt - aral &1 |

The worker is becoming less central to the production process.

yf¥re IaTe Ufshar  HH 19 §ial ol 81 ¢

This explains why we see high GDP growth in industrial States without a commensurate
explosion in mass prosperity.

g1 RO § & SN ot & 3= GDP S & dTasie aTu® G¥fs o IHMHT gfs et
|

Even the PLI-driven surge in electronics exports, growing over 47% year-on-year, is
spatially stlcky

T8l d% & PLI-URG saeei~a fRafa o 47% @ it arffe gf off siiifers =u d
s gs ol
It remains locked in specific districts in Kancheepuram or Noida because the complexity
of these supply chains requires logistics precision that does not exist outside these
industrial islands.
Ig HIAQRH 1 AesT o fafkiy frel ao it gar 8, wife 57 smyfe Jaasii #1
Sifeaan & for T affvifes adiean aiiet St 37 shenfie giul & a1eR Iuasy el &
The failure of the hinterland to converge is ultimately a failure of state capacity and
financial depth.
Wt &=t o1 SFRIROT 7 B U Siad: Iy gryat SR farfta wevTs @t fawadn g
It creates a vicious cycle where the poor subsidise the rich.
I8 U g8 UQT Bl 8, el I SfiRY & Aokt &d &
The RBI's data on Credit-Deposit (CD) Ratios offers a stark financial MRI of this divide.
Ffge-f3uifre (cD) 3gurd W RBI & 3iTHS 37 faUeH &1 U Wy faxfta MRI Tqd a3 8
In export powerhouses like Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh, the CD ratio frequently
surpasses 90%.

3R 3w S fafa i H ob ST 31K 90% ¥ 3 BT g
This implies a high velocity of money where local savings are aggressively recycled into
local industry. !
@1 3 § 4T B = TIfa, S8 RN 9 3MhHe T I RN ST & T o1l g
In contrast, in the hinterland States of Bihar and eastern Uttar Pradesh, the ratio languishes
below 50%.
g% famiia, fagr ok ydf Swv wewr o fiast rout & g oruTd 50% & -4 s @ 8|
This indicates a perverse form of capital flight where the savings of the hinterland are
deposited in banks only to be lent out to projects in the industrialised coast.
Ig Jolt UATa- &1 U [9dd w4 gl g, S8l Wiadt & 3t aaa d&! & o1 gl sienfie
dead! aRASTS 1 SR 2 & S B
These financial constraints are compounded by persistent human capital deficits in low-
export States. ]
3 fafta 1ent ®w frafa ara Tsa) 3 59 U ura Ul aie ¥ iR §¢ St €
This constrains their ability to generate the skilled, healthy workforce required for
integration into high-complexity global value chains.
Y F-wifeardr arelt afYye geu SRaarsii ¥ Usisul /g IR HRId 3R W Hriad
IR B B A1 &1 T g1 oirelt & |

Need for new metrics

¢ HIUC S| BT TaTgHdl

What emerges from this evidence is a quiet but profound shift.

S HI&d Y Sl AHA 3Tl &, I8 Ueb RAd ol 76 SGend g |

Exports in India are no longer operating as a lever of structural transformation but have
become an outcome of prior structural capacity.

YR § frafa o dvarers uftads & 91ed & 0 8 o1 781 FR 38 ©, dfcdh Ugd | Hivg
TEATHS &1 BT YR §7 ¢ 5|
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States do not export their way into development; they export because they are already
developed enough to do so.

Iy FFafd & e ¥ fdeTa 98 ovd; 3 Fafd safoe axd § Jife d usd 3 & i S U &
faefE ga 8

In this sense, export performance is increasingly a mirror of accumulated industrial
wealth rather than a pathway toward building it.

sﬂqe%fﬁ frrafa ueei= s dfua sheifiie Juer &1 ufafds ofde B, 7 5 39 fAffa s
cak: o

If export-linked industrial policy may no longer generate labour-intensive employment,
and not catalyse convergence, then the role of an open economy in India’s development
strategy must be carefully re-examined.

gfe; frata-snenfea sienfies ifa ofd 9H-TUT AR ST 61 B2 U351 § SR ST
&I ORT 81 HR I 8, @ URd B! fasT Torifa & geft srferaw ot yftiest wR daurigds
TAfIAR 31aaS ¢

Treating export growth as a proxy for inclusive economic prosperity for all risks
mistaking outcomes for instruments.

frata 9fs &1 91t & forg wwma=h enfdfe aqfs &1 udie T, afvomdt &t areE augr a
T SIGH U1 Rl 5

It also signals a gap between hope and reality.

Tg TR 3R aRafadar & o iR &1 +ff gxifar g1

The danger is not that India misses global trade opportunities, but that it is perhaps
measuring progress using a metric that increasingly reflects past advantages rather than
future inclusion.

TaRT I8 7181 ¢ fob URd Y TR 3G} § I Se, sfews g € fob a8 Wit &Y e
ATIES ¥ AU 61 § o Ui &t Turailrer & o Srdia & a1l & oifie g=ifar 5|
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How Indian States are following a
pro-incumbency trend

Examples from around the world indicate how structural pressures, economic strain, social churn, and an anti-elite sentiment are producing

different electoral logics. But in India’s States, governments have got re-elected, often through welfare-driven incumbencies

Sanjay Kuma
Arindam Kabir

he recently concluded Bihar

Assembly election highlights an

interesting point; that Nitish

Kumar, who has taken oath as
Chief Minister for the 10th time, has been
able to retain the government even after
almost two decades of ruling the State.
This shows us a contrast between global
and Indian State-level patterns of (anti)
incumbency. In many major democracies
across the world, voters displayed a
strong sense of anti-incumbency.

The defeat of the U.S. democrats, the
UK. conservatives, Japan’s Liberal
Democratic Party and South Africa’s
African National Congress reflect that
people in these countries were willing to
use their elections as an instrument to
address perceived non-performance of
the government and demand an
alternative in power. Senegal’s election
similarly captured youth anger and a
generational push against elites.

A pro-incumbency trend

Indian State assembly elections held over
the last few years indicate a trend in the
opposite direction. Many governments
during this period got re-elected,
indicating a strong pro-incumbency
sentiment. The incumbent Bharatiya
Janata Party government got re-elected in
Bihar, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh and
Maharashtra, despite spirited opposition
campaigns. These governments were
re-elected, beating anti-incumbency,
because the ruling party anchored its
election campaign pushing narratives of
stability, ‘double engine ki sarkaar’ (the
idea that the Centre and the State is ruled
by the same party) for faster
development, welfare delivery and strong
leadership, which triumphed the
narrative propagated by opposition
parties. In Gujarat, the BJP extended its
record to a seventh straight term, while
Naveen Patnaik’s Biju Janata Dal (BJD) in
Odisha converted personal credibility and
targeted schemes into multi-term
mandates. West Bengal’s 2021 mandate
for Mamata Banerjee’s Trinamool
Congress, against a highly contested BJP
challenge, highlights pro-incumbency ina

Global and native trends

The incumbent Bharatiya Janata Party government got re-elected in Bihar, Haryana, Madhya
Pradesh and Maharashtra, despite spirited opposition campaigns

TABLE 1: Anti-incumbency around the world

Country | Year | Incumbent Brief. uphnnlnn of anti-incumbency
party | leader

United | . | Democratic | Lost presidency [ Voters shifted to Republicans after economic

States Party and Congress and political dissatisfaction

United Conservative Lost to Labour After 14 years in power, Conservatives lost over
: 2024 : M A

Kingdom Party Party economic stagnation and governance fatigue

Liberal Dem- | Lost majority Long: LDP lost parliamentary
Japan 2024 | ocratic Party majority amid discantent over economic and
(LDP) demographic issues
South African Lost parliamen- | ANC’s vote share fell below 50% and it lost
At 2024 | National Con- | tary majority parliamentary majority for the first time in 30
rica
gress (ANC) years
Macky Sall's | Lost presidency | Opposition’s Bassirou Diomaye Faye won, driv-

Senegal | 2024 | ruling alliance

en by youth anger and desire for generational
change

TABLE 2: Pro-incumbency in India

Incumbent Outcome Brief explanation of pro-incumbency
party | leader context

NDA-JD(U)- Returned to The alliance retained office on stability and
Bihar 2025 | BJP, Nitish power welfare narrative despite strong opposition
Kumar challenge
BJP, Nayab Retained BJP managed a renewed mandate, stressing
Haryana | 2024 | g o0 Gainigovt | govenment | development and law-and-order
Madhya 2023 BJP, Shivraj Incumbent Voters rewarded long-running welfare schemes
Pradesh Singh Chouhan | re-elected and leadership despite “fatigue” arguments
Tri BJP-led NDA Retained BJP consolidated its earlier breakthrough,
ripura 2023 s
power suggesting limited anti-incumbent swing
BJP Won seventh (nn!mued BJP dominance attributed to
Gujarat 2022 onsecutive 1al strength and hip-centric
term campaign
Kerala 2021 CPI (M) Second con- Strong pro-incumbency around service-deliv-
secutive term | ery politics in education, health, and utilities.
odisha Jo19 | BiluJenataDal, | Fifth consect- | Patnaik’s personal popularity and welfare pro-
Maveen Patnaik | tive term grammes outweighed anti-incumbency
West Trinamoel Con- | Third consecu- | Trinamool won a landslide over two-thirds
2021 | gress,Mamata | tive term seats), with Mamata's popularity, despite
Bengal
& Banerjee intense BJP challenge and a decade in office

polarised contest. These examples may
look like isolated cases of States being
voted back to power, with the recent
Bihar Assembly election being one of
them, but Indian elections since 1952 had
witnessed periods of pro and
anti-incumbency.

India’s history
The first few years (1952-1966) were a

period of pro-incumbency. Out of the 39
assembly elections held during this
period, almost 85% governments got
re-elected. But the periods of 1967-79 and
1980-1988 witnessed both pro and
anti-incumbency trends. During 196779,
out of 82 assembly elections, 54% of
governments got re-elected, while 46% of
them got voted out. Similarly, during the
1980-88 period, of 53 assembly elections,

How Indian States are following a pro-incumbency trend

Y YR 35T M-S Ughi ST STE0 HT T2 &

Examples from around the world indicate how structural pressures, economic strain,
social churn, and an anti-elite sentiment are producing different electoral logics.

T WR F IeERT fewr § % SaaTars garg, enfie aima, wmfore Sya-gua, ok
Tt-udlle utaHT o3 faftr gt 9ot & S ¢ @ B

But in India’s States, governments have got re-elected, often through welfare-driven

incumbencies

51% governments got re-elected while
49% governments got voted out.

However, the periods of 1989-98 and
1999-03 witnessed a very strong trend of
anti-incumbency. During 1989-98, of 63
assembly elections, 71% of incumbent
governments were voted out. The trend
continued during the 1999-03 period,
where of the 31 assembly elections, 61% of
incumbent governments were voted out.

The trend changed again during the
2004-15 period, which witnessed a mix of
anti and pro-incumbency. In this period,
nearly 55% incumbent governments got
re-elected, while 45% governments were
defeated. The 2016-2018 period has seen a
strong anti-incumbency trend where
nearly 75% of incumbent governments got
defeated. This is understandable, for
when the BJP-led National Democratic
Alliance government came to power at
the Centre in 2014, many Congress-ruled
States lost in subsequent State elections.

‘We are again witnessing a strong
pro-incumbency trend. Many BJP ruled
States have witnessed governments being
re-elected. It is true that many of these
governments were re-elected riding on
the popularity of the welfare schemes,
but it also has to do with general
infrastructural improvement which the
State and its people have started
benefitting from. While politics of welfare
has helped the ruling party mobilise the
votes of the poor and the lower middle
classes, infrastructural developments
have especially helped in mobilising the
votes of the upper middle-class voters.

Examples from around the world
indicate how structural pressures,
economic strain, social churn, and an
anti-elite sentiment are producing
different electoral logics. Globally, these
stresses have translated into a rotation of
ruling parties losing elections, paving the
way for a new party to form the
government. But in India’s States,
governments have got re-elected, often
being mediated through strong
leader-centric, welfare-driven
incumbencies that can absorb discontent
and bring in renewed mandates.

Sanjay Kumar is a professor and election
analyst. Arindam Kabir is researcher with
Lokniti-CSDS. Views are personal. It does
not reflect the views of the institution.

QA HIR & ISl T TIDTY R HATU-ATUTR SHTUT & A1ed J ST FHaifa g3

g

The recently concluded Bihar Assembly election

319 Bt # AU fagR faur=awn g

The recently concluded Bihar Assembly election highlights an interesting point; that Nitish
Kumar, who has taken oath as Chief Minister for the 10th time, has been able to retain the
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government even after almost two decades of
ruling the State.

g1d 81 ¥ 9Ud fagR faum=ay g9ma U I a
B ISR FHR1 ¢ fob Hidfi=r parR, 21 10 aR
e & ©U § Uy @ &, T Gl S=IDI ab
M WR MG DA & 916G Y Tl §H11¢ 7@ § I
W®E

This shows us a contrast between global and
Indian State-level patterns of (anti) incumbency.

7% Ay 3R YRR T (Ud) sewdt & Ood & o9 U Wy 3R B gxfar gl

In many major democracies across the world, voters displayed a strong sense of anti-
incumbency.

g &) B3y Wl & Aderdsl 3 Th-gTerdt &) aeieg Hie fiErs |

The defeat of the U.S. Democrats, the U.K. Conservatives, Japan’s Liberal Democratic
Party and South Africa’s African National Congress reflect that people in these countries
were willing to use their elections as an instrument to address perceived non-performance
of the government and demand an alternative in power.

S, forea & dodfesy, wTur @ forava SMwied urdl 3R gfémr snpter
DI BB AFA HIIT 31 R Ig St § b 57 3 & TR A GG} B WHR BT B
SyeRRItEar &) TSI 3 3R dbfeus J=T B i d & e & =0 & Iud |
Senegal’s election similarly captured youth anger and a generational push against elites.
é@ﬂ?%mﬁ t garail BT Smepi=r 3R e a7f ¥ e fidhma qam Wy w0 3

I

A pro-incumbency trend

-gAPrae 3 v

Indian State assembly elections held over the last few years indicate a trend in the
opposite direction.

fUed o auf # gU URH Isa fRu=ayT 919 399 faudia fzm & we vgf &t ewifa g1
Many governments during this period got re-elected, indicating a strong pro-incumbency
sentiment.

39 3afy H B3 WHR SIaRT FHaffd g5, o WA U1 & cxfar |

The incumbent Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government got re-elected in Bihar, Haryana,
Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra, despite spirited opposition campa

ARG R SdT UTef (BJP) 1 wR RER, gham, wwu%sr&%?ﬂ?mgﬁwaﬁ
fqueft St o STavie g: Faffid g5

These governments were re-elected, beating anti-incumbency, because the ruling party
anchored its election campaign pushing narratives of stability, ‘double engine ki sarkaar’,
faster development, welfare delivery, and strong leadership, which triumphed over the
narratives propagated by opposition parties.

T BRI A TE-ZAPTE! D! ATd &l Fifch TaReG & A 31U 19 A & FRURET, saa
o B WPR’, AW AP, TR fIavur, iR AeTgd Aqed S 3Rl R snemla
foar, it faueh galf & TR W YR US|

In Gujarat, the BJP extended its record to a seventh straight term, while Naveen Patnaik’s
Biju Janata Dal (BJD) in Odisha converted personal credibility and targeted schemes
into multi-term mandates.

ToRTd & BJP 3 30T Rbie AR ATadt R G1 § J8H d¢[T, Jaid fe=m & 7di=
YeHTa® 1§ 9I-IdT g (BJD) = afdaiTd fasRa-itaan iR aféra aiernsi &1 g-3afy
ST § 9cd fear|

West Bengal’s 2021 mandate for Mamata Banerjee’s Trinamool Congress, against a
highly contested BJP challenge, highlights pro-incumbency in a polarised contest.

Uf3w STe 2021 T AT STSH Pt GUIHE BT S e SRR, did BJP gAY & STavg,
TS ydipd gHad & M-3AH T &I IR &l ¢

These examples may look like isolated cases of States being voted back to power, with the
recent Bihar Assembly election being one of them, but Indian elections since 1952 have

Page34

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

witnessed periods of both pro-incumbency and anti-incumbency.

3 IETERUN AT & J: Tl & dlie o SfelT-31elT AT T Tavd 8, forH giferan fagR
faemruT gAma o nfia B, Af 1952 & YR gl § Wi-gerad ofR Tdl-gmrdt
31 & AR dE B A B

India’s history

YRA BT Ie-Iad gfagr

e The first few years (1952—1966) were a period of pro-incumbency.
RS 9 (1952-1966) M-ZTHHI BT H1 UT|
e Out of the 39 assembly elections held during this period, almost 85% of governments got
re-elected.
$9 3afy ¥ gU 39 faem=rauT gAmal d I WU 85% WR®K Y: faffa g3
e But the periods of 1967—-79 and 1980-1988 witnessed both pro and anti-incumbency
trends.
QAf 1967-79 3R 19801988 Ht AR T Ut 3R TEt-gAGTAM aH! UgRrar g oI et
o During 1967-79, out of 82 assembly elections, 54% of governments got re-elected, while
46% of them got voted out.
196779 & TRM 82 fAUTAIHT TGl & ¥ 54% WS Y=: fatfa g2, safer 46% TP
RIS g3
e Similarly, during the 1980-88 period, of 53 assembly elections, 51% governments got re-
elected while 49% governments got voted out.
St TR 1980-88 HI 34aft & gU 53 faum=auT g1l H 51% IR Y: FHaifad g Jafs
49% TRPBTY WRTFoTd 55|
e However, the periods of 1989-98 and 1999-03 witnessed a very strong trend of anti-
incumbency.
gTaiTehr 1989-98 3R 1999-03 T Al H T -gTwwIw &1 3rid Aoigd Ugfy o= ! firedt|
e During 1989-98, of 63 assembly elections, 71% incumbent governments were voted out.
198948%%@: eaﬁummrriﬁm‘fﬁﬂ% TAREE TP URTford g2 |
e The trend continued during the 1999-03 period, where of the 31 assembly elections, 61%
incumbent governments were voted out.
g Ughi 1999-03 HI 3fafd & f IRT 51, 915 31 fAumauT gamal ¥ ¥ 61% IREG ARb1R
I g5 |
e The trend changed again during the 2004—-15 period, which withessed a mix of anti and pro-
incumbency.
2004-15 1 3afy ¥ 78 ygfty AR saol iR T aut Wi-gAhwadt &1 e 3am ) i)
¢ In this period, nearly 55% of incumbent governments got re-elected, while 45%
governments were defeated.
3 3faft & AT 55% TuReE GBI YA: fAaffRid g5, Jafdh 45% TRPR uRIford g3 |
e The 2016-2018 period has seen a strong anti-incumbency trend where nearly 75%
incumbent governments got defeated.
2016-2018 H1 3Gy ¥ T Aolgd Udl-gApTad! Ughy <l 75, fod T 75% axee
TRDR WO g5 |
e This is understandable, for when the BJP-led National Democratic Alliance government
came to power at the Centre in 2014, many Congress-ruled States lost in subsequent State
elections.
I8 qHH U ©, i o1d 2014 H $g H BIP-ATE Tl AP SIS Toa e TR
A1 H TS, O B8 HIAG-JTRIG 77 d1¢ & 37 gATa1 J gR M|
o Weare again withessing a strong pro-incumbency trend.
BH U oK R W-gAeprdl &) Aeigd Ugii <E R g
o Many BJP-ruled States have witnessed governments being re-elected.
%3 BJP-RITRYE ¥sdl § W) g: FHaffaa g3 g1
e |tis true that many of these governments were re-elected riding on the popularity of welfare
schemes, but it also has to do with general infrastructural improvement which the State
and its people have started benefitting from.
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T I § f 570 Q 58 BN FTUrBRI Are13il Bt dibpar & MR R gH: Faffd g8,

A TP e T SraTRa- T D JURT F 21 g, o1 a1y I 3R ISP ANIRSD| Bl
e gl
While politics of welfare has helped the ruling party mobilise the votes of the poor and
lower middle classes, infrastructural developments have especially helped in mobilising
the votes of the upper middle-class voters.
ST HETU] DI IS A TG &d $I TRIF 3R FH-aerw o1 & 9d Jem ¥ Aeg 31, 381
STERIATHD fIHTH A [ FU ¥ 3w A T & Taararsl i sepivd foan
Examples from around the world indicate how structural pressures, economic strain,
social churn, and an anti-elite sentiment are producing different electoral logics.

R & IeTeR0l e § i 2 wea- et gama, snfdfe a-ra, arafre 3ya-gyd,

TE-Telle UTaAT 37eT-31THT HTdT T &1 o ¢ 3R ]

Globally, these stresses have translated into a rotation of ruling parties losing elections,
paving the way for a new party to form the government.
AP TR IR, 7 a9 & IRUMRIET TRe¢ gal B1 gR 3R 3 urfdal & w1 § oA &
fsrar e &t fireft g1
But in India’s States, governments have got re-elected, often being mediated through
strong leader-centric, welfare-driven incumbencies that can absorb discontent and bring
in renewed mandates.
AP HRA P TS T AR IRR G: Faiferd g3 €, Siet Avigg Aar-bisa 3R Hearor-
SMYTRT TRSE ARITE 3RIAY ) JHIRT B AT FATSR YT B3 H G&H T 81

GS Paper I1: Governance,
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1.

Maternal mortality dropped as institutional deliveries rose to 89%, says
Health Minister

TRITTA UNId 89% BI & AT g &3 A RTae, a4 A 3 a1
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Maternal mortality dropped
as institutional deliveries rose
to 89%, says Health Minister

The Hindu Bureau
BHOPAL

Union Health Minister J.P.
Nadda said on Tuesday
that the country’s institu-
tional delivery rate had
gone up to 89%, leading to
a significant reduction in
the maternal mortality rate
(MMR) during childbirth.

Mr. Nadda, who is also
the national president of
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), made the statement
after laying the foundation
stone for a medical college
in Madhya Pradesh’s Dhar
district. He laid foundation
for another medical col-
lege in Betul district. The
two colleges will be operat-
ed on a public-private part-
nership (PPP) model.

“The rate of institution-
al deliveries in the country
has increased to 89%,
which led to a significant

J.P.Nadda

reduction in the MMR. The
Narendra Modi govern-
ment is striving through its
healthcare services to en-
sure that citizens remain
healthy and do not fall ill in
the first place,” Mr. Nadda
said.

He said the two medical
colleges would also be the
first of its kind in the coun-
try that would function
through the PPP model.

“The establishment of
the medical college would

provide better healthcare
services to the people of
Betul and the surrounding
tribal areas,” he said.

“Until the end of the
20th century, there was
only one All India Institute
of Medical Sciences (Al-
IMS) in Delhi. Now there
are 23. In 2014, there were
387 medical colleges. To-
day, there are 819 medical
colleges. Including those in
Dhar and Betul, the num-
ber of medical colleges has
reached 821,” the Health
Minister said.

The medical colleges in
Dhar and Betul are going to
be constructed at an esti-
mated cost of ¥260 crore
and %300 crore respective-
ly, as per a State govern-
ment statement.

The State currently has
33 medical colleges, in-
cluding 19 government
institutions.

Maternal mortality dropped as institutional deliveries rose to 89%, says Health
Minister

TRITT W4T 89% B4 & A Jog &X W FRTae, Wre w= A @er

Union Health Minister J.P. Nadda said on Tuesday that the country’s institutional delivery
rate had gone up to 89%, leading to a significant reduction in the maternal mortality rate
(MMR) during childbirth.

e ey U At ST A HIAaR S HeT {6 I B TRITT Y19 2 T¢HhR 89% B T8 §,
S8 7a & SR AT g &R (THTASNR) H Ageaqul BT offs &

Mr. Nadda, who is also the national president of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), made the
statement after laying the foundation stone for a medical college in Madhya Pradesh’s
Dhar district.

ot Tg1, S WIRTTT ST UTeT (HTSTUT) & P 3ieaed it §, 1 U8 SO 949 Ue¥ & U fora §
T RISTHA Picre DI TURRIEAT I8 & 916 fe|

He laid the foundation for another medical college in Betul district.

I Aqa e o U o AfEra Piaet of ot smeyRfRrar Wit

The two colleges will be operated on a public-private partnership (PPP) model.

q G| dldsl UfeId-yTgde (Wit afsa W el feu S|

“The rate of institutional deliveries in the country has increased to 89%, which led to a
significant reduction in the MMR. The Narendra Modi government is striving through its
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healthcare services to ensure that citizens remain healthy and do not fall ill in the first place,”
Mr. Nadda said.

ot TZT ¥ PeT, “S H WRATTA UG BT <R TGHR 89% B TS 8, I8 THTAIIR H wgwaqut
FHY o1 T | TNE WIS PR 0T Ty JAareit & T1em § I8 AT HA &1 T IR 6]
g o It Wi @ IR SR AT 1

He said the two medical colleges would also be the first of its kind in the country that would
function through the PPP model.

351 Bel b 3 3 AfSPa s ¢x o Wit afsa & meaq I o1 a7 9T 3 UPR
& Ugd 5|

“The establishment of the medical college would provide better healthcare services to the
people of Betul and the surrounding tribal areas,” he said.

ﬁ%wmﬁwﬁmﬁew%wﬁaﬂﬂéﬁt%aﬁﬁm
W'\ﬁmﬁlﬁﬂ’n
“Until the end of the 20th century, there was only one All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) in Delhi. Now there are 23. In 2014, there were 387 medical colleges.
Today, there are 819 medical colleges. Including those in Dhar and Betul, the number of
medical colleges has reached 821,” the Health Minister said.
T WA A Fgl, “20d] Tt & &mwﬁc—vﬁﬁmwe@auﬁuwgﬁaﬁwm
(THA) UT| 3 23 §1 2014 T 387 AfSHa Hiae U1 TS 819 AfTHA B & | YR 3R IqA &
Bl &I fETHR T8 TS 821 81 718 g 17
The medical colleges in Dhar and Betul are going to be constructed at an estimated cost of
%260 crore and ¥300 crore respectively, as per a State government statement.
g TIHR & UM & 3R, YR 3R 39 H AfSHa Brae HU: 2260 FAS 3R 2300
PRAS DI ST ARG Y FAE G|

The State currently has 33 medical colleges including 19 government institutions.

T F 940 7 33 AfSwd Bia 8, 8 19 GISRY SR it B
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India’s FTA with New Zealand can be a
precedent, not an exception

ndia’s recently announced closure of nego-

tiations for a free trade agreement (FTA)

with New Zealand marks a maturing in New
Delhi’s approach to global trade. Unlike the ear-
lier headline-grabbing mega trade pacts, this
agreement has been negotiated from a position of
sectoral caution and strategic clarity. Both coun-
tries begin from a relatively low base. India’s
Commerce Ministry data indicate that total trade
in goods and services in FY25 was a little over $2
billion, modest by India’s contemporary trade
standards. Yet, the shared ambition to double
trade within five years is notable — not because of
the headline number, but because of how the
agreement seeks to get there. The most striking
feature is India’s success in negotiating a mobility
clause, where 5,000 Indian professionals “at any
given time” will be eligible for three-year work vi-
sas in areas where India enjoys strong domestic
capabilities — IT services, health care, education
and traditional medicine. This goes well beyond
the limited precedents set elsewhere. Even the
Australia-India Economic Cooperation and Trade
Agreement (AI-ECTA) only provides for 1,000
“working holiday” visas annually, which allow
young professionals to work short term, typically
in hospitality or services, while travelling.

Read alongside New Zealand’s decision to al-
low uncapped entry of Indian students into high-
er education institutions and a minimum 20-
hour weekly part-time work entitlement, the
agreement creates a deeper, people-centric eco-
nomic bridge. On tariff exclusions, nearly 30% of
India’s tariff lines have been kept out, reflecting
hard-won carve-outs to protect rural livelihoods.
Dairy products; animal products other than
sheep meat; and some vegetable products have
been excluded. This is no small concession, given
that dairy accounts for roughly a third of New
Zealand’s global exports. The absence of similar
safeguards was a key reason India exited the Re-
gional Comprehensive Economic Partnership in
2019 - a pact in which New Zealand and Australia
were central players. The agreement also in-
cludes New Zealand’s commitment to invest-
ments in India of about $20 billion over 15 years.
In that sense, the deal moves past a narrow goods
trade lens and gestures towards a more holistic
economic partnership. If ratified by New Zea-
land’s Parliament, as expected, the agreement
could come into force within seven months.
These are modest gains in the face of mounting
global trade headwinds. But for India, the real
test lies ahead: ensuring the removal of non-tariff
barriers — from recognition of Indian educational
qualifications to quality standards and rules of
origin — and actively popularising the agreement
among sectors poised to benefit. That sustained,
patient work will determine whether this FTA be-

copgsaiemplaciathierha an exception.

A good template
TP 331

. India’s FTA with New Zealand can be a

precedent, not an exception
YRA &1 Yuilds & Y FTA T fITel (precedent) 7
3Udlq (exception)

Ipdr g, 7 fb a5

India—New Zealand Free Trade Agreement (FTA)

W—W&ﬂﬁ? Hod HTIR (FTA)

o India’s recently announced closure of negotiations
for a free trade agreement (FTA) with New Zealand
marks a maturing in New Delhi’s approach to global

trade.

YRd gRI 81d o1 § Yeiids & A1Y god SR
(FTA) @1 arateif & JHTI St Oivon afye saruR & ufa
7% foeeh & eReur A ufusar &) cwfdt 31
. Unlike the earlier headline-grabbing mega trade
pacts, this agreement has been negotiated from a position
of sectoral caution and strategic clarity.

Ugd & dfd AT ATYR AN & AU, T8 JHgAdT
& Tadhar iR UM e & SMUR W 73 far
T g
. Both countries begin from a relatively low base.

I Y gEAATHS U F A YR § L33 IR B
. India’s Commerce Ministry data indicate that total
trade in goods and services in FY25 was a little over $2
billion, modest by India’s contemporary trade standards.

YR & aTiored WATAT & il & 3UR faw af 2025
(FY25) & axgaft 3R Tarsft &1 $of AR $2 fAfera &
JIST St o1, S YRA & IAHM ATIR THS] & TR
i g1
. Yet, the shared ambition to double trade within five
years is notable not because of the headline number, but
because of how the agreement seeks to get there.

o2 ot uTer qut & ATIR AT HIA &1 AT ASATHIEN
I@EHY B, 7 fb 3ihs & HRUN, Sfcsh I dP & SR
o TEhar 39 g1 BT =redr 2|

. The most striking feature is India’s success in
negotiating a mobility clause, where 5,000 Indian
professionals “at any given time” will be eligible for
three-year work visas.

T T =i AfAfRIdY aeitsr IR YR &1 G g,
o ded fansdt +ff w7 5,000 HRAT URIGR Fi=-adfa
i i1 & U= g1

. These visas will apply in areas where India enjoys
strong domestic capabilities such as IT services,
health care, education and traditional medicine.

T e 3 aﬁﬁmaﬁaﬁmﬁﬁqﬁm&mﬁ
T Ol STEET AT, AR @ T, FRIai 3R TRuRke
fafeer|

e This goes well beyond the limited precedents set elsewhere.

T8 3 VI R

w1 Hiftra Iarexvil A H81 o S |
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Even the Australia—India Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement (Al-ECTA) only
provides for 1,000 “working holiday” visas annually.
wwﬁm@ﬁm-wen%mﬂsﬁvww@m (AI-ECTA) o} ITe1 o
1,000 “TfHT gieits” dT U™ Ha1 5|

These visas allow young professionals to work short term, typically in hospitality or
services, while travelling.

ﬁﬁwggﬁaﬁw%ﬁmmm, TR TR gifeueferdt ar Jar &= & o= &t

3{JH d |

Read alongside New Zealand’s decision to allow uncapped entry of Indian students into

higher education institutions and a minimum 20-hour weekly part-time work entitlement.

T oA gRT HRAEH BTl B =T e W=t # A W wa=r sk g7ad 20 92 ufa

g SRBID ST PR <7 & H0fa & Ty ugr o1 =nfgul

The agreement creates a deeper, people-centric economic bridge.

Ig G 1T R Hfsd TP o1 31ffes g S 5

On tariff exclusions, nearly 30% of India’s tariff lines have been kept out, reflecting hard-

won carve-outs to protect rural livelihoods.

W 3uasi= & q8d URA BT T 30% SIE TSI BI STex 37T 711 ¢, i ITHIOT

TSIt B T8 ¥ SIS Tl | It ge o a2 31

Dairy products, animal products other than sheep meat, and some vegetable products

have been excluded.

ST IUTg, NS & HiG & SIATAT 39 U] IeUTG, 3R F3 ot SeUTG o 39 MW &

This is no small concession, given that dairy accounts for roughly a third of New

Zealand’s global exports.

Tg FIs B! Rargd 61 8, Fiife U Ypids & afye Fafd &1 amnrT ve-faers it 2|

The absence of similar safeguards was a key reason India exited the Regional

Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) in 2019.

T IRE & YR&T SUR &1 HH! 2019 H HRA & &g SATIS 3w AR (RCEP) I a6

e &1 T SR A

New Zealand and Australia were central players in that pact.

39 qHEd § Yeiids 3R SR ferar wig HrfieR U

The agreement also includes New Zealand’s commitment to investments in India of

about $20 billion over 15 years.

%sﬂﬂn@ﬁﬁqy:ﬁagm 15 quT & YRA & T $20 fafera= fawr &1 ufdegar o nfia
|

In that sense, the deal moves past a narrow goods trade lens and gestures towards a more

holistic economic partnership.

39 =} q g8 Uiq1 $ad 9% ATUR I 31 Fgh s TuY e Argie™t oF 3R ddhd

FRAT B

If ratified by New Zealand’s Parliament, as expected, the agreement could come into force

within seven months.

gfe 30er F TR gellas B WS GRT SATHIG e S1aT 7, O T8 GHi a1 1 g1 &

iR AL 8 THar B

These are modest galns in the face of mounting global trade headwinds.

Y samuR A Tedt gAifaal & &t 3 Wifta afeT aeayf Suafsmr 7|

But for India, the real test lies ahead in ensuring the removal of non-tariff barriers.

e 1R o Fo1g St e AR-2RW aread B seR F B

These include recognition of Indian educational qualifications, quality standards, and

rules of origin.

0 R ReifOre divgarsi @) w=ar, Jurasn ATE, SR S & fFraw nfia g

India must also actively popularise the agreement among sectors poised to benefit.
HRA &1 39 &3 H JHeNd BT Afepy TR 1t S31 81 off 3T 1= 81 Ihd 7|

That sustained, patient work will determine whether this FTA becomes a template rather

than an exception.

78! fARaR 3R SRfquf wary o0 &3 % 78 FTA Siuare & a9 U Hisd §-1dT § a1 gl |
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Pakistan is back in West Asia’s good graces
bvoB

oS IR

merican scholar, the late Stephen P.
A Cohen, had once pontificated that

Pakistan often finds itself in a place of
political success because it negotiates with the
world by putting a gun to its own head. While this
has been proven true many a time, the recent
victories, both with the United States and the less
talked about, West Asia, have come as a boon for
the state’s now all-encompassing and all-powerful
Army chief, Asim Munir.

Field Marshal Munir’s grasp on power has
come at a moment when geopolitical successes
for Islamabad are not coming through much ofa
design, but by way of geopolitical churns
plaguing the global order and its penchant to play
the narrative game to the hilt, considering that
Pakistan has little to lose to begin with.
Nonetheless, Field Marshal Munir being called
upon as “my favourite Field Marshal” by U.S.
President Donald Trump, a self-christened
military honour given to Field Marshal Munir by
himself, Pakistan nominating Mr. Trump for the
Nobel Peace Prize for his perceived role of
stopping a full-blown India-Pakistan war
following Operation Sindoor, and also strongly
supporting the Gulf’s positions on Gaza, have
brought Pakistan under an unexpected spotlight.
“Much of our problems emanate from Pakistan
Army,” India’s External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar had recently reiterated.

Agreement with Saudi Arabia

The Strategic Mutual Defence Agreement (SMDA),
signed between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia in
September 2025, was another victory of
perception for Pakistan, and an early sign of
success for Field Marshal Munir. Over the past
few months, Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif’s low public profile and photo-op

-
Kabir Taneja
is Deputy Director and
Middle East Fellow,
Strategic Studies,

Observer Research
Foundation

Field Marshal
Asim Munir has
been pivotal to
this, taking
advantage of the
prevailing
geopolitical
situation

appearances during international visits have
showcased another shift from civil to military. For
Gulf powers such as Saudi Arabia, a stable
Pakistan is suddenly of consequence both from a
utilitarian perspective of its military strength and
its potential to supply foot-soldiers for work that
Arab armies themselves would not want to do.
This includes sizeable participation in any kind of
international peace force in Gaza.

While the Gaza war has been on-going since
2023, its broader implications and the spread of
Israel’s military campaigns across the region,
from Yemen against the Houthis to directly
targeting Iranian nuclear facilities inside the
country along with the Americans, reshaped how
Arab powers have viewed regional security till
date. The point of no return also came in
September 2025 when Israeli missiles, reportedly
launched from the Red Sea region, targeted a
compound in Doha, Qatar, housing Hamas’s
political leadership. The strike ended up killing a
Qatari security official. Prior to this, Qatar was
also hit by Iran, in response to U.S. airstrikes as
Tehran targeted the U.S.'s largest military
installation in the region, the Al Udeid air base. In
short, despite their own internal disagreements,
Arab states have since moved towards a more
collective ideation of defence, reading the tea
leaves that the U.S. military may not come to their
aid going forward.

The past

Previously, Pakistan had spent some time on the
peripheries of West Asian diplomacy. On more
than one occasion, the United Arab Emirates has
suspended issuing of visas to Pakistani nationals
on security grounds. Riyadh’s loans to Islamabad
have come with strict conditions with relation to
the country’s IMF bailouts. In 2015, Pakistan had

Pakistan is back in West Asia’s good graces

uTfwa fibr 3 ufdm elRrar @t srggaar | dle 3man g

Pakistan’s Geopolitical Moment and Military Ascendancy

refused to send its troops to participate in the
Saudi campaign in Yemen against the Houthis
fearing a fracture of relations with Iran, leaving a
new and incoming Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman in the lurch. In 2019, then Indian Minister
for External Affairs Sushma Swaraj was invited to
speak at the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation
meet in Abu Dhabi, forcing Pakistan to lodge a
protest and stage a walkout. Ms. Swaraj took a
strong position against terrorism in her speech,
aimed at Pakistan without naming it, but also
appealing to a growing anti-extremism posture
being taken by Arab powers themselves. New
Delhi hosting Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman in 2019 for a state visit, at the height of
the Khashoggi issue, was a buy in, supporting
these transformative changes in the cradle of
Islamic ideology and theology.

The road ahead

But in 2025, Pakistan has found its way back into
West Asia’s good graces and Field Marshal Munir
has been pivotal to this design by way of taking
advantage of prevailing geopolitical headwinds to
merit his country’s importance in backing a
revised security architecture for Arab powers.
Finally, there is no grand strategy at play for Field
Marshal Munir. He has consolidated abject power
at a time when strategic crevasses in international
and West Asian security order are palpable.
However, opportunism has a shelf life and does
not guarantee long-term dividends. Pakistan’s
core economic and political crisis points remain
intact and will not be overshadowed despite the
victories of narratives it is currently clocking. For
now, Pakistan military has utilitarian benefits for
new West Asian security demands, but
ideologically, the proverbial gun on its own head
remains a long-term problem internationally.

BT Y-RTSHID &7 R A= g

American scholar, the late Stephen P. Cohen, had once pontificated that Pakistan often finds
itself in a place of political success because it negotiates with the world by putting a gun to
its own head.

3R fagH, f3dTa W= f. S5, 7 U IR Sal Ul fob Ui SRR Ae-Ifad
Tpaar & Rufd & s uga Sdr € wiifes a8 gfar @ ool € wudt WR dgd IaH
CIREISKRG

While this has been proven true many a time, the recent victories, both with the United
States and the less talked about West Asia, have come as a boon for the state’s all-
encompassing and all-powerful Army chief, Asim Munir.

BTeiifeh 7 W1 S IR e T €2 2, b1 G Tohaiditl — et 15T ARSI % 1Y
3R 3UeHd HH dfdd ufm TR & — Isu & Jdaamdt 3R gd=IfRaT J41 w arfty
TR F 17 T& aReg TR offS B

Field Marshal Munir’s grasp on power has come at a moment when geopolitical successes
for Islamabad are not coming through much of a design, but by way of geopolitical churns
plaguing the global order.

TR @1 T R UHS U G0 T 3715 ¢ Ofd SAMEIEIE Bt YIS0 Fherdng
forht gfaamiva Toritfa @ 7, afcss AfYye et &1 nvifad B ard Y-_Ter-ifa® SYd-gud
& HRU A B 5

This is coupled with Pakistan’s penchant to play the narrative game to the hilt, considering
that Pakistan has little to lose to begin with.
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Nonetheless, Field Marshal Munir being called “my favourite Field Marshal” by U.S.

President Donald Trump, a self-christened military honour given by Munir to himself.

TP SII9G, Bies AR F-R ST SRkt Ipufd SIHIeS €U gR1 W1 wdial wics
aRta” Fg o, S R gR1 W & fean w1 ve wa-aifyd =1 g ¢

Pakistan nominating Mr. Trump for the Nobel Peace Prize for his perceived role in

stopping a full-blown India—Pakistan war following Operation Sindoor.

T GRT AT RigR & 916 WRA-UTfwar ol g5 &1 Ao 8 Hid YfHeT & forg

oft ¢u Bt Aidd Wifd HR & o Tifda s

Pakistan also strongly supporting the Gulf’s positions on Gaza.

UTfhEa gRT 91T UR WSl 3= & 3/ T Uad JuIT 311

These developments have brought Pakistan under an unexpected spotlight.

S YT H! A Uit &1 Ud Sy gidal o o fear g

“Much of our problems emanate from the Pakistan Army,” India’s External Affairs

Minister S. Jaishankar had recently reiterated.

“BHTY ST THTTE TIfpar 31 AT A I gidl &7 HRd & fadwr w3 vH. suwier
BRI EARRE

Agreement with Saudi Arabia
St 3R & AIY FHFAT

The Strategic Mutual Defence Agreement (SMDA), signed between Pakistan and Saudi

Arabia in September 2025, was another perception victory for Pakistan.
YRS I&T JHSNGT (SMDA), STt Tifhd™ iR THdl 3RE & &t Ryder 2025 #

BN gofT, T & e U SR R Site 2|

It was also an early sign of success for Field Marshal Munir.

Tg Wics URIA Gk & o URFY® TwerdT &7 Jabd Hf ol

Over the past few months, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s low public profile and photo-
op appearances during international visits have showcased a shift from civil to military.
fUrgd 8 AgH! YUt IEaTe W B 1 Ardui-e SRR SR ARy aRl &
GRM Wiel-3iTg SufRUfT 7 ARTR® | J=7 T1 B SR 9ga1d &I a1 3|

For Gulf powers such as Saudi Arabia, a stable Pakistan is suddenly of consequence from
a utilitarian perspective.
ﬂ?ﬂ@%@@%ﬁ%mwmmmmﬁ%@ﬁ
Tzl

This importance stems from Pakistan’s military strength and its potential to supply foot-
soldiers.

Ug HEd Ul e 1 A= Tfe 3R st A Iuered HM Y &1 A T 2|

These are tasks that Arab armies themselves would not want to do.

33 P g o 3RT AITE Tq4 HIAT 1] Arg |

This includes sizeable participation in any kind of international peace force in Gaza.

5o et # foreft ot R & siawRigia hifa 9@ | 93t wrfiet i &)

While the Gaza war has been on-going since 2023, its broader implications have reshaped
regional security perceptions.

BTaiiTeh Tl g 2023 J SR} B, 39 AT YHIAT = &1 TR&f Bt YRUn3f &) gaa faar |
The spread of Israel’s military campaigns across the region has been significant.

&3 o goRTEd & 99 R &7 fawR 99y 9 ¥ Agayuf @1 8|

This includes actions from Yemen against the Houthis to directly targeting Iranian nuclear
facilities inside Iran along with the Americans.

SO g9+ | gl fasifeal & e sriars @ ao) smikieal & w1y frdaer /M & iR
S RAT9] ufagET @Y A a9 i B

The point of no return came in September 2025 when Israeli missiles, reportedly launched
from the Red Sea region, targeted a compound in Doha, Qatar.
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RydeR 2025 # IR 9 81 ) fRAfA 99 31 99 BT IR R ¥ At &7 3 it 7 gerTsdt
firarsal A Hax & aleT § U URIR &I FH=IA1 S|

The compound housed Hamas'’s political leadership.

3 URIR H §HTE BT ISP Aqed Aog ATl

The strike ended up killing a Qatari security official.

39 gHA H T Past &M e 1 geg 81 TS|

Prior to this, Qatar was also hit by Iran, in response to U.S. airstrikes.

T g, SRt gars gHal & Sa § R A Her R+t gwen foman o)

Tehran targeted the U.S.’s largest military installation in the region, the Al Udeid air
base.

A A & T AR b Taw I A 3T, 3T I TIR A, & =11 S|

In short, despite their internal disagreements, Arab states have moved towards a
collective ideation of defence.

TAY H, 30N SHTND SRIGHIT & Jdu[E, 3RT G=M - ARIFED T&IT TRV Bt 3R HgH
TR

They have done so by reading the tea leaves that the U.S. military may not come to their
aid in the future.

35 T8 HSH 39 AHha & I 1T § fob Hidwr H srafyast |1 2mae S+ Igrdl &
ferg amt =1 amg

The past

Previously, Pakistan had spent some time on the peripheries of West Asian diplomacy.
, & FRA R $© 999 d% &1 38T

On more than one occasion, the United Arab Emirates has suspended issuing of visas to
Pakistani nationals on security grounds.

TH U YD SEaRI R VYad 3R HIRTA 7 GR&T FRUN I UIfbwdrt ARTRS] &) dte
St e e fean g

Riyadh’s loans to Islamabad have come with strict conditions with relation to the country’s
IMF bailouts.

fraTe gRT TATTETe FY 2T T HU1 W F IMF A3 T S HS Wal &b 1Y MU § |

In 2015, Pakistan had refused to send its troops to participate in the Saudi campaign in
Yemen against the Houthis.

2015 § Urfasear A gfaal & e au= & Tasd) st 8§ yr an & forg s A
U A SAPR B e Y|

This refusal was due to fears of a fracture of relations with Iran.

I8 PR I & TIY ol # SR BT MMABT & HRUT 47|

This decision left a new and incoming Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman in the lurch.
29 fAufg 7T SR IRA gU H1sH il Wigwie fa waw= & eryew fRufa # 3is faan

In 2019, then Indian Minister for External Affairs Sushma Swaraj was invited to speak at
the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation meet in Abu Dhabi.

2019 T JpTal- YR fae=T Hft JuHT TR &1 3q uTdt & STATHE TgIRT WIS+ (0IC)
1 96® B sl & fare s fasan )

This forced Pakistan to lodge a protest and stage a walkout.
sﬂﬁuﬁwﬁaﬁﬁ?‘mﬁ?mﬁ 3R sfeiua $7 & fw o g1 vt

Ms. Swaraj took a strong position against terrorism in her speech.

Gt TR A 30 U0 F AThdTe & fRAdTs HST o9 ST |

Her remarks were aimed at Pakistan without naming it.

St fewfort famm A forg uifeswar wr aféra off|

She also appealed to a growing anti-extremism posture being adopted by Arab powers.
I 3R M GIRT SUATY ST ¥ SUATG-faRIeh @ 1 3R f ordficd 1

New Delhi hosting Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman in 2019 for a state visit, at the
height of the Khashoggi issue, was a buy-in supporting transformative changes.
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2019 ¥ % feelt grRT w184 fiiw Higwie faF Iawu &) Iea i g &t Avear, @Rt
YHIUT & TRA R, 39 IRAATPRI deardl & AT o1 ddbd ol

e This supported changes in the cradle of Islamic ideology and theology.

fraRuRT 3R i &Y Sy & 81 8 uRad-! &1 w0 e

The road ahead
3R & 18

e Butin 2025, Pakistan has found its way back into West Asia’s good graces.
Afd1 2025 T T A iR & uf¥ TRrn $t srgdur 51 &= @t 5

¢ Field Marshal Munir has been pivotal to this design.
Wit ARfa R 39 worifa & Forfas yfre 3% €1

e He has taken advantage of prevailing geopolitical headwinds.

] Y-Toa® Hfagaarstt &1 ay IS/ gl

e This has helped merit Pakistan’s importance in backing a revised security architecture for
Arab powers.
Y 3R M & forg TNFra YR o & Ufhed o1 Hgwn wifid 3 31

¢ Finally, there is no grand strategy at play for Field Marshal Munir.
3idd:, Wit ARIA YR & UM HIs g SrabTierd YurHifd 6l 81

o He has consolidated abject power at a time when strategic crevasses in international and
West Asian security order are palpable.
35 U wHY 7 quf FHT BT Bt ol 51 ¢ od SHRRIPTY SR e ufRrars graf oawi §
TUrHifa® RN WE B

e However, opportunism has a shelf life.
BT, 3HRAIG Pt TP JIHT gIet 81

e It does not guarantee long-term dividends.
Tg Srdwifere a1y o TR T8 el

e Pakistan’s core economic and political crisis points remain intact.
Ui & qa e 3R Ieifae Tde &g o ff W 8

o These will not be overshadowed despite current narrative victories.
HIS[al HUTS TUTRT Thaarsi & diace J Joe gd 8l el

e For now, the Pakistan military has utilitarian benefits for new West Asian security
demands.
fUhcTgTe, UTfhT=it T 1 73 Ui ThRrars [R&m sraxgdarsit & e Iuaifarardt ey
T & |

o Butideologically, the proverbial gun on its own head remains a long-term international
problem.

Afp Aaie TR, 3T g FIUS W W U1 d dgep U™ & forg Srefaifers
STRTPTA T 51 % o
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China overtakes OPEC+ as the main oil price maker

Reuters
LAUNCESTON, AUSTRALIA

Conventional wisdom in
the crude oil market is that
producers such as OPE-
Ctlargely determine the
price by altering output le-
vels to achieve a desired
outcome.

That shibboleth was
challenged in 2025 by Chi-
na, which used its status as
the world’s biggest oil im-
porter to provide an effec-
tive price floor and ceiling
by either increasing or de-
creasing the volume of
crude it sent to storage
tanks. Production cuts in
2022 by OPEC+, which
groups the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting
Countries and allies led by
Russia, did shore up pric-
es. Those gains faded once
it began reversing the cuts

in April this year. Now, fac-
ing a looming oil glut,
OPEC+ has decided to sit
tight and hold production
levels steady in the first
quarter of next year.

That leaves China to
mop up the excess.

What China does in
2026 is now the biggest
known unknown in crude
markets. Other partici-
pants are likely to set their
strategies in response to
Beijing.

China doesn't release
public information on its
strategic or commercial
stockpiles, making it chal-
lenging not only to assess
physical flows, but also to
determine what policies
are likely to be followed.

What was clear in 2025
is that China was buying
more crude than it needed
for domestic consumption

Fuel guzzler: What was clear in 2025 is that China was buying more crude than it needed for domestic
consumption and exports of refined products. Arp

and exports of refined
products.

China does not disclose
the volumes of crude flow-
inginto or out of its strateg-
ic and commercial stock-
piles, but an estimate can

be made by subtracting re-
finery throughput from the
total crude available from
imports and domestic
output.

It is worth noting that
notall of the surplus crude

was likely to have been ad-
ded to storage, with some
being processed in plants
not captured by the official
data. For the first Il
‘months of 2025, the sur-
plus crude amounted to

about 9,80,000 barrels per
day (bpd), given that im-
ports and domestic output
combined were 15.80 mil-
lion bpd, while refinery
processing amounted to
14.82 million bpd.

The surplus has been
built up since March and
came after refiners made a
rare draw on inventories in
January and February,
when processing rates ex-
ceeded available erude by
about 30,000 bpd.

There is a solid correla-
tion between the volume
of surplus crude and the
price of oil, with China ad-
ding barrels when prices
dip but cutting back when
they rise.

This was in evidence in
September, when the sur-
plus crude dropped to
5,70,000 bpd after hitting
1.10 million bpd in August.

Cargoes arriving in Sep-
tember would largely have
been arranged at the time
of the Israel-Iran conflict in
June, when crude prices
were elevated. Global
benchmark Brent futures
spiked to a six-month high
of $81.40 a barrel on June
23. With prices easing
since June, China’s refiners
resumed buying excess
crude, with a surplus of
1.88 million bpd seen in
November, the biggest
since April and up from
690,000 bpd in October.

It could be argued that
China’s storage flows are
the main reason that crude
prices were locked in a fair-
ly narrow range in the se-
cond half of 2025, with
Brent anchored either side
of $65 a barrel.

The key question for
2026 is whether China will,

and can,continue to buy
excess crude when prices
drop, effectively providing
afloor. Estimates vary as to
how much crude China al-
ready has stored, with a
range from around 1 billion
barrels to as much asl.4 bil-
lion barrels.

If the assumption is that
a country should have 90
days of import cover, and
China’s base imports are
around 11 million bpd, then
1 billion barrels would be
sufficient.

But at least 700 million
barrels are likely commer-
cial inventories, implying a
strategic reserve closer to
500 million barrels.

That in turn suggests
that Beijing may wish to
add about another 500
million barrels to the stra-
tegic stockpile, though the
timeline is uncertain.

China overtakes OPEC+ as the main oil price maker

4 3t + 3 NIy Sisd gU dd Hiud &1 g1 [uRe a9

Conventional wisdom in the crude oil market is that producers such as OPEC+ largely
determine the price by altering output levels to achieve a desired outcome.

P Jel SI9R 8 URURS G0 I8 ¢ & e+ S8 Iadres Idie ©RI 8 9eard b HAd
GREZGES

That shibboleth was challenged in 2025 by China, which used its status as the world’s
biggest oil importer to provide an effective price floor and ceiling by either increasing or
decreasing the volume of crude it sent to storage tanks.

Y YR BT 2025 T A 7 KN <, o= g1 & Gad 98 ad as & ©U § o0 fRufa
BT IUANT b HSRUT ¢l H NS S a7 b= I B WA GeT-agThR THTE Hed W1 3R
YAdH TR J17|

Production cuts in 2022 by OPEC+, which groups the Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries and allies led by Russia, did shore up prices.

2022 T 3fite+, forad frafae 21 &1 wTe iR &6 ¥ I 913 Tedh e
2 g1 Ry M Sae T P B TR e
Those gains faded once it began reversing the cuts in April this year.

W9 39 Y U H Hldl aag ot o o), Y 3 A1 FHI 8 9|

Now, facing a looming oil glut, OPEC+ has decided to sit tight and hold production levels
steady in the first quarter of next year.

Tuifad det SifeRIT &7 THAT HRd §T, 3NUP+ 7 3T 9 Pt ygelt faurdt # Same TR
fRR T 1 fvfg fern g1
That leaves China to mop up the excess.
SN SHfaRad 7d &1 T 3 FTHeRT 19 IR o1 9Kt 3
What China does in 2026 is now the biggest known unknown in crude markets.
2026 § T T S, g 39 A A SR BT G g -7 2
Other participants are likely to set their strategies in response to Beijing.
3= gfayrht Sro=it JuRfaat ST @t ufaforar & 0 R &1 FUIEAT 39 §
China doesn't release public information on its strategic or commercial stockpiles, making
it challenging not only to assess physical flows, but also to determine what policies are likely
to be followed.

I 30 YU a1 aIivfous YR R WrauHe SIMeRI SIRT Ta! oxdl, oy 7 dad
I TaTe &1 M a Bio gidl o, Sfewd =iadl T gaH avrHn o giewd giar g
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What was clear in 2025 is that China was buying more crude than it needed for domestic
consumption and exports of refined products.

2025 T g WY U7 fs 99 e Wud SR uRgrd Iare) & fHafd & srazadmdt § Sifiid e
CRECKERGERIT

China does not disclose the volumes of crude flowing into or out of its strategic and
commercial stockpiles, but an estimate can be made by subtracting refinery throughput from
the total crude available from imports and domestic output.

A 3 OIS SR FIOIfTs HeR & S-S a1 S A &t TTAT HT YA gl B,
QAT AT 3R TR IAUTEGH ¥ SUAH A Hd dd H F NPT TRRHRT geTax SgHH
TN ST el |
It is worth noting that not all of the surplus crude was likely to have been added to storage,
with some being processed in plants not captured by the official data.

Ig & &7 A g 6 Wt sifaived o dd &1 verRur & 7 Sten wa g, i e &
oot H uees R forar mar St enfireiRe Sl & wnfid T8l |
For the first 11 months of 2025, the surplus crude amounted to about 9,80,000 barrels per
day (bpd), given that imports and domestic output combined were 15.80 million bpd, while
refinery processing amounted to 14.82 million bpd.

2025 & Ugd 11 A1 |, 3ifaRad s=ar dd TRTHT 9,80,000 SR Ufd f& (bpd) o1, T
AT SR TR IdTE e 15.80 e bpd 3, Tafes Rwre<t TR 14.82 frfera=
bpd &TI
The surplus has been built up since March and came after refiners made a rare draw on

inventories in January and February, when processing rates exceeded available crude by
about 30,000 bpd.

Tg IRy AT T 97 § 3R I8 3T JHY & §1¢ 3177 9F RBIZ-RI = a3} 3R BIast
USSR ¥ M BRI 31, T TGV &R U Had dd F ATHT 30,000 bpd HfIF ot |

There is a solid correlation between the volume of surplus crude and the price of oil, with
China adding barrels when prices dip but cutting back when they rise.

3ifafad = adt Bt HET 3R dal B B & o Aeied Jad 7, Forad Fi9 #iad iR R &l
TeTdT & 3R 9¢1 WR HeTdl |

This was in evidence in September, when the surplus crude dropped to 5,70,000 bpd after
hitting 1.10 million bpd in August.

g Rydar o Wy gan, 9 ifaRed ol dd 3RRa | 1.10 fafera= bpd d% tga & a1
YChR 5,70,000 bpd 5 T

Cargoes arriving in September would largely have been arranged at the time of the Israel-
Iran conflict in June, when crude prices were elevated.

RidaR T 319 aTdl ST SIS IRIG: 7 T SRS -3 |uY & 999 a9 fHu 1T 3, 96 =
dd DI BAd St A
Global benchmark Brent futures spiked to a six-month high of $81.40 a barrel on June 23.

Ay ST e TERt 23 S FF $81.40 Ufd O & T8 HEH & I TR R UT 1

With prices easing since June, China’s refiners resumed buying excess crude, with a
surplus of 1.88 million bpd seen in November, the biggest since April and up from 690,000
bpd in October.

A & §1¢ Hiodl J AR 3 WR, 919 & Rp1sR1 A sifaRed san dd @Rie fiR g o,
3R 4R T 1.88 MR bpd &1 RRAW a1 7T, S 3t & &1 e M U7 3R SragaR
% 690,000 bpd I STaT 4T

It could be argued that China’s storage flows are the main reason that crude prices were

locked in a fairly narrow range in the second half of 2025, with Brent anchored either side of
$65 a barrel.

g d% {1 ST A ¢ fob A & WSTRUT YaTg &1 2025 B gUsl SHG! H & ad DI DAl D
3UeTFHd Y Ivf TR T TG HT I HRUT 3, Tgt Se $65 Ufd O & YU &1 87|

The key question for 2026 is whether China will, and can, continue to buy excess crude when
prices drop, effectively providing a floor.

2026 % forT T 9aTd I8 § o 1 919 Sid fTRA R sifaad Sean dd @ie1 o @
3R T 95 U1 HR AT, T GUTd =g W o5 I |
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Estimates vary as to how much crude China already has stored, with a range from around 1
billion barrels to as much as 1.4 billion barrels.

Y 1 & ATHM -3 8 fb T & U Uga ¥ fora =l dat TUEHd &, Sff TTHT 1
3RT A Y AT 1.4 3T RA dF &1 GHl 5|

If the assumption is that a country should have 90 days of import cover, and China’s base
imports are around 11 million bpd, then 1 billion barrels would be sufficient.

gfe 7g A foran o o fomeft =1 & ury 90 fo @1 SmaTa waR g1 AT, oiR AiF 7 oneR
M1 TTHT 11 T bpd 8, 1 1 3RE aa vl i

But at least 700 million barrels are likely commercial inventories, implying a strategic reserve
closer to 500 million barrels.

AP HH Q HH 700 AT Ia THad: IS HSR &, Sl Iurifde HeR TTHT 500
Al Ra & FAT g Bl

That in turn suggests that Beijing may wish to add about another 500 million barrels to the
strategic stockpile, though the timeline is uncertain.

g Tobd &l § fob ST orifaes HeR & @4 500 fAferast ave SiR Siis1 I8 Ihdr g,
BT 39T JHIIHT AT B
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e
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SSHTRIT 3R fARITYH Tauds urg URTR &1 uRYING $3d 8
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RBI announces fresh
measures to inject
22,90 lakh cr. liquidity

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Tuesday an-
nounced to conduct Open
Market Operation (OMO)
purchase auctions of Go-
vernment of India securi-
ties for an aggregate
amount of ¥2,00,000 crore
($22.34 billion) and dollar
rupee swap auction of $10
billion for a tenor of three
years to inject liquidity in-
to the banking system.
While the government
securities purchases will
be conducted in four
tranches of 50,000 crore
each to be held on Decem-
ber 29, 2025, January 5,

2026, January 12, 2026,
and January 22, 2026, the
dollar rupee swap auction
will be held on January 13,
2026, the RBI said.

According to analysts,
these fresh measures, be-
sides infusing rupee liquid-
ity into the banking sys-
tem, would take away
excess dollar liquidity
which is believed to have
inflated dollar rupee for-
ward premium. Also, this
measure is expected to
provide a breather to the
depleting dollar reserves.

As per RBI data, it had
sold a net of $11.88 billion
in the inter-bank forex
market in October 2025 to
arrest rupee fall.

RBI announces fresh measures to
inject ¥2.90 lakh cr. liquidity

SRAV3TE A £2.90 ARG HRIS Bt
TREdT STaH & foe ¢ IuTal @t
HI9uT $1

e The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on
Tuesday announced to conduct Open Market
Operation (OMO) purchase auctions of
Government of India securities for an
aggregate amount of 2,00,000 crore ($22.34
billion) and dollar rupee swap auction of
$10 billion for a tenor of three years to inject
liquidity into the banking system.

YR fierd 9@ (3MReteng) A Hiaar &
3NU HIPhe TR (MTH3M) & ded URd
WHR &1 ufayfedi o Wi Farnt €2,00,000
BRIS ($22.34 faferam) & o I & fow ek
STeR-3udr ¥y Hard $10 faferam ot =
qut &1 3afd & fog afehr womedt & averan
ST Pt Gy B |
¢ While the government securities
purchases will be conducted in four tranches
of 50,000 crore each to be held on
December 29, 2025, January 5, 2026,
January 12, 2026, and January 22, 2026, the

dollar rupee swap auction will be held on January 13, 2026, the RBI said.

WHRY gfayfadl @1 W 50,000 FHRIs ! AR fhzal T &1 SMer, S 29 faiaR 2025, 5
SHaRt 2026, 12 SHERT 2026, 3R 22 WG 2026 HT AT BN, Tafh STAR-SUAT WU
Hramdt 13 Sast 2026 P ST, RS 7 FET

o According to analysts, these fresh measures, besides infusing rupee liquidity into the
banking system, would take away excess dollar liquidity which is believed to have inflated
dollar rupee forward premium.
faxdus! & 3UR, T AT Iury, AT yurrelt # SuaT aRedr Stan & s, sifafved star
TR &1 ft HF H, e IR T 91 A1 § 6 I STaR-$uar Bikas Wit &) aet

fear gl

o Also, this measure is expecteq to provide a breather to the depleting dollar reserves.
1Y g, I8 ST "ed STAR HSR & $B Igd USH H- &I I g
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e As per RBI data, it had sold a net of $11.88 billion in the inter-bank forex market in
October 2025 to arrest rupee fall.

SARAIITS F HiPSl & TR, I LR 2025 H U F fiRTaC B A & oW gex-dF

B IR J Y FU 3 $11.88 faferas &1 ot oF ot

Indian equities delivered lowest dollar
returns to FPIs in 2025 as rupee fell

Sourashis Banerjee
CHENNAI

While Indian equities have
generated  double-digit
gains in rupee terms in
2025 so far, depreciation of
the rupee against the dol-
lar has sharply eroded
those gains for foreign in-
vestors. India’s U.S. dollar
returns trail all other major
markets, a development
that coincides with record
foreign portfolio investor
outflows and renewed con-
cerns over India’s relatively
high market valuations.

A businessline analysis
of data from Bloomberg
shows that the Nifty 50 has
risen 10.47% so far this
year in local currency
terms. However, in dollar
terms, Nifty 50 returns fall

to just 5.44%, the lowest,
among major global equity
benchmark indices.

Trade tensions
According to Bhushan Ke-
dar, Director of Fixed In-
come Research at Crisil In-
telligence, “a key factor is
the rupee’s depreciation of
over 5.5% against the U.S.
dollar, which has reduced
returns for foreign inves-
tors. Trade tensions have
also played a role, with the
US imposing a 50% reci-
procal tariff on India. In
contrast, a weaker dollar
has boosted returns in oth-
er emerging markets, such
as Korea and Latin
America.”

South Korea’s KOSPI
had local-currency gains of
about 71%, translating al-

most fully into dollar re-
turns as well. Markets such
as Brazil, Germany, Singa-
pore and the UK. posted
significantly higher returns
in dollars. The apprecia-
tion in their currencies
against the dollar appears
to have boosted FPI re-
turns in these countries.
The poor performance
in dollar terms led to re-
cord FPI outflows of more
than %1.55 lakh crore from
Indian equities, as of De-
cember 22. With a price-to-
earnings ratio of 21.6, In-
dian equities are also more
expensive than most other
major markets. As Mr. Ke-
dar observes, “India’s high
valuations have made it
less attractive to global in-
vestors, who have rotated
their funds to cheaper

markets like Korea and
Brazil.”

According to Akshat
Garg, Head of Research
and Product at Choice
Wealth, “global capital
gravitated towards markets
such as the U.S., where a
narrow set of large technol-
ogy-driven stocks deli-
vered outsized gains.”

“With domestic institu-
tional investors emerging
as net buyers in 2025, the
market’s dependence on
FPI flows has reduced,
making it more resilient.
While there are potential
risks and uncertainties, In-
dia’s markets are well-posi-
tioned to navigate the chal-
lenges ahead,” says Mr.
Kedar.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

Indian equities delivered lowest dollar returns to FPIs in 2025 as rupee fell

I & FIRA A 2025 A THEWSITE B R AR A A9 HH SiaR e fore

¢ Indian equities delivered lowest dollar returns to FPIs in 2025 as rupee fell
2025 H ¥YY & fIRA & SR YR AR - THUISMTS DI a4 HH SioR e fear

o While Indian equities have generated double-digit gains in rupee terms in 2025 so far,
depreciation of the rupee against the dollar has sharply eroded those gains for foreign

investors.

BIdife 2025 T 3fF dh HRAT WRI A $UA F Fa1a A g $iwpl &1 aH 3o ¢, Ao steR

F gHTad I & Srayed + fae=h Azt & faw 33 ardl ) 16t g8 96 B8 R e g

India’s U.S. dollar returns trail all other major markets, a development that coincides with

record foreign portfolio investor outflows and renewed concerns over India’s relatively

high market valuations.

YR $T AR TaR Ret wft o wgE IRl 3 1is 8, of Reprs faesh widwifera

gﬁmasﬁaﬂ"\:ﬁsﬁwn—das 3UETHd Fd TR Yedih &I ADhR 13 (eIl & Y A QT
I

A businessline analysis of data from Bloomberg shows that the Nifty 50 has risen 10.47%

so far this year in local currency terms.

AT & 3fidps! & fam fazdwor T udn gaar @ i Aot 50 39 99 3@ 9o W
HaT ¥ foreTer ¥ 10.47% SQI &1

However, in dollar terms, Nifty 50 returns fall to just 5.44%, the lowest, among major
global equity benchmark indices.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page49



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

gTaifer, STer & fergra |, fAwt 50 31 fYe Faa 5.44% g Sran 8, < Wy afye sfendh
YIS GEbice! | a4 AL

Trade tensions

IR d41d

According to Bhushan Kedar, Director of Fixed Income Research at Crisil Intelligence, “a
key factor is the rupee’s depreciation of over 5.5% against the U.S. dollar, which has
reduced returns for foreign investors.

e geferea & fihae 3990 o & Feed Yuor e & 3UR, U6 UgW HRUT
aﬁ%?gm%gmaﬁmﬁms 5% q ARIP T T, Wﬁ%‘sﬁﬁr&mﬁ%ﬁ?—fﬁ
el I

Trade tensions have also played a role, with the US imposing a 50% reciprocal tariff on
India.

TR 7419 7 off Yt e 3, o Mkt gRT HIRA TR 50% UM uUTeT® Yo ol
ST = B

In contrast, a weaker dollar has boosted returns in other emerging markets, such as Korea
and Latin America.”

% AU, FUWR STaR 3 HIfvar 3R afes smfteT S o/ IURA IRY § e &
JeATR I

South Korea’s KOSPI had local-currency gains of about 71%, translating almost fully into
dollar returns as well.

gferor Sifvar & St § R Ga1 8§ T I 71% ST d6d Gol B TS, ol RTHT 1T a8
sier e # i uRafdd 81 1|

Markets such as Brazil, Germany, Singapore and the U.K. posted significantly higher
returns in dollars

o, RETTQR iR g%, SR SIRY A STar § @l aiftre e oot farar|

The apprematlon in their currencies against the dollar appears to have boosted FPI
returns in these countries.

;m%wﬁmﬁgwﬁﬁwﬁﬁs?%sﬁﬁwmﬁﬁﬁm@ﬂmm
|

The poor performance in dollar terms led to record FPI outflows of more than ¥1.55 lakh
crore from Indian equities, as of December 22.

SIR & fAgTe & HHER ¥E=H & HRUT 22 fGHaR I WRH IR 8 21.55 1€ PRI A
iR 31 Rvis Twdiaeng Fardt g3

With a price-to-earnings ratio of 21.6, Indian equities are also more expensive than most
other major markets.

21.6 & UTS-g-3T1T SUTd & 1Y, R AR ISR 3= WG FI9RI B ga &
3f¥re wgT Wi Bl

As Mr. Kedar observes, “India’s high valuations have made it less attractive to global
investors, who have rotated their funds to cheaper markets like Korea and Brazil.”

ST T 5l HeR Bed €, “URE P S Teaio I 2 Ak FIARP] B T $H T &
fon 8, Rl o trs wifvar ofk sTefta o | a9l &1 iR WS fRu g1

According to Akshat Garg, Head of Research and Product at Choice Wealth, “global
capital gravitated towards markets such as the U.S., where a narrow set of large
technology-driven stocks delivered outsized gains.”

AT AR T RO 3R Tisae Ui 3iéfd 1T & AR, “dfyed goft 3R S SRl @t 3R
3T g3, el g8t de-te-URd Huf-ral & i Tge 7 S™THRuT a1y fean”

“With domestic institutional investors emerging as net buyers in 2025, the market’s
dependence on FPI flows has reduced, making it more resilient.

%2025 T TR JRITTA AR & P WHER & ©U T IR ¥, TOR B! THULSATS Ua18 W
frfar o0 g3 7, SRR g Siftre a=itan s 8|
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o While there are potential risks and uncertainties, India’s markets are well-positioned to
navigate the challenges ahead,” says Mr. Kedar.

i PR e 2, “TIeTs G SHAW SR SHITEATE 8, f5 1f 4Rd & SR o &)
TR @ Fives) 3 oy oree} fRART A 21

Disruption, dislocation define LME metals complex

Reuters SNSRI
—

LONDON

Supply disruption and ta-
riff dislocation have de-
fined the London Metal Ex-
change (LME) base metals
complex this year.

The demand picture is
far from rosy, but supply-
chain stress has still lifted
the LME Index, a basket of
the exchange’s six base
metals contracts, to its
highest level since the all-
time peak in 2022.

That was the year Russia
invaded Ukraine.

This year’s turbulence
has come from a different
direction,as markets navi-
gate U.S. President Donald
Trump’s topsy-turvy tariff
world.

Financial markets have
recovered from their “Lib-
eration Day”swoon in
April, but targeted U.S. alu-
minium tariffs and the

Precious metal: This year’s star turn has come from tin, a market
grappling with multiple supply threats. REUTERS

threat of copper tariffs are
causing tectonic shifts in
trading patterns.

Tariff dislocation adds
complexity to the spec-
trum of supply risk facing
individual metals and
helps explain the wide di-
vergence in performance
this year.

LME three-month cop-
per has been punching out

fresh all-time highs this
month as it challenges the
$12,000 per metric ton
level.

The CME’s U.S. copper
contract is trading higher
still because it’s pricing in
possible tariffs on imports
of refined metal. The
Trump administration has
deferred a decision until
the middle of next year,

but the threat of tariffs has
proved as disruptive as the
reality.

The world’s surplus cop-
per has gravitated towards
the U.S., lifting CME stocks
to multi-year highs and
leaving everyone else short
of metal.

Feast or famine? Copper
is currently both depend-
ing on where you are.

The arbitrage between
CME and LME copper has
been a wild ride this year
as tariffs were on, then off,
then on again maybe. Until
Trump makes up his mind,
it will continue to define
global flows of refined
copper.

While copper has
grabbed the headlines, this
year’s star turn has come
from tin, a market grap-
pling with multiple supply
threats.

Tin’s problem is too
much mine supply is con-

Disruption, dislocation define LME metals complex

STRIT 3R faIRITuT TaeHsg o1g uRwR &) ufyuTia #3d &

e Supply disruption and tariff dislocation have ended the London Metal Exchange (LME)

base metals complex this year.

39 9 Smyfd ¥ sqaem=

centrated in too few coun-
tries, including high-risk
jurisdictions such as the
Democratic Republic of
Congo and the semi-auto-
nomous Wa State in
Myanmar.

Extra volatility is com-
ing from increased fund
participation in the smal-
lest of the LME’s core
contracts.

Tin appears to be mov-
ing onto the investment ra-
dar as the world wakes up
to the fact that, in the form
of circuit-board solder, the
Bronze Age metal has a
bright future in the coming
Internet-Of-Things Age.

Aluminium has been
the third strongest LME
performer this year, re-
flecting a growing aware-
ness that production in
China, the world’s largest
producer, is now bumping
against the government’s
mandated capacity cap.

Not everyone agrees
with Citi’s call that alumini-
um is “sleep-walking into
the biggest (supply) deficits
in 20 years”, but it’s cer-
tainly a long time since the
market has paid so much
attention to new smelter
projects outside of China.

Aluminium trade flows,
already dislocated by sanc-
tions on Russian metal,
have been further frac-
tured by the doubling of
U.S. import tariffs. The pre-
mium for US. delivery
stands at a record 89 cents
per Ib ($1,967 per ton) over
the LME price.

That’s also a premium
over the implied 50% tariff
rate, suggesting that the
U.S. is now running short
of metal.

And talking of sleep-
walking into a deficit, the
LME zinc market was
rocked by a ferocious
squeeze in October.

(@) fITT 3 Wed Aed Teua™ (TAUHS) & 99

Hewd URER DI RN fhar |
o The demand picture is far from rosy, but supply-chain stress has still lifted the LME Index,
a basket of the exchange’s six base metals contracts, to its highest level since the all-
time peak in 2022.
7T @ fRUfT IgeHe 81 7, Al Smyfe-g/ @ & gara A R off vaens g3, o
TR & B8 99 Aeed Bi<ded &1 THE §, DI 2022 F JdB1Td RRER & 918 F Tad

$d W 9 Ugdl fean g
e That was the year Russia invaded Ukraine.

I8 aY T 9§ & A Yeb+ W ATHHUT fhar|

e This year’s turbulence has come from a different direction, as markets navigate the U.S.
President Donald Trump’s topsy-turvy tariff wqud. )
3 9N P IYT-GYT U 37eRT G201 M1 &, i I9R AR Iyufel SIHIeS U 3
Ide-gac eRw gHar d S R} 8
¢ Financial markets have recovered from their “Liberation Day” swoon in April, but targeted

U.S. aluminium tariffs and the threat of copper tariffs are causing tectonic shifts in trading
patterns.

farita SToRY 3 3iia & 3mu “RIavIM 37 & Fed U I for 8, dfes afdra srafast
Tegffoa R SR aid R R® F1 3mxiet & e § yHita ggara a1 et 8|

o Tariff dislocation adds complexity to the spectrum of supply risk facing individual metals
and helps explain the wide divergence in performance this year.
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RE FARITI SeT-31aT Urgeft & e Hise SR Pt Sfedar &1 Serar § ok 39
IV & YeRI | ATUF SR B! YA | Aag Hal

LME three-month copper has been punching out fresh all-time highs this month as it
challenges the $12,000 per metric ton level.

-UE1A BT 97T 39 A6 17 ¢ Jdob1iere S R &1 38T § 3R $12,000 Ufd Hifes
T P TR P A 2 @2

The CME’s U.S. copper contract is trading higher still because it’s pricing in possible tariffs
on imports of refined metal.

Hrous &1 ke diaT srgay SR 1 33 TR R SRIGR T Y61 § Hifd 398 ufepd uTg
F ATATd W FUIAd RE 3 FHiad SISt o 6 5

The Trump administration has deferred a decision until the middle of next year, but the
threat of tariffs has proved as disruptive as the reality.

U I A ol &1 epTa af & wew 9 et o B, dfer ARw Ft umrest arafaswar e

B 91y Tifed g3 3

The world’s surplus copper has gravitated towards the U.S., lifting CME stocks to multi-

year highs and leaving everyone else short of metal.

i &1 sifafe aiaT ST @) ok T mar 7, o Wiews wied #8 auf & 3= wWR

TR U4 Y ¥ SR a1t Ot STe org Wt et 1 I R

Feast or famine? Copper is currently both depending on where you are.

YIS a1 APTA? qlaT 39 T 39 W AR e g & oo sl g1

The arbitrage between CME and LME copper has been a wild ride this year as tariffs

were on, then onl], then on again maybe.

39 99 WeHs IR Tauns die & f nfders T IaR-gerd W arE 361 § it e

HH T, R B¢, Tt T qlamT & |

Until Trump makes up his mind, it will continue to deny global flows of refined copper.

W9 db U U1 49 gl &1 o, %v&maﬁ%%ﬁwmaﬁuﬁuﬁﬁmﬁw

While copper has grabbed the headlines, this year’s star turn has come from tin, a market

grappling W|th multiple supply threats.

; 3 AT 9O §, b 39 Y o1 Ry R @1 2, &) ¥ Smyfif el € o @
I

Tin’s problem is that too much mine supply is concentrated in too few countries, including

high-risk jurisdictions such as the Democratic Republic of Congo and the semi-

autonomous Wa State in Myanmar.

o1 & ww 78 § & 554 siftie @A Myfef sgd & <= A Hfea 3, e Swhfes

Ul 3ife SN R WHR ST 3ref-w@ma a1 Re o) S=-91fQd &7 i 2|

Extra volatility is coming from increased fund participation in the smallest of the LME’s

core contracts.

Sffafkad SifRUREr TawHs & T gl # 9ad B § 941 §3 e Urfie™ ¥ o &l 71

Tin appears to be moving onto the investment radar as the world wakes up to the fact that,

in the form of circuit-board solder, the Bronze Age metal has a bright future in the coming

Internet-Of-Things Age.

fo 3@ frawr TR W 31T o TeT © i gfvan 39 aw ) wre W€ R o wfbe-aid

s & T T g8 Sy I P UTg 371 aTd) Sex-e-3To-Fiwy g & Iwaa Hfaw vad 71

Aluminium has been the third strongest LME performer this year, re-Tecting a growing

awareness that production in China, the world’s largest producer, is now bumping against

the government’s mandated capacity cap.

TAUHS BT dIRT T8 Hoigd UeRIAddi 3871 5, ol 39 Jedl Tid &I
m%%m%ma@qum I & IUTE 31 NHR gRT FHiRa arear Jur
R
Not everyone agrees with Citi’s call that aluminium is “sleep-walking into the biggest
(supply) delJcits in 20 years”, but it's certainly a long time since the market has paid so
much attention to new smelter projects outside of China.

R BIs Fd & T MHT O YgHd el & b Tgifad «20 auf ¥ Gad 93 (3myfd) are #t
3R e ® =@ a1 87, Afer ug ¥ U ¥ 950 I9a 91 € O/ R A 19 & 91X Y
Wee? Wiotded IR 3441 & far g1
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Aluminium trade flows, already dislocated by sanctions on Russian metal, have been
further fractured by the doubling of U.S. import tariffs.

T aH AR a8, o Ugd g w4t urg uR ufasey 9 aftid 9, smfvet smara e &
AT 81 ¥ 3R 31 ge MU

The premium for U.S. delivery stands at a record 89 cents per Ib ($1,967 per ton) over the
LME price.

Afvet fEeftadt & o Miftray vaeus gea 3 S R&is 89 de ufa urds ($1,967 ufd
TN R

That’s also a premium over the implied 50% tariff rate, suggesting that the U.S. is now
running short of metal.

gﬂsaagﬁam%éﬁwa?ﬁmﬁmtﬁﬁm%ﬁﬁm%ﬁmrﬂﬁmmmaﬁw
WwR

And talking of sleep-walking into a deceit, the LME zinc market was rocked by a ferocious
squeeze in October.

%ﬁ;aﬁaﬂah?ﬁ?ﬁaaﬁﬁamﬁaﬁmﬁwéﬁﬁmwmwwﬂﬁﬁ
|

London Metal Exchange (LME)

World’s leading exchange for trading industrial (base) metals
Acts as a global platform for price discovery and risk management
Serves producers, consumers, traders, and investors worldwide

Establishment and Ownership

Established in 1877
Headquarters located in London, United Kingdom
Owned by Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing (HKEX) since 2012

Nature of the Exchange

Specialises in non-ferrous (base) metals
Operates derivatives as well as physical delivery contracts
One of the last exchanges using open outcry trading known as the Ring

Metals Traded on LME

Primary base metals
Copper

Aluminium

Zinc

Lead

Nickel

Tin

Other metals and contracts

Aluminium alloy
Steel billet
Cobalt
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e Molybdenum
Key Functions of LME

e Acts as a global price benchmark for base metals

e Provides hedging tools against price volatility

e Facilitates physical delivery through standardised contracts

e Ensures transparency and standardisation in global metal trade

LME Warehouse System

e Global network of LME-approved warehouses
e Warehouses located across Asia, Europe, and the Americas
e Warehouse stock levels influence short-term metal prices

Trading Mechanism

e Open outcry trading through the Ring
e Electronic trading via LMEselect
e Telephone-based trading for flexibility

Importance for India

LME prices influence domestic metal pricing in India

Used as reference for import—export contracts

Relevant for mining, infrastructure, and manufacturing sectors
Guides policy formulation and corporate hedging strategies

GS Paper II1: S&T,

TOPICS COVERED |24 12 2025

1. | Al must be incorporated in school curricula, says V-P

W UTeashH U USMTE &1 A far A T1fee, SuRTyuf A wa1

2. | Why does yawning cause watery eyes?

RETs o1 I i@ & urit oy 3irar g2

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page54



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

Al must be incorporated in

school curricula, says V-P

Vice-President C. P. Radhakrishnan said on
Tuesday that artificial intelligence should be
incorporated into school curricula, and that India
should be striving to reach the top of the field. He
was speaking at the ‘National Conclave on Al
Evolution’ at the Dr. Ambedkar International
Centre in Delhi. He launched a report on
introducing Al into school curricula at the event.
Mr. Radhakrishnan spoke of the India Al Mission,
as part of which 38,000 graphics processing
units have been provided at nominal rates to
researchers and scientists to build AI models.
This mission is shaping India to be a responsible

Al leader. the Vice-President said.

Al must be incorporated in school
curricula, says V-P

T UTeushH | USMTS &I JMMAd foar
ST 91f8Y, SWTYUfd A F8T

. Vice-President C. P. Radhakrishnan said
on Tuesday that artificial intelligence should be
incorporated into school curricula, and that India
should be striving to reach the top of the field.
SRIYUfd . G, JIYTHWI F HITTaR Bl Hel fb
FOT gST & Tpa ureumy A i
ST A1, IR IR &1 39 & & 2y )R ugen &1
RIS Y

. He was speaking at the ‘National Conclave
on Al Evolution’ at the Dr. Ambedkar
International Centre in Delhi.

5 faeelt & ST, sidsa sawrs Fx & smaifoa
TIHTE AR TR AP FHAT H a1 6 U

. He launched a report on introducing Al into
school curricula at the event.

3I5i- 39 HRIHH § Thd UTSUshH H TS HI
M = W T Ruie did a1 |

. Mr. Radhakrishnan spoke of the India Al
Mission, as part of which 38,000 graphics
processing units have been provided at nominal

rates to researchers and scientists to build Al models.
off TUTHWH A ST T3S FIRA & IR T Fa1an, oRid dgd Ui disd a4 & fag
Mematai iR PSS AHATT =1 W 38,000 ITFRT MRARAT g Iudasy &1 T8

gl

e This mission is shaping India to be a responsible Al leader, the Vice-President said

A gl & U8 fIRH YR ) T RER Tarms oiex & ©0 # PR T w1
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Yawn worthy of tears

Q: Why does yawning
cause watery eyes?
A: You've just had a
heavy meal and now
you have to sit
through a dull lecture.
Soon you’re feeling
drowsy. You yawn, and your eyes
water.

This happens because yawning affects
the muscles and glands around the
eyes.

Just above each eye is a tissue
called the lacrimal gland. These
glands produce water and
water-soluble proteins. Our tears
consist of three ‘layers’: the aqueous
layer from the lacrimal glands, and an
oily layer and a mucus layer. These

tears protect the eyes from dust, “
irritants, and microbes that may cause =
infections. Yawning relieves the discomfort in the ear

When you yawn, your facial muscles
scrunch up and press on the lacrimal
glands. This pressure causes the
glands to release more of the aqueous
layer. At the same time, the muscles’
movement briefly blocks the tear duct
at the inner corner of the eye, near the
nose. This duct normally drains tears
away. The temporary block however
causes the tears to collect on the

during rapid altitude changes in airplanes. TiM
BISH/UNSPLASH

might help cool the brain when its
temperature increases. It also relieves
the discomfort in the ear during rapid
altitude changes in airplanes and
elevators, by opening the tubes in the
ears, allowing the difference in air
pressure to balance out.

surface of the eye. When you open

your eyes after yawning, the excess

tears spill over and roll down your

cheeks. For feedback and suggestions
Yawning is not (only) something we for ‘Science’, please write to

do when we are tired or bored. It also science@thehindu.co.in

has important functions for the body. with the subject ‘Daily page’

Scientists have found that yawning

Why does yawning cause watery e%es?
?

TS o1 ¥ 3iTal § Ut ) 3t

e A:You've just had a heavy meal and now you have to sit through a dull lecture.
ITR: MU 3f-anft Ut e foraT & SR 3@ STUD! T 3918, ARSI & 961 5
e Soon you’re feeling drowsy.
oS B iUt Fig-wft 3 el B
e Youyawn, and %our eyes water.

3T STFTE T © 3R 3! STE] § Ui 311 S g
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This happens because yawning affects the muscles and glands around the eyes.

?WW%WWW%WﬁWWWﬁuWW

Just above each eye is a tissue called the lacrimal gland.
& 3G & 3P FR Afbya Uy T9F TF Hds gl gl
These glands produce water and water-soluble proteins.

J 3T arl SR Uit ® garRite wid s )

Our tears consist of three ‘layers’: the aqueous layer from the lacrimal glands, and an oily
layer and a mucus layer.

TR TG d Ral I 99 8Id & dfchaet U & o arell STefig uRd, T deliy URd, 3R
& XA TR

These tears protect the eyes from dust, irritants, and microbes that may cause infections.
3 3 sffEl B Yd, IATH dedl AR Geaoial I Fad § S AspHOT UaT IR T |

When you yawn your facial muscles scrunch up and press on the lacrimal glands.

W 3T SIS Td ©, Y 3! Ae¥ Bt AiailRnl Rigsd § 3k aftre wiidl wR qama
SIS

This pressure causes the glands to release more of the aqueous layer.

g aTd U} o) STl uRa 3if¥e Amn § B & forw 9Ra #Rar g

At the same time, the muscles’ movement briefly blocks the tear duct at the inner corner of
the eye, near the nose.

I g0, AEUREl $1 1 ATe F U i@ & Wiadt wi A fRa iy Aferet &1 srerh ' u
AR B 3 2|

This duct normally drains tears away.

Tg AfereT qrmTgd: iigsit Y arex erad! |

The temporary block however causes the tears to collect on the surface of the eye.

QAfth T8 SRATH 3Ry 31T o 3T B Tdg U W gH T ¢ |

When you open your eyes after yawning, the excess tears spill over and roll down your
cheeks.

TS 3T SGTS & 916 3HTE Wiad &, o) e iy T8 31U el R 311 oiid 2
Yawning is not (only) something we do when we are tired or bored.

SITETS O $had a9 ol oIl 9d 89 YB AT Hd 5id 5|

It also has important functions for the body.

9% TR ¥ R Agwqul &1 7 §1a B

Scientists have found that yawning might help cool the brain when its temperature
increases.

! A urn § f o9 KT ST aTuHT= gedT 8, 99 SHeTS ol 39 81 B | Uag IR
qHa1 |

It also relieves the discomfort in the ear during rapid altitude changes in airplanes and
elevators.

Ig gaTS wigTell SR forwel # aw $aTg ulkad= & GRE & § g1 arel! srigerdr &1 ot o4
AT B

This happens by opening the tubes in the ears, allowing the difference in air pressure to
balance out.

U1 BT B AfIB13 F G T 5iaT 5, oS a1y g19 &7 e’ Hgferd gl 1 g
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1.

Rhino dehorning nearly eliminated poaching in African reserves: study

3pIdT AHIRUY! A g & T geM A Y RIFR W a1 g
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Rhino dehorning nearly eliminated
poaching in African reserves: study

Reserves that removed the horns of rhinos reported a 75% decrease in poaching compared to the pre-dehorning levels. In the seven reserves that implemented abrupt

dehorning (within one to two months), poaching fell by 78%. Dehorned rhinos also faced a 95% lower risk of being poached compared to animals with intact horns

Sanjukta Mondal

nce upon a time, the thunder

of the hooves of lakhs of

mighty rhinoceroses echoed

across the savannahs,
grasslands, and tropical forests of Africa
and Asia — but things have gotten pretty
quiet lately. As of 2024, fewer than
28,000 rhinos remain on the planet, all
five species combined.

Relentless poaching has been a major
threat to the survival of rhinos around the
world. Greater Kruger, the southern
African reserves protecting the world’s
largest rhino population, alone lost 1,985
black and white rhinos between 2017 and
2023. That’s nearly 6.5% of the rhino
population disappearing each year,
despite an investment of $74 million in
anti-poaching strategies, including ranger
patrols, trained tracking dogs,
Al-powered detection cameras, and aerial
surveillance.

One approach that has shown promise
is dehorning. An international team of
researchers recently collected data over
seven years from 11 reserves in the South
African portion of the Greater Kruger
region and found that dehorning
significantly reduced poaching incidents
by removing the primary incentive for
poachers.

Nelson Mandela University senior
lecturer and study member Tim Kuiper
said the idea for their project arose from
an urgent need on the ground: “The
managers, rangers and scientists [at
Kruger National Park] came together and
asked a bold question: why are we still
losing so many rhinos? What can we do
differently?”

‘The team found that dehorning 2,284
rhinos across eight reserves resulted in a
sudden 78% drop in poaching, achieved
with just 1.2% of the total anti-poaching
budget. The findings were published in
Science.

1llegal rhino horns

Rhinoceroses’ horns are made of keratin,
the same fibrous protein found in hair
and nails. The animals use them to dig to
access edible plants and roots, and as a
symbol of virility during mating.

Some people also perceive rhino horns
as status symbols. Many practitioners of
traditional medicine in certain Asian
countries, but especially China and
Vietnam, also include rhino horns in their
preparations because they believe the
horn treats everything from fever and
gout to more mystical issues like
possession. There is no scientific evidence
to back any of these claims, but that has
not stopped a global black market worth
hundreds of millions of dollars still
persists.

Rangers manage Q , a 3-year-old male white
One 2022 report by the Wildlife Justice
Commission found that the wholesale
trade in raw rhino horns between 2012
and 2022 generated between $874 million
and $1.13 billion in gross illicit income.

Why poachers kill
The researchers behind the new study
said the demand for rhino horns plus
poverty in many local communities
creates financial pressures that drive
people to risk everything, sometimes
their lives, to poach or support poachers.
To remove a rhino’s horn without
causing harm, conservationists and
veterinarians sedate, blindfold, and fit the
animal with earplugs to reduce stress.
Then they carefully cut 90-93% of the
horn with a saw, above the germinal layer,
which is the living tissue at the horn’s
base that’s essential for it to regrow. After
trimming, the remaining stump is
smoothed and coated with a tarry
substance to prevent infections.
Poachers often operate under intense
pressure, so killing the rhino allows them
to remove the entire horn without
resistance.

Dehorning against poaching
To assess the effectiveness of dehorning
in reducing poaching, the researchers
analysed quarterly data from 2017 to 2023
across 11 wildlife reserves. Using a
powerful statistical method called
hierarchical Bayesian regression
modelling, they compared reserves that
dehorned rhinos with those that didn’t,
tracking changes in poaching before and
after the intervention.

Reserves that removed the horns
reported a 75% drop in poaching versus

, which hasjus beentranqu lised at the Lewa Wil

While arresting poachers remains
a part of the anti-poaching
toolkit, they weren’t found to be
as effective at deterring poachers.
Researchers said this could be
because systemic issues and
corruption create loopholes that
traffickers can exploit to avoid
detection

pre-dehorning levels. In the seven
reserves that implemented abrupt
dehorning (within one to two months),
poaching fell off by 78%. Dehorned rhinos
also faced a 95% lower risk of being
poached compared to those with intact
horns.

In another striking finding, while
efforts to detect and arrest poachers
remain a crucial part of the anti-poaching
toolkit, they weren’t found to be as
effective at actually deterring poachers.
The researchers said this could be
because systemic issues and corruption
create loopholes that traffickers can
exploit to avoid detection. Weak criminal
justice systems also make it worse, often
allowing poachers to escape with little or
no meaningful punishment.

Conservation with locals

Kaziranga National Park in Assam, home
to one of the world’s largest populations
of greater one-horned rhinos, has also
suffered poaching.

Bibhab Kumar Talukdar, an
International Union for Conservation of
Nature awardee and rhino
conservationist, said that while poaching
still claims over 400 rhinos a year, India

compared to the pre-dehorning levels.

73 & Wi geM ara SryaRua! 3 ST | Ugd & TR &I a1 & 3y Rrer & 75%

F D g1
poaching fell by 78%.
o 3T 8r

H 78% @1 RRTaC 3s |

Conservancy, in Meru County, Kenya. REUTERS

and Nepal have lost only one or two over
the last three years. Kaziranga’s success
has been attributed to smart patrolling
and active ¢ i

THE GIST

Greater Kruger lost 1,985
thinos between 2017 and
2023. That was despite
millions invested in
anti-poaching strategies,
including patrols, dogs,
Al-powered cameras, and
aerial surveillance. Now, one
approach is showing promise
— dehorning

v

Some perceive rhino homs as
status symbols. They are also
used in traditional medicine
because it is believed that it
treats everything from fever
and gout to more mystical
issues like possession. One
report found that homs
generated between $874
million and $1.13 billion in
illicit income

v

india and Nepal, however,
have chosen not to dehorn,
because their local

have been

Par ips of local ¢ ities and

uccessful. They have lost

park authorities have helped mitigate
human-wildlife conflict.

“So why should India or Nepal need
dehorning” Mr. Talukdar asked.

The efforts required extensive
groundwork, involving more than 1,000
hours in workshops and discussions with
reserve staff and rangers on how to
collect and interpret data. The
labour-intensive nature of such research
highlights the need to involve those on
the ground in conservation efforts.
Rangers in particular are often locals and
possess regional ecological knowledge,
but this resource remains underutilised.

Dr. Kuiper said rangers are the
frontline defenders of conservation. Their
welfare, including fair pay, training, and
safety, must be prioritised alongside
interventions, as lasting success depends
on supporting the people who implement
these strategies.

The researchers also noted that while
dehorning might not be a silver bullet, as
poachers may still target rhinos for the
small horn remnants, it shows strong
potential as a long-term strategy. They
believe the study’s findings can help
governments and wildlife protection
agencies make more informed decisions
about allocating resources and assessing
the effectiveness of interventions.

(Sanjukta Mondal is a
chemist-turned-science-writer with
experience in writing popular science
articles and scripts for STEM YouTube
channels. sanjuktamondal.sm@gmail.com)

only one or two rhinos over
the last three years.
Kaziranga’s success has been
attributed to smart patrolling
and community engagement

Rhino dehorning nearly eliminated poaching in African reserves: study

3PIdT JHARUYT | fig & T geM A Y RIFR W Ja1E: 3remg—q

Reserves that removed the horns of rhinos reported a 75% decrease in poaching

In the seven reserves that implemented abrupt dehorning (within one to two months),

YRG! & SRS Sl (T A & 7 & Wiar) a0t 18, 981 3rdey Rrer

Dehorned rhinos also faced a 95% lower risk of being poached compared to animals with

intact horns.

et fpu e 3 %) Ty W ard SR 3 a1 H sray iR 1w 95% HH

T USTI
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e Once upon a time, the thunder of the hooves of lakhs of mighty rhinoceroses echoed
across the savannahs, grasslands, and tropical forests of Africa and Asia — but things
have gotten pretty quiet lately.

TS THY YT 9 3MPIHT 3R TR & JaT=1, 9N & Al R Swisfeddy o=l § aral

Tifa=mmelt At & TR Bt TewTeTEC oret ft — A g1a & auf & g5 1w 2id 81 T 7|
e As of 2024, fewer than 28,000 rhinos remain on the planet, all five species combined.

2024 A, T g1 & Tt UFer wTTer o fArcTeR) 28,000 F At B AR 99 T

¢ Relentless poaching has been a major threat to the survival of rhinos around the world.
AR B 6} 3rae ReR (Afkim ghar 1R 3 78 & 3ifda & ot 581 W18 ]

e Greater Kruger, the southern African reserves protecting the world’s largest rhino
population, alone lost 1,985 black and white rhinos between 2017 and 2023.

ST &t e TS AST ST} B &M HA aTdl e WD & A IR &7 7 2017 A
2023 & dd 3 1,985 BT R Thg AS T feUl

e That’s nearly 6.5% of the rhino population disappearing each year, despite an investment
of $74 million in anti-poaching strategies.
SHHT HAAd ¢ o §R 1d ST SHTATS! BT AU 6.5% THIW 1 5T 5, S $74 faferas o1
R 31y ISR A Bt 0Ffaal & e 131

e These strategies included ranger patrols, trained tracking dogs, Al-powered detection
cameras, and aerial surveillance.
2 Jorifal o Yo =a, wikiféa b o, Al smenfa fEdewe W, iR gars R
M

¢ One approach that has shown promise is dehorning.
Teh U1 TRiebT o Swfi fewrs 8, a © ST (Hi gern) |

e An international team of researchers collected data over seven years from 11 reserves in
the South African portion of the Greater Kruger region.

i TMyHdlell Bt T S - Yex PR &7 & SIa07 HBID! 8 & 11 AUARTAT F A1

Ut d% Sl THh o

e They found that dehorning significantly reduced poaching incidents by removing the
primary incentive for poachers.
351 U T Sigif=ir 1 Riep1feal & g1 gaiu= S §edHR T St ge-T3il Bt HIW g
TP B I |

o Nelson Mandela University senior lecturer and study member Tim Kuiper said the idea
arose from an urgent need on the ground.
A s fayfaemey & oty amerar 3R serge Yo feu R A %e1 % g8 faar
T TR WR dhTe ATa=adHar A I gl

e “The managers, rangers and scientists [at Kruger National Park] came together and asked a
bold question: why are we still losing so many rhinos? What can we do differently?”
“PIR A UTD & TS, ToR 3R T 1Y 3T 3R U WeRie Uy UeT: g9 3F off
a1 1S ) WY I8 87 TH e T PR IPd 877

e The team found that dehorning 2,284 rhinos across eight reserves resulted in a sudden
78% drop in poaching.
&9 7 U % 3SR § 2,284 HST &1 i8I+ B ° THRT | 3@T® 78% Bt
fRTae oS |

e This was achieved with just 1.2% of the total anti-poaching budget.
Ig Thadl $d fay RIGR faRieh soic & FHad 1.2% @9 I 1R g3

o The findings were published in Science.

3 fhd Science U H UHIRIE gU

lllegal rhino horns

3ay A F i

e Rhinoceroses’ horns are made of keratin, the same fibrous protein found in hair and nails.
et & Wi HfeT T 57 81d §, S aral 3R ARgAT & uran S ara 98t IWER WA g

e The animals use them to dig to access edible plants and roots, and as a symbol of virility
during mating.
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TS 3T IUANT WTel el 3R SIS 9o ugeq & fore Wgars o avd § 3R I8 WU & SR

ifed &1 Wt ot g 3

Some people perceive rhino horns as status symbols.

F A e & Uit & ufamt &1 wefte amd g

Many practitioners of traditional medicine in certain Asian countries, especially China and

Vietnam, include rhino horns in their preparations.

$% TREE 3, ok &0 9 99 iR fagasmm, & uruive Rifven & &3 snaryedl 18 &

I BT ITANT IRl B |

They believe the horn treats everything from fever and gout to mystical issues like

possession.

DT AT | T I8 T g SR ifdar § daw seanfdre quwansil ad &1 3ars HRdl ¢ |

There is no scientific evidence to back these claims.

3 g1a1 & gAY § BHIg AP YHTUT 81 §

Yet a global black market worth hundreds of millions of dollars still persists.

IS JTacle APl e STar &1 AfYd STar TR o of TG B

o A 2022 report by the Wildlife Justice Commission found that the wholesale trade in raw
rhino horns between 2012 and 2022 generated between $874 million and $1.13 billion in
gross illicit income.

ST ATSE SRed HHIRM &1 2022 B Ul & 3R, 2012 ¥ 2022 & 9 F= g & it
¥ Ui AR ¥ $874 FAfera= A $1.13 fafera= a6 &1 sidy sma g3 |

Why poachers kill
e gt B 76 aRA §

o Researchers said the demand for rhino horns plus poverty in many local communities
creates financial pressures.
Mumatsll § wel fr AS & WM B 7R iR s W wer § Wt fraer snfie gara
U1 il

e These pressures drive people to risk everything, sometimes their lives, to poach or support
poachers.
Y a1 AN B! TG B &d W TR, &1 a [ Hf-waft ot s sifew & s1eq & forg
HOR BRd B

e Toremove a rhino’s horn without causing harm, conservationists and veterinarians sedate,
blindfold, and fit the animal with earplugs. ]
T Jep T Ug e i BT & ey WRefurpHT SR ugfRifheed 1S 1 9811 e 3, SffEl W
T STea § SR BT | Wl @ ¢ |

e Then they carefully cut 90-93% of the horn with a saw, above the germinal layer.
H 91 d FARTA AW & SR I R gRT T HT 90-93% 1 Arae=iydes Hied g |

e The germinal layer is the living tissue at the horn’s base that’s essential for regrowth.
wifHe AR H & YR &1 SHfad Sad gt §, St SUP Y: 9¢1 & oY 3TIRg g

e After trimming, the remaining stump is smoothed and coated with a tarry substance to
prevent infections.
gﬁ%maﬁ%@ﬁﬁw%mm%aﬁ?mﬁ%mﬁﬁmm%aﬂ%ﬁwq

|

o Poachers often operate under intense pressure, so killing the rhino allows them to remove
the entire horn without resistance.
RIGRT SRR YR ga1d § HH Hd ¢, ST S B AR 31 3¢ o= fpedt wfemty & o
i freTeq @) gfawr qar g |

Dehorning against poaching

ifeT & favs Stei

e To assess the effectiveness of dehorning in reducing poaching, the researchers analysed
quarterly data from 2017 to 2023 across 11 wildlife reserves.
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QT BT HH B T ST Bt GUTTRNET FT 3The R & 1T Medsarsd 42017 &
2023 T o faHTEY ST 3T 11 TSl S WIRYAT H fa=evo fasan|

Using a powerful statistical method called hierarchical Bayesian regression modelling,
they compared reserves that dehorned rhinos with those that didn’t, tracking changes in
poachlng before and after the intervention.

IR AT Tme T il difsaeta fafd &1 IudinT w1
3 YRG! ! T B O8] SIBI-T DI 15 MR SET 8] P 5, TUT g¥aaT | Ugdt 3R
e NI & gU deamal &f ¢ foa|
Reserves that removed the horns reported a 75% drop in poaching versus pre-dehorning
levels.
T srvaRual § T geT 7Y, 98T SYIfHT A Ugd & TR & o J Wi # 75% @) fRmae
ol @1 T |
In the seven reserves that implemented abrupt dehorning (within one to two months),
poaching fell off by 78%.
HTd IHYRUGT § Tl AP SIgI-1T (TP A &) WeiA1 & W) arp &l 712, a8l uifiv 78%
% UC TS|
Dehorned rhinos also faced a 95% lower risk of being poached compared to those with
intact horns.
et farg wu At o) gof W ara At &1 gamn & D &1 95% H0 ST Ja-1 v
In another striking finding, while efforts to detect and arrest poachers remain a crucial part
of the anti-poaching toolkit, they weren’t found to be as effective at actually deterring
poachers.
TS 3= Hgayu ey & uran a1 3 Rraetay &1 uar e $iR 38 FARWR $5 & 1,
T T-qifRT gafpe o1 oien R 8, Afep 3 anaa # Rrep1ival &Y Ao § 3= yurd
et U T
The researchers said this could be because systemic issues and corruption create
loopholes that traffickers can exploit to avoid detection.

TMecpdrialt 3 ©g o SHHT HRUI YU THIJTY 3R YUPTER & I6hd &, Sl T g Uar
B g fOPT ITINT dRXHR U S W1 § g99 & o & B

Weak criminal justice systems also make it worse, often allowing poachers to escape with
little or no meaningful punishment.

FUAR ATIRTUS YTg qonferar fUfd B 3R TR1E Rl €, oy 3R R fom a1 sga
U oIl & 59 (pad gl

Conservation with locals

RITHIT GGl & 1Y TIET

Kaziranga National Park in Assam, home to one of the world’s largest populations of
greater one-horned rhinos, has also suffered poaching.

3RTH BT BRI mmgﬁmﬁﬁamaﬁfﬁsﬁ%w@aﬁmﬁ%w
8, DR | wifa e

Bibhab Kumar TaIukdar, an International Union for Conservation of Nature awardee and
rhino conservationist, said that while poaching still claims over 400 rhinos a year, India and
Nepal have lost only one or two over the last three years.

RER faoiar 3R Tg1 Weuard! fAus $UR aTgdeR - Hal [& S8l AT s|
ff 5= 91T 400 & 31 ST F I et 7, IeT R 3R AUt A fUod i 9l # daa Ts
a1 ¢ S WL |
Kaziranga’s success has been attributed to smart patrolling and active community
engagement.

BRI Pt Thadr &1 97 TS YSIRMAT iR Tftpa wrgeiRie urfiert &1 fear mn g1

Partnerships of local communities and park authorities have helped mitigate human-

wildlife conflict.

;ﬁuwﬁaﬁ?uﬁmﬁwﬁﬁmﬁw-mvﬁamﬁﬁmmﬁﬁmﬁ
I
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“So why should India or Nepal need dehorning” Mr. Talukdar asked.

<A AR IR T AUTe &1 SR 1 SHTIRISHAT 1 g1 A1fey,” off ITIHaER = GBIl

The efforts required extensive groundwork, involving more than 1,000 hours in workshops
and discussions with reserve staff and rangers on how to collect and interpret data.

3 T & forg aarues S durd) ot srawaear ust, foH 1,000 B | St ot
FHTIMTATE 3R SFUARTY HHATRAT g ¥ored & 1Y ST |UF 3R ARSI TR Fang et off|
The labour-intensive nature of such research highlights the need to involve those on the
ground in conservation efforts.

U ISR & SATHYH D! YH-TG UHfd T8 SR & b W& T § i W IR HRIRd
RN B M HIAT SIS g |

Rangers in particular are often locals and possess regional ecological knowledge, but this
resource remains underutilised.

ORIy FU I Yo SRR R fHandt §1d € ¢k 37 o aefta uiikfRufas = st g,
QAfp I e rvafd ¥u & ITART faan S g

Dr. Kuiper said rangers are the frontline defenders of conservation.

1. TR 7 F7T o ToR T&0T & SR ufe & vei® &

Their welfare, including fair pay, training, and safety, must be prioritised alongside
interventions, as lasting success depends on supporting the people who implement these
strategies.

371 earor, Fored Ifera a, Ufraror ofik GRaMm =it 8, §XI&TT b WY Ui < ST
TR, Fifeh Erefifere Twaar Si UM &1 AR HRA are Al & qae= IR R w8
The researchers also noted that while dehorning might not be a silver bullet, as poachers
may still target rhinos for the small horn remnants, it shows strong potential as a long-
term strategy.

TMesparet 7 g 1 Ieora foran for gaft Seif- #13 uf Jarer= T8t § wife Rt Wi d
Bl @Rl & forg Wt st &1 (=1 o1 Fbdl &, B ol a5 hdeprferes Turiifa & &u &
Tolgd HHTATE feardt §1

They believe the study’s findings can help governments and wildlife protection agencies
make more informed decisions about allocating resources and assessing the
effectiveness of interventions.

T A1 § 3 319 & forepd SRR 3R a=geita WRer Tl & St &
3Tde SR geaaral Bt gyTaRiierdr & srha- o i gfra fAofa a3 & 7eg & 9% 8|

GS Paper III: IS
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1.

India analyzing first anti-terror policy

YRd Ugell 3dparg-Ad Hifa &1 sifacr =u 3w e

2. | ED les chargesheets in illegal ‘dabba’ trading and online betting racket
gol A 3AY T ST 3R AT Tt ¥be H ARIUTT SRR fhu
3. | ‘Critical minerals important for national security and technological

sovereignty’

8T qR&M 3R ap-iat TuYaT & R Ayl @i 3w
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India finalising first anti-terror policy
GS II: Internal Security

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

The Union government is
finalising India’s first anti-
terror policy to provide a
template for all States to
combat and respond to ter-
ror attacks and related inci-
dents, a senior govern-
ment official has told The
Hindu.

Digital radicalisation,
the misuse of open bor-
ders, and conversion net-
works funded by foreign
players are among the key
issues being discussed in
the run-up to the policy’s
release.

The National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) is also

Key issues include
digital radicalisation,
the misuse of open
borders, and
conversion networks

organising an anti-terror
conference on December
26 and 27 at Delhi where
the contours of the policy
are likely to be shared.

‘NIA has given inputs’
“The Home Ministry is fi-
nalising the document and
the NIA has also given its
inputs,” an NIA official told
The Hindu.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah had announced

India analyzing first anti-terror policy

YR Ugelt Tddparg-rd ifd & sifda Ty @i e

e The Union government is analyzing India’s first anti-terror policy to provide a template
for all States to combat and respond to terror attacks and related incidents, a senior
government official has told The Hindu.
TP ARG PR HIBRT 7§ fig o1 91 o S5 WHR URT B Tgelt Sfrisare-el Hifd o1
3ifq T 0 ¢ 81 7, A1fc it Il b1 T ard! gHE! SR Taferd geet ¥ Ay 3R ufafsan
G & foTT Ues i Ua fohaT o 9as |

¢ Digital radicalisation, the misuse of open borders, and conversion networks funded by
foreign players are among the key issues being discussed in the run-up to the policy’s

release.

last November that a Na-
tional Counter Terrorism
Policy and Strategy would
be introduced soon.

After the April 22 Pahal-
gam terror attack, the NIA
had conducted meetings
with anti-terror units of all
States and apprised them
of the measures to be put
in place to prevent and
pre-empt such attacks.

The use of the National
Intelligence Grid (NAT-
GRID), a secure platform
for law enforcement agen-
cies to access government
and other databases, has
also been discussed.

Over the past few
months, NIA Director Gen-
eral Sadanand Date and

National Security Guard
chief Brighu Srinivasan
have briefed a few State
police chiefs on issues such
as foreign-funded conver-
sion rackets, online radi-
calisation, and Aadhaar
spoofing, among others.

Police against LWE
A National Policy and Ac-
tion Plan for Left Wing Ex-
tremism (LWE) had earlier
been introduced in 2015.
An Uttar Pradesh police
official said that online rad-
icalisation and the misuse
of the open border with
Nepal have been flagged as
priority issues likely to find
mention in the new anti-
terror policy.

o The use of the National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID), a secure platform for law
enforcement agencies to access government and other databases, has also been discussed.

DI

frs (NATGRID) & IUaiT W +ft 7=if 61 78§

e Over the past few months, NIA Director General Sadanand Date and National Security
Guard chief Brighu Srinivasan have briefed a few State police chiefs on issues such as

foreign-funded conversion rackets, online radicalisation, and Aadhaar spoofing, among

others.

T ToIRT 3 T TR 3R 3 Y I UG B U QI e AT SR

d $o TEH 7, THITST TRIS® Hare ara 3R A% Riggid e vg@ 3y

AT A 9 T gfery el @ fadRlt o9 | ga ard ywfarur Y¥$be, SATHarsH By,

3R SMYR TFHIT S G R THSRY <t 8

Police against LWE

TaSsgg & (GaTh gienT

¢ A National Policy and Action Plan for Left Wing Extremism (LWE) had earlier been
introduced in 2015.

Y IUATE (LWE) & oY U gt Hifar 3R St e ugel 2015 # 09 1 715 T
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An Uttar Pradesh police official said that online radicalisation and the misuse of the open
border with Nepal have been tagged as priority issues likely to be mentioned in the new anti-

terror policy.

ED files chargesheets in illegal ‘dabba’
trading and online betting racket

Deves! K. Pan!e

NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) has filed a char-
gesheet against alleged
members of a syndicate
engaged in illegal “dabba”
trading and online betting
activities operating across
Indore, Mumbai, Ahmeda-
bad, Chennai, and Dubai.

The ED probe is based
on an FIR registered by In-
dore Police related to an il-
legal online betting racket
involving persons connect-
ed to another case institut-
ed at a Mumbeai police sta-
tion under the
Maharashtra  Gambling
Prohibition Act, besides a
chargesheet filed by the
police. “Dabba” trading
usually means unregulated
trading of stocks.

The agency has so
far identified all

Proceeds of Crime

amounting to
1404.46 crore

“Investigation has re-
vealed the existence of a
technologically manipulat-
ed ecosystem involving
rigged trading platforms,
unlawful betting websites,
and a cross-border laun-
dering mechanism. Vishal
Agnihotri has been identi-
fied as the principal opera-
tor, assisted by Tarun Shri-
vastava who handled the
day-to-day financial opera-
tions and mule accounts.
Srinivasan Ramasamy con-
figured manipulated MT5
[MetaTrader5] servers de-
signed to generate false

trading outcomes,” said
the agency.

In parallel, Dhaval Dev-
raj Jain allegedly operated
an underground platform,
LotusBook247, while ac-
cused Dharmesh Rajnikant
Trivedi managed offshore
entity, iBull Capital, and
Nidhi Chandnani purport-
edly facilitated the move-
ment and layering of funds
via Dubai-based entities.

Shown simulated trades
“The probe confirmed that
clients were shown simu-
lated trades on platforms
such as V Money and
8Stock Height without any
linkage to recognised stock
exchanges, while betting
platforms like Lotus-
Book247 and 11Starss oper-
ated clandestinely using
anonymous accounts, en-

crypted communication,
and cash-based settle-
ments,” said the agency.
The ED has so far identi-
fied alleged Proceeds of
Crime amounting to
404.46 crore derived
from “manipulated” trad-
ing platforms, “illegal” bet-
ting websites and “unregu-

lated” white label
applications.
Value of attached assets

It has also attached assets
worth ¥34.26 crore. During
searches, the agency ear-
lier seized ¥5.21 crore in
cash, 59.9 kg of silver bars,
and a 100-g gold bar, be-
sides jewellery valued at
about ¥1.94 crore and luxu-
ry watches valued at ¥4.77
crore, and got frozen cryp-
tocurrency holdings ex-
ceeding %41 lakh.

ED les chargesheets in illegal ‘dabba’ trading and online betting racket

31 A Y Taar fEH 3R 3ifTare Tgamh Ybe ¥ RIUTH SRR fhu

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has led a chargesheet against alleged members of a
syndicate engaged in illegal “dabba” trading and online betting activities operating across
Indore, Mumbai, Ahmedabad, Chennai, and Dubai.

“Dabba” trading usuall

“SeT ¢IET &I

y means unregulated trading of stocks.

AR R 31 giaT § QA=) 1 Afrafira

AR |

“Investigation has revealed the existence of a technologically manipulated ecosystem
involving rigged trading platforms, unlawful betting websites, and a cross-border
laundering mechanism.

“Sia o U gl U J 30X fPT 1T 3IRReH o7 G goff 7, e aieelt ara 2fEw

Wewd, 3AY Aol dqATse, 3R Ueh HHT-UR O I o 2 B

Vishal Agnihotri has been identi-[Ted as the principal operator, assisted by Tarun
Shrivastava who handled the day-to-day financial operations and mule accounts.

TATAP & =0 H UgaM1 T 8, fSant Teraar aour Sfareda 3 &1, S

e sifdrei=h &
e foxita e

RIA @l & gUTed U1
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Srinivasan Ramasamy con-gured manipulated MT5 [MetaTrader5] servers designed to
generate false trading outcomes,” said the agency.

ot A el f difaras HrEndt 3 MT5 [ereses] TR & g30R a1 39 dE BIRBTR
fora, foress wett S ufvoma Iaa fory o 9o |

In parallel, Dhaval Devraj Jain allegedly operated an underground platform, LotusBook247,
while accused Dharmesh Rajnikant Trivedi managed olIshore entity, iBull Capital, and
Nidhi Chandnani purportedly facilitated the movement and layering of funds via Dubai-
based entities.

TR €U W, 4ad a1l 9 = HIYd IR TR T YT WehH LotusBook247 HT JaTaH
fopan, Srafes SR} ervf=r Toriteria Aad) 7 SR SHTS iBull Capital &1 UeeH faraT, 3R
Y et 7 gag T gH13al & AT ¥ 4 & RIMARUN 3R AR &1 g s

Shown simulated trades

Tt ¢ femmg T

“The probe confirmed that clients were shown simulated trades on platforms such as V
Money and Stock Height without any linkage to recognised stock exchanges, while betting
platforms like LotusBook247 and 11Stars operated clandestinely using anonymous
accounts, encrypted communication, and cash-based settlements,” said the agency.

During searches, the agency earlier seized ¥5.21 crore in cash, 59.9 kg of silver bars, and
a 100-g gold bar, besides jewellery valued at about ¥1.94 crore and luxury watches valued
at ¥4.77 crore, and got frozen cryptocurrency holdings exceeding ¥41 lakh.
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‘Critical minerals important
for national security and
technological sovereignty’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Critical minerals are cru-
cial for national security,
defence capability deve-
lopment, and technologi-
cal sovereignty, Air Mar-
shal Ashutosh Dixit, Chief
of Integrated Defence Staff
to the Chairman Chiefs of
Staff Committee, said on
Tuesday.

Speaking at a discussion
titled “Minerals that Mat-
ter: Geopolitics, Sovereign-
ty and Value Chains”, Air
Marshal Dixit underscored
the role of critical minerals
in modern defence sys-
tems. “Modern defence
systems, including jet en-
gines, missiles, precision
munitions, radars, satel-
lites, batteries and semi-
conductors, are intrinsical-
ly dependent on assured
access to these minerals,”

oA £ Y
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he said. Highlighting the
geopolitical dimensions of
mineral supply chains, he
said that global supply net-
works for critical minerals
are highly concentrated
and increasingly subject to
export controls and geo-
political pressures.

He emphasised that self-
reliant defence manufac-
turing and sustained oper-
ational readiness are insep-
arable from secure and

resilient mineral supply
chains.

Referring to recent in-
itiatives, Air Marshal Dixit
highlighted the identifica-
tion of critical minerals,
the launch of the National
Critical Mineral Mission,
and government efforts to
strengthen the value chain
— from extraction and pro-
cessing to manufacturing
and recycling.

These measures, he
said, are vital for translat-
ing policy intent into tangi-
ble outcomes.

The Air Marshal, who
was speaking at the event
organised by the Centre for
Joint Warfare Studies and
IP Bazzaar, inaugurated a
compilation of 30 techni-
cal reports on critical min-
erals, featuring detailed in-
tellectual property
landscape studies and mar-
ket analyses.

‘Critical minerals important for national security and technological

sovereignty’
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o Critical minerals are crucial for national security, defence capability development, and
technological sovereignty, Air Marshal Ashutosh Dixit, Chief of Integrated Defence
Staff to the Chairman Chiefs of Staff Committee.
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e Speaking at a discussion titled “Minerals that Matter: Geopolitics, Sovereignty and Value
Chains”, Air Marshal Dixit underscored the role of critical minerals in modern defence
systems.

“Minerals that Matter: Geopolitics, Sovereignty and Value Chains” e ==t & Sad gy,
TR Aefe i 7 ey Y& worferat & wewyul @il @ yftier iR SR

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 997193248
Website : patrioticias.in P

Page66



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

“Modern defence systems, including jet engines, missiles, precision munitions, radars,
satellites, batteries and semiconductors, are intrinsically dependent on assured access to
these minerals,” he said.
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Highlighting the geopolitical dimensions of mineral supply chains, he said that global supply
networks for critical minerals are highly concentrated and increasingly subject to export
controls and geopolltlcal pressures.
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He emphasised that self-reliant defence manufacturing and sustained operational
readiness are inseparable from secure and resilient mineral supply chains.
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Referring to recent initiatives, Air Marshal Dixit highlighted the identification of critical
minerals, the launch of the National Critical Mineral Mission, and government efforts to
strengthen the value chain — from extraction and processing to manufacturing and
recycling.
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